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Obedience Trialing in a Covid World: Some Personal Experience/
Observations 

                                         By Maggie Gee 

Currently, I have been an exhibitor in 2 obedience trials:   South Plains Obedi-
ence Training Club, Lubbock, TX, February 26-28, 2021 and Garden City, Kan-
sas Kennel Club, Garden City, KS, April 23-25, 2021.   The Lubbock trial was 
conducted by the South Plains Obedience Training Club.  The Garden City, KS 
trial was superintended by Jack Onofrio Dog Shows. 

At both trials, no outside/general public audience permitted.   Safe Covid practic-
es (wearing face masks and social distancing) were utilized. 

In Garden City, KS, exhibitors had to sign a written statement at check in table at 
the building entrance that stated the exhibitor was not feeling ill or any symptoms 
and had not been exposed to anyone with Covid.   Upon providing the signed 
declaration, a color coded banded with GCKC printed on it was placed on the 
exhibitor’s wrist to be worn in the building.  A different color wristband for each 
day.   You only had to sign and submit the written declaration once.  You re-
turned the next day with the previous day’s wristband and exchanged for the 
specified color wristband for the current day.  Separate entrance and exit door to 
the building were labeled. 

Crating for exhibitors’ dogs:   In Lubbock, no crating was allowed in the build-
ing; exhibitors crated out of their vehicles.   Exhibitors and dogs were allowed 
into building in time to warm up on dedicated warm up mats before going into 
the ring.  Exhibitors may place/leave a chair socially distanced from others to 
watch the trial without their dogs.  Dogs not showing had to be crated in the ex-
hibitor’s vehicle when not showing in the ring. 

Crating for exhibitors’ dogs:   In Garden City, KS, all showing (6 conformation 
rings and 2 obedience rings) occurred in the Exhibition Hall.   Crating was only 
allowed on a temporary basis in specified marked areas when the exhibitor is 
scheduled to show and crating was not to be left in the building overnight.   Crat-
ing for conformation:  reserved grooming was in 4H building and unreserved/
open grooming was in West Pavilion Building.  Obedience and Rally exhibitors 
had to adhere to the temporary crating areas near the Obedience and Rally rings. 

Starting April 1, 2021, AKC implemented on a one-year pilot basis in Obedience, 
“Fix N Go”.   In Garden City, KS I saw quite a few exhibitors exercise this op-
tion.   SDOC member and AKC judge, Janice Anthes, is conducting seminar on 
“Fix N Go” on May 16, 2021 with advance sign up to reserve one of the 15 slots 
(for persons without their dog) at SDOC training site.   
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 12 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

Basically, there are a couple of things to remember about Fix N Go: 

 The handler cannot physically touch the dog. 
 The handler is to immediately indicate to the judge that you would like to exercise 

the   “Fix N Go”. 
After you complete the “Fix N Go”, the handler and dog will exit the ring. 
The “Fix N Go” is only exercised once during the handler/dog team’s time in the ring 

for that class they are currently showing in. 
The “Fix N Go” allows the handler to help the dog in the ring so that they can be suc-

cessful the next time that the team is showing. 
With exhibitors in the lineup ahead of you exercising the “Fix N Go”, you have to be 

ready to go into the ring sooner than you thought. 

 

In Garden City, in my case, I exercised the “Fix N Go” during the directed retrieve exer-
cise in Utility after my Golden Retriever Jimmy went and correctly picked up Glove #2 
but turned and saw and also picked up Glove #3!    With the “Fix N Go”, the gloves were 
placed back into the 3 positions and the judge gave the order for Glove #2.   I then pro-
ceeded to send Jimmy to Glove 2 and as soon as he picked it up, I gave him a verbal 
“Come” to remind him to come quickly back to me.   After we completed the “Fix N 
Go”, the judge had the steward bring over our leash and then with Jimmy leashed we exit-
ed the ring under control. 

Another example of the use of “Fix N Go” in Garden City, in the Directed Jumping exer-
cise in Utility, a dog stopped short of the go out spot at the other end of the ring when 
exhibitor gave the command.   The handler immediately stated to judge that they wanted 
to do a “Fix N Go”.  So, the handler and dog set up again closer to the go out spot, the 
handler gave go out command and dog was able to find and successfully go out during 
the “Fix N GO”.  They exited ring after the “Fix n Go”.   I noted at the next trial, this han-
dler/dog team passed the Directed Jumping as the dog knew where to find the go out spot. 

Also, with “Fix N Go” option, handlers have to be prepared to go into the ring sooner 
than they expected as previous handlers in the lineup exercise the” Fix N Go” and then 
exit the ring after the fix.  On Friday morning April 23, there were only 7 exhibitors in 
Utility B and it went quite fast as more exhibitors exercised the “Fix N Go”.   I was 
scheduled to be number 5 exhibitor out of 7 exhibitors in the ring in this class but was in 
the ring sooner than expected because of the exercise of “Fix N Go” by some of the previ-
ous exhibitors.  

I hope that my experience and observations in obedience trialing in the Covid world help.   
Trialing is starting to pick back up slowly.   I and others just feel grateful that dog clubs 
are taking the step to start up trials again.    

 

Obedience Trialing in a Covid World: Some Personal Experience/
Observations Continued 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

 

 Here we are in May… It seems to have come very 
fast… and things seem to be opening up some.. that 
seems to have taken forever. We are now able to 
have people run the agility courses without a mask.  
What a relief that is. 

 

There are more classes coming up and they seem to 
be filling very fast. Some of the instructors are com-
fortable allowing a greater number of students, 
which is good considering the demand, but each in-
structor is able to pick their own number. We have 

some assistants in the classes again. All things that we took so for granted un-
til they were not there are slowly returning.  I know the training directors 
would love to have more instructors become ready to teach as they get vac-
cines.  

 

As you are at the club, please pick up after yourself and please be sure to lock 
up behind yourself.  Again, please be sure your car is locked, it takes nothing 
for someone to reach in an open window and grab something 

 

We have obedience/rally trials coming up in June… at the club which looks 
to be going to be successful. And we have had an agility trial that was a great 
success. To all of you who have helped in any of the trials we have held at the 
club over the past year, thank you more than can be said.  It would appear that 
we are going to have the Sept trials at the Posse Grounds as normal. At this 
time, I have no idea what will be different about them but there may be re-
strictions.  

 

Some of you are traveling to trials.  Good luck to you. And let us know how 
well you and your dog did. Its nice to see brags in the S&N.  Be safe as you 
go and return.  

 

Betty 



 To register 

for any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.org 

or 828-9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66

@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-

2706 
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SW in Oklahoma Trial Composite 
By Dede Brownstein 



One fine weekend in April, five SDOC members traveled to Oklahoma to attend a scent work trial.  They 
came home with loads of new ribbons and titles and made both SDOC and Albuquerque proud!  

 

They are, clockwise from the top: 

V1 BISS BOSS GCHB CH Baar’s Remembering Einstein CD, PCD, BN, RE, HT, PT, CS, CI, CGC, RTD 

This was Wit and Dede Brownstein’s first scent work trial and they qualified in 11 out of 12 classes, com-
pleting 3 titles.  He earned his SCN, SEN and SBN titles with 4 First placements, 5 Seconds and 1 Third 
and was High in Trial in Novice in the second trial. 

 

Corral West and Brimstones Flashing A Magic Feather RI, RATO, TKN, SWA, SEE, SIE, SCE, SHDN 

Pam Spatz and Raven finished both her Excellent Interior and Exterior titles, winning the Exterior Excel-
lent class on Saturday and 2nd place on Sunday. She was 3rd on Saturday and 2nd on Sunday in Interiors 
and got her first Excellent Buried leg winning the class on Sunday. 

She also picked up Q’s 5,6 and 7 towards her Handler Discrimination Novice Elite title. 

 

Assassin Du Loups Du Soliel RN, OA, NAJ, NAF, SWN, TKI 

Cathy Hyatt and Buttah were entered just one day and placed in all four of his advanced level searches. 

 

Bosque VCD1, RI, OA, OAP, MXF, SWE, SCM, SIM, SEM, TKA  

Cathy and Bosque were also entered in only one trial and earned a buried leg, placing 2nd.  He came one 
hide short of victory in both his Detective searches, but he enjoyed every minute of it and searched with 
focus and beauty. 

 

Ch Bowater’s I’m All In RN, TKN, SHDN, SCN, SIN, CGC 

Cathy Sylvia and Ace earned two Novice A interior legs with a 2nd and 3rd placement, his 8th Novice B 
Handler Discrimination Elite leg with a 2nd placement and a new Novice Interior title. 

 

Xceed the Limit Chico BAAR Hardter von Boylan RI, SWA, TKN 

Ginger Brayman and Chico were 1st in Excellent Interior and in   Excellent Buried and were 2nd in Excel-
lent Exterior and in Excellent Container, 3rd in Excellent Interior and 4th in Excellent Exterior.  

 

Multi HIT Obedience/Rally Baar’s Plum Working Girl Lula von Boylan CD, PCDX, BN, RAE, NAP, 
NJP, SCN, SIN, SBN, TKN 

Ginger and Lula were 2nd in Advanced Interior and in Novice Buried, 4th in Novice Interior and in Novice 

Buried, qualified in Advanced Container and completed two titles.   
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Scents & Nonscents 

In Attendance: 
 
Officers and Board Members: Betty Pearson, President; Sue Babcock, Treasurer ; 
Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Cathy Dunbar, Board Member;  

Absent: Jeff Robb, Vice President; Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary; Chr isty 
Stern, Board Member; Peggy Chandler, Board Member; Stephanie Kouretsos, Board 
Member; Terri Brown, Obedience/Other; Michelle Becknell, Agility; Gloria Napper-
Owen, Tracking. 

The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 4:14 PM on Apr il 24, 
2021, in the training room of the SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque. 

The Minutes of the March 2021 Membership Meeting were approved as published. 
Sue Babcock moved, Cathy Dunbar seconded. Motion carried. 

President: Nothing car r ied over  from Board Meeting. 

Treasurer: 
The April Profit and Loss and Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were reviewed. 

Corresponding Secretary:  

1. AKC had received out application and judges panel information for the Agility events 
being held October 23rd & 24th, 2021 

2. AKC has not received notice or judges panel for the Obedience/Rally events being 
held September 11th, 12th,13th, 2021 

3. AKC has processed the Agility events held March 19th & 20th, 2021 

AKC has completed processing for the Obedience & Rally events to be held June 11th, 
12th, 13th, 2021 
Respectfully submitted, 
Estelle S. Metz 

Training Directors’ Reports:  

Agility: 

We are offering a Beg I Class starting on May 11th. 
Toi will start her Progressive Saturday Morning Classes starting on May 22nd. 
The March Agility Trial held at the Club was a success and everyone enjoyed            
themselves.   

Respectfully Submitted, 
Michele 

Tracking: 

1. Inquiries were made to UNM to hold the November 28, 2021 VST on campus. Cur-
rently the campus is still closed to the outside community, and the Events Office with the 
Student Activities Center is not accepting applications for events more than 30 days prior 
to the preferred date. The University is expecting to return to face-to-face instruction in 
the Fall semester.  If the state and county COVID restrictions open up more in the fall, the 

 To register 

for any 

Agility 

class, 

contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos 

at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.

org or 828-

9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost 

$10 per 

dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, 

contact: 

Betty 

Pearson 

conchobar

66@ 

hotmail.co

m 

  505-898-

2706 

April 2021 General Meeting Minutes 

Respectfully submitted by Estelle Metz 
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campus should also open up. I will wait until early summer to have our application for 
the VST submitted to AKC. Once Fall classes commence, I will make contact with 
UNM again. It is not recommended that we use campus areas to practice with our 
dogs until the campus opens up to the outside community. 

2.  Annie Newsted and I drove out to Wagon Wheel on I-40 to look at state lands on 
the south side of I-40. The land looked appropriate for holding TD and TDX tests. 
I’ve contacted the State Land Office to find out how we might gain access to the land 
to hold tests. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gloria Napper-Owen 
 

Obedience/Other: 

There are currently 10 obedience drills, 8 rally drills, 1 dance drill, 5 obedience clas-
ses, 5 rally classes and 1 conformation class. In May we will add 1 scent works drill 
and in June we will add 1 conformation drill. In May, the Pam Spatz novice scent 
works, will finally finish out the classes that were stopped for the last shut down in 
November. Pam Sehmer's first hour drills, both Tuesday and Saturdays, typically fill 
and run a wait. Janice Anthes novice drill also always fills and runs a waitlist. All  
other drills are mostly full. With the exception of the dance drill all drills are a mini-
mum of 6 students and some instructors are now allowing 8. Most obedience instruc-
tors like the smaller drills as they can give more information to students. It also allows 
them to know who signed up and gear a drill to those who signed up. I anticipate that 
even after Covid has ended that electronic sign up will remain for this reason. Most 
classes are allowing 8 with the exception being conformation class/drill which allows 
10. Dance only allows 4 students. The class/drill levels are set by each instructor for 
their comfort level. All classes have assistants and most drills do as well. The excep-
tion being dance and the Wednesday novice/open drills. Scent works also does not 
have assistants. Our largest request for classes is for Basic Novice and those usually 
fill before they are posted on our web site. KPT is taking much longer to fill.  

Respectfully submitted by Terri Brown 

 

New Business: Janice Anthes offered to lead a committee for  SDOC to review 
Regs. Janice requests an In Criteria for return to normal Keys, masks, anything that 
pertains to ending Covid rules. Additionally, Janice is willing to conduct a Zoom call 
or meeting to discuss changes being made to Obedience IE: “Fix and Go”. 

 

Membership Readings: 
First readings: Cheryl Lackie and Patricia Crown 

 

Announcements/Other Items: 
The next SDOC Membership meeting to be announced due to holiday weekend 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:42 PM  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 
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Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, Cathy Dunbar,  
Stephanie Kouretsos, Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Terri Brown 

Agility Chairperson:  Michele Becknell 

Tracking Director: Gloria Napper-Owen 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 
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Teaching People and their 

Dogs for over 50 years. 

 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see https://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for club events. 

Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
times may change due toCOVID-19 restrictions.  
Currently, the general meetings are via ZOOM.  
Contact webmaster@sdocnm.org for more infor-
mation. 

February 27 

March 27 

April 24 

May 29 

June 26 

July 31 

F 
uture Board Meetings dates and times may 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Current-
ly, the board meetings are via ZOOM.  Contact 

  webmaster@sdocnm.org for more information. 

 

February 23 

March 23 

April 20 

May 25 

June 22 

July 27 

 

Phone: (505) 888-4221 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club 

PO Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 


