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Brags, Brags & More Brags 

From Cheryl Mitchell 

Many of us struggled during the last 1 ½ years to stay active 
and motivated with our dog sports.  Great trainers, for example, 
Rene and Mike Urbach, Cathy Hyatt and Pam Spatz, Ellen 
Rowe and Kim Terrill, have helped me continue training even 
when covid restrictions made it more difficult.  My Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terriers, Taz and Roxie, have earned a number of titles 
during the pandemic.  Doubloon’s Razzmataz CGC, RA, NN, 
SWN, SIA, SBA, SIA, RATM, BCAT, TKP, Taz, earned his 
Performer Tricks, Intermediate and Advanced Rally (scores of 
95,99, &100), Advanced Scent Work for containers, buried and 
interiors as well as his Master’s Barn Hunt and lure coursing 
BCAT titles.  Kaler’s Roxie the Dame with Moxie TKN SWN 
SCA, RN, Roxie whom I got as we got our stay-at-home order 
last year, got her Novice Tricks, Novice Scent Work, Advanced 
Scent Work Containers and Novice Rally (scores 94, 98, 98)  
titles.  I am very proud of both, appreciative of my trainers and 
the AKC virtual tricks and rally programs. 

 Taz                                                                   Roxie      

 

Chris Lynch Sanks’ Charger (papillon 19 months old) got three 4 point 

majors at the dog shows Oct 15-18.  

 

  14-

15 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 12 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

Brags Cont. 

Barbara Schwartz and her service dog, Nash (Windham Hill’s Ramblin’ Man)
—All American, went to the Durango Kennel Club show with one Graduate 
Open leg and returned four days later with titles in Graduate Open and          
Preferred Utility plus five blue ribbons. 

 

Sue Babcock’s Gunnar earned his Carting Excellent title from the American 
Rottweiler Club. For the ARC carting tests, dogs must pull a cart around a 
course. The course is much like rally, with different stations, including circles, a 
serpentine, a fast, a slow, a stop, 
a figure 8, and going over a 
bridge. At the beginning level, 
called Carting Start, the     han-
dler guides the dog on leash 
while the dog pulls the cart. At 
the Intermediate level, the dog is 
off-leash. And at the   Excellent 
level, the handler sits in the cart 
and drives the dog around the 
course. Gunnar did a super job 
completing his Excellent title. 

 

 

 

Rich Cummings’  Belgian Sheepdog, Soar, competed in Rally in Farmington 
October 21-24.  He earned triple Qs and points towards his RACH every 
day.  He also finished his Rally Master title there.  He was High Triple scoring 
dog 3 of the 4 days.  And also High Combined one of the days.  We are steadily 
marching towards a RACH.  

Soar also competed at SDOC’s Scent Work trial this past weekend in Pena 
Blanca.  He earned more legs towards his Master Container Elite title and only 
needs 1 more leg.  He also earned his 2nd Detective leg there.  8 more to go. 

Dee, my older mostly retired female Belgian Sheepdog, played just because she 
likes to compete and qualified in every one of her runs in Advanced Buried and 
Containers. 

My youngest dog, Rhyme, did outstanding.  She qualified in 10 of her 12 runs 
over the weekend and finished her overall Scent Work Advanced title.  She   
finished her Excellent Container and Buried titles.  

We’re having a great run this fall. 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

 Here we are in November… however did 
that happen. It has been beautiful weather 
for whatever activity you are involved in.  
I hear there was a very successful Scent 
work trial this past weekend, and we have 
an Obedience only trial coming up this up-
coming weekend. 

 

I know many of you are traveling to agility 
and other trials Best of luck to you all and 

be safe out there as you go and come.  

 

The meeting this month is early, the 20th. Please, if you are in 
town, plan to attend It is the election we vote for the new slate 
of officers and we need you to vote. The meeting will be a 
zoom meeting, If I trusted the weather would hold, I’d go for 
an in person outside meeting but I am afraid it will not. 

 

The following weekend is Thanksgiving and that has surely 
snuck up on us. Enjoy the day with family, friends, doing 
whatever you do. Just don’t let the dogs enjoy too much. A day 
at the emergency clinic is not what any of us want 

 

Betty 
 



2021 AKC National Tracking Invitational 

By Anne Newsted 

Every two years, AKC holds its National Tracking Invitational test.  This year it was  held 
west of Lincoln, Nebraska.  Invitations are sent to the Champion Trackers.  The invitations 
were sent to 350 CT’s and 51 dog/handler teams entered. This test in an exhibition test, so if 
the dogs needed assistance to finish a track it was given. 
 
A random draw was held with 6 teams to track on Saturday and 6 on Sunday.  Dugger was 
dog 14 drawn, so was the second alternate.  One dog withdrew almost immediately, so    
Dugger moved to first alternate.  I truly never believed that we would get to compete.  On the 
Monday prior to the test, I received an email stating that one dog had withdrawn, and did I 
wish to compete.  Of course, I packed up the car and went on the road. 
 
Friday evening there was a welcome party, attended by the judges, exhibitors, and the       
volunteers.  All the track layers were judges who volunteered to lay the tracks.  
 
Saturday morning the draw was held at the headquarters and Branched Oak recreation area, a 
lovely place.    The judges for Saturday were Jane Jonas and Gretchen Stephenson.  Dugger 
drew track 5.   Track one went to a Scottish Deerhound, the second to a mini-wire Dachs-
hund, not breeds that I associate with tracking.  Track three was run by a Border Collie, who 
completed his track unassisted.  Track four was run by an Australian Shepherd.  Dugger’s 
track started in grass and then moved into tall grass that was up to my shoulders.  He did well 
but needed assistance as he missed the last turn.  Track six went to a Cocker Spaniel. 
 
Saturday night the banquet was held.  All exhibitors received lovely glass plaques with the 
dog’s title and picture as well as lovely ribbons.  It was a fun party with a chance for all of us 
to talk about our favorite subject, tracking.   
 
Sunday’s judges were Michele Anne Gillette and Vince Ramirez.  Track one was run by a 
Golden Retriever, track two a Labrador Retriever, track three a Cocker Spaniel, track 4, a 
Golden Retriever, track 5 a Siberian Husky (only the 3rd dog of that breed to earn a CT) and 
track 6 a Golden Retriever.  Watching the Golden was a lesson in what a tracking dog should 
look like on the track.  It was beautiful!  The dog was methodical, worked quickly and had 
beautiful tracking posture.  A true pleasure to watch. 
 
I have never been to a more perfect event.  The entire weekend was perfect.  I would strongly 
recommend it for anyone who has the opportunity to attend.  Congratulation to the volunteers 
of the Nebraska Kennel Club of Omaha and Cornhusker Kennel Club of Lincoln, Nebraska 
for a job well done. 
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In Attendance: 

 To register 

for any 

Agility 

class, 

contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos 

at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.

org or 828-

9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost 

$10 per 

dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, 

contact: 

Betty 

Pearson 

conchobar

66@ 

hotmail.co

m 

  505-898-

2706 

October 2021 General Meeting Minutes 

Respectfully submitted by Stephanie Boutz 

Officers and Board Members: Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, 
Vice President; Sue Babcock, Treasurer; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary; Cathy Dunbar, Board Mem-
ber;  Peggy Chandler, Board Member 

Directors: Gloria Napper -Owen, Tracking 

Absent: Christy Stern, Board Member ; Stephanie Kouretsos, Board     
Member; Terri Brown, Obedience/Other; Michelle Becknell, Agility 

The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 4:00 PM 
on October 23, 2021 via Zoom. 

The Minutes of the September 2021 Membership Meeting were          
approved as published. Sue moved to approve; Gloria seconded. Motion 
carried. 

Officers’ and Board Members’ Reports: 

President: There is a Novice Obedience Tr ial coming up in November.  

In late December, we are going to seal the floor. The building will be off 
limits for a few days for this, but we are working on scheduling it so that it 
doesn’t interfere with anything.  

Vice President: I will be having hip surgery will be out of circulation. 
I’m getting help from Donna Sloan and her sister Allie for the banquet plan-
ning. 

Treasurer: The September Profit and Loss and Year -to-Date Profit and 
Loss reports were reviewed. 

Corresponding Secretary: 

AKC has processed the results of the obedience events of September 5, 
6, 2021 

AKC has not received the application or judge’s panel for obedience 
events to be held March 12, 13, 2022  

The results of the agility event for September 24, 25, 2021 has been   
processed and closed out by AKC. 
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AKC has processed the scent works events to be held January 7, 8, 9, 
2022. The application status is pending and judge’s panel is            
approved. There is a question of $35.00 due. 

The AKC nominating committee has nominated the following          
delegates for upcoming vacancies: 

Christopher Sweetwood 

Harold Tateo lll 

Ann Wallin 

Julie Fillinger reports the German Shepherd Club is dissolved and 
they are in the process of liquidating their physical assets. She sent 
a list of available items and contact names if we’re interested. 

At their October 2021 meeting the AKC Boards voted on the           
following Regulations: 

The Board voted to terminate the following Regulation modifications 
at year end: 

Obedience – the modified distance of 8 between dogs in the Novice 
obedience group exercises will return to a distance of 6 feet    
between dogs, for all events held after December 30, 2021. 

Tracking – The modified 36-month tracking test certifications will 
return to a 24-month certification certificate, for all                
certifications issued on or after January 1, 2022. Certifications 
issued in 2020 and 2021 will continue to be valid for 36 
months. 

     These three temporarily suspended or modified regulations have been  
extended for events occurring on or before Thursday, June 30, 2022. 

Obedience/Rally/Agility – two-judge requirement to title –The Board 
extended the temporary modification for obedience, rally and   
agility lower level classes and will allow titles to be earned under a 
single judge through June 30, 2022. 

Obedience/Rally/Agility – The waiver of dates and mileage re-
strictions for judges – The Board extended the temporary         
modification for obedience, rally and agility judges and waived the 
date/location restrictions of 30 days and 100 miles for obedience/
rally judges; and 30 days and 300 miles for agility judges, allowing 
them to accept assignments without a conflict through June 30, 
2022. 

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 



    Obedience/Rally – the judge’s assignment limitation to judge the same class – 
The Board extended the temporary modification for  obedience and rally trials 
and will allow a judge to judge the same classes at more than two trials over the 
course of a cluster of no more than five days through June 30, 2022. 

The Board approved a permanent change to the Regulations for Agility Trials          
effective for agility trials occurring on or after January 1, 2022: 

Agility – Exhibitors will continue to be allowed to carry their leashes during their 
agility runs, i.e., place leashes in their pockets when running the course or wear 
on themselves (i.e., clip like a belt around the waist) effective for all trials. This 
modification will be made part of the Regulations effective January 1, 2022. 

Respectfully submitted, Estelle S. Metz 

Mike Urbach asked if we’ve made application for the March trial. He will ask Jill 
Warren.  

 

Board Members: 

Cathy: The board discussed things that need fixing around club. At the end of         
December, it will be two years since the rubber flooring was last sealed. We’re     
planning to take care of it the week after the Rally trial. We won’t interfere with     
classes at that time. The building will need to be shut down for 3 days.  

 

Training Directors’ Reports:  

Agility: Betty for Michele: We are planning a 4-week class for people finishing up 
puppy classes. There’s not enough time to do 8-week class which would be the norm.  

 

We are working on doing something to repair or replace the shelter that the wind  
damaged.  

 

Tracking: 

October Tracking Report 

There are currently four individuals in the Saturday morning tracking class and a 
new person is supposed to begin on Saturday, Oct. 23. 

I am meeting with Marco Banales to visit his neighbor’s ranch as a possible site for 
the February TD. 

October Minutes Cont 
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Annie Newsted participated in the National Tracking Invitational on Saturday,  
Oct. 16 and had a great time with Dugger. She hopes to send a newsletter 
write up about her experience. 

Currently all is going “as expected” for the Thanksgiving VST. No issues to       
report.    

Submitted by Gloria Napper-Owen 

 

Obedience/Other: Obedience Training Director Repor t 

I removed the old sound system components and will also remove the speakers 

soon. I will take down one of the shelves that the old system was on and 

leave on shelf for the wireless system. 

Ken and I will be working to install the shelf in the kitchen in the month on  

November. Since most classes and drills will be winding down that will have 

the least impact on the building. 

Kathy Sylvia has completed apprenticing with Lyn Melin and Lyn was thrilled 

with her help and performance. The board approved fast tracking her to full 

assistant.  

Karen Norfolk has apprenticed with Mike and Rene Urbach in Rally Novice 

class. She will also apprentice with Christy Stern and Betty Pearson in Rally 

Novice/Intermediate drill in November. The Board approved Karen Norfolk 

being a full Rally assistant effective November 21, 2021.  

Thank you, Terri Brown 

 

New Business:  

We have a slate of officers to vote on next month. Estelle thanked the nominating 
committee, the outgoing president, officers, and board, and the people who have 
stepped up to serve. It is deeply moving that everyone was considerate, and cared.  
New officers:  
President: Mike Urbach 
Vice President: Jeff Robb 
Treasurer: Chris Norfolk 
Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 
Corresponding Secretary: Peggy Chandler 
Board Members: Betty Pearson, Donna Faulkner, Estelle Metz, and Cathy Dunbar. 

Do we have any nominations from floor?  
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 To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.org 

or 828-9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-2706 

October Minutes Cont. 

 

Actions/Motions: Glor ia moved that the ballot be closed, and Sue 
seconded.    Motion carried.  

The Election will be in November. 

Rene Urbach: Obedience Trial is about 50% full, Rally 50%, It looks 
like we will have great trials!  
Betty: Even though we are not opening to the public for watching the 
trials, yet, the board wanted to make an exception for Vicki and Lynn 
Wilson. Is this okay with Mike and Rene? Yes, of course!  

Membership Readings: 
Welcome Michelle Cutrer who was voted into membership after as  
second reading! 
Actions/Motions: Cathy Dunbar moved to accept; Mike Urbach      
seconded. Motion carried. 

Brags: There were many brags from the membership: Congratula-
tions! Remember to give Linda Stephens your brags for the newsletter! 

Announcements/Other Items: 

The November meeting will be early because of Thanksgiving. We 
don’t have a date, but will let everyone know. It will probably be the 
20th.  
We will need quorum for next meeting for the vote. Chris suggested 
sending out a special email to emphasize that it’s especially important 
to attend the November meeting.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:38 PM 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 

 
 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, Cathy Dunbar,  
Stephanie Kouretsos, Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Terri Brown 

Agility Chairperson:  Michele Becknell 

Tracking Director: Gloria Napper-Owen 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

             Page 11 



2022 SDOC Membership Renewal 
 
 

It’s time again to renew your SDOC membership. SDOC’s year runs 

from January 1 to December 31.  

 

Have questions about this form or membership in general? Contact Jeff 

Robb at jeffreym_robb@q.com 

 

Membership renewal forms and dues for 2022 must be submitted by 

January 1, 2022. Individual memberships are $30, family memberships 

are $40, and junior memberships are $5. 

 

As stated in the SDOC By-Laws, “A membership will be considered as 

lapsed and automatically terminated if such member’s dues remain un-

paid 30 days after the first day of the fiscal year. After this grace peri-

od, any member who has not paid their dues will automatically be 

dropped and will have to reapply for membership in the club.  
 

*Grace Period Ends January 31, 2022* 
 

 
 Please make the check payable to SDOC.  

Mail check and completed form by January 1, 2022 to: 

SDOC 
P. O. Box 93053 
Albuquerque, NM 87199-3053 
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2022 SDOC Membership Renewal Form 
 - - - Return only this page - - - 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(please print neatly as the information is used for SDOC directory) 
 

Name(s): ________________________________________  Phone #(s): _______________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City, State: ________________________________________________ Zip Code: ________________ 

e-mail address(es): __________________________________________________________________ 

Dog breed(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 

Primary Venue(s) of interest (check all that apply):  
  __Agility  __Obedience  __Scent Work  __Rally        

__Tracking  __Conformation __Freestyle 

 

Choose membership type: 

Individual ($30) ______ Family ($40) ______ Junior ($5) _______ 
 
We need and love our volunteers. Please indicate the areas in which you would be willing to help SDOC: 

The Scents & Nonscents Newsletter is posted electronically at the SDOC website. Because of the increasing 
cost of postage, we will no longer mail hard copies. Copies will be available in the SDOC foyer. 

Please make the check payable to SDOC.  
Mail check and completed form by January 1, 2022 to: 

SDOC 
P. O. Box 93053 
Albuquerque, NM 87199-3053 

Page 13 

_____ Phone Committee _____ Class Instruction _____ Newsletter 
_____ Hospitality _____ Stewarding _____ Clerical / Word Processing 
_____ Maintenance _____ Trial Setup _____ Club Officer / Board Member 
_____ Website / Social Media 

Other: _________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDOC ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET 
 

 
The reservation form below is due by Wednesday December 28, 2021 

 
Golf cart transportation will be available for our mobility impaired guests. 

 
Date: Sunday, January 23, 2022 from 11:00 am. to 2:00 pm. 
 
Location:  Tanoan Country Club, 10801 Academy Rd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111 

  (please dress appropriately for this venue, Sunday casual at least) 
 
Mail reservation form and payment to: Donna Sloan 
      9700 Salem Rd. NE 
      Albuquerque, NM  87112-1444 
 
General Price:  $21.50 per person, including tax and gratuity.  

Instructor Price (Instructors, Assistants and Apprentices with 16 or more hours this 
year, and those listed on the front of the SDOC roster)   $10.75 per person including tax 
and gratuity. 
 
Please make checks payable to SDOC and reference “Annual Awards Banquet”. 

Please include any special dietary needs 
For further information, please call Donna at 299-5906 or 

Jeff at 345-9681 
 

 

2022 SDOC Annual Awards Banquet Reservation Form 
 
Name __________________________________________  Phone # _________________________ 
 
Please select one entree per person.   Indicate how many persons are choosing each entree. 
 
_______Rosemary Lemon Roasted Chicken Breast 
_______Chimayo Bistro Steak 
_______Grilled Zucchini wrapped in Quinoa 
                              Dessert 
 
Number of people attending at General Price ($21.50)     ____________________ 
 
Number of people attending at Instructor Price ($10.75) ____________________ 
  
    Total amount submitted:     _____________________ 

--------------------------------------------cut here and return potion below------------------------------------- 
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SDOC Degree/Title Cards      Bar/Plaque Order Form     2021 

 

Name_____________________________   Phone Number_________________ 

                                                                        email   ______________________ 

Dog’s Registered Name___________________________________ 

Dog’s Call Name:________________          Breed__________________ 

Title Earned:_______________________________    

Date Earned________________________________ 

Any Comments:______________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

       Circle one:                            Plaque/Bar Information 

I  ( have) (have not)  received a plaque for the dog earning this title.  If you have not received a 

plaque, please be sure to enter the dog’s registered name above, as you would like it printed 

on the plaque.  Only the dog’s registered name will be placed on the plaque. The club will 

pay for one plaque per dog for current members in good standing.  Owners must pay for bars 

ordered to indicate titles earned.   

Bars are available in either large size or a small size for adding and hanging from the plaque to 

show the titles earned by the dog.  A large bar will cost $7.50 and a small bar is $5.50 and this 

price includes lettering.    

If you want to order a bar showing the degrees earned during 2021 (or before), please show in 

the block below, exactly how you want the inscription to be engraved on the bar.  Do not show 

the dog’s name again as it is already on the plaque. Please write neatly. 

 

 

 

 

         

______ Large Bar $7.50                                            _________  Small Bar $5.50 

 (3 ¾ in   w x 3/4in h)                                                   (2 ½ in w x  ¾ in h) 

 (3 lines avail; max of 25 letters/space per line)   (2 lines avail; max of 10 letters/space per line) 

 

Use a separate form for each dog getting a bar. Make check payable to SDOC.  Please submit 

the completed form, along with your check to Maggie Gee, 9125 San Diego NE, Albuquerque, 

NM  87122-3823  by Monday, December 20,  2021 (in order to have engraving ready for the 

annual awards banquet).  Any questions, please call Maggie Gee at 856-7907. 
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Teaching People and their 

Dogs for over 50 years. 

 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see https://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for club events. 

Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
times may change due toCOVID-19 restrictions.  
Currently, the general meetings are via ZOOM.  
Contact webmaster@sdocnm.org for more infor-
mation. 

July 27 

August 28 

September 25 

October 30 

November 20 

December 18 

F 
uture Board Meetings dates and times may 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Current-
ly, the board meetings are via ZOOM.  Contact 

  webmaster@sdocnm.org for more information. 

 

July 27 

August 28 

September 25 

October 30 

November 20 

December 18 

 

Phone: (505) 888-4221 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club 

PO Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 


