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Inside this issue: 

Brags, Brags, & More Brags 

Kristin Madden reports that she and Archer have 
been using quarantine time to work on tricks and 
scent work. She's happy to share that Archer re-
ceived his Trick Dog Novice Title on July 9, 
2020. She would also like to thank all the amaz-
ing SDOC instructors that have shared their 
knowledge and helped make stay-at-home orders 
a whole lot more fun! 
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Prez Sez 

The SDOC Email Group 

Late last year, the SDOC email group shifted from Yahoo to Groups IO 
(GIO).  The transfer process made this switch nearly invisible to most of us, 
and GIO has been a friendly new home. 

Recently we’ve embarked on tidying the new GIO list and making it 
even more user-friendly, especially when it comes to getting timely infor-
mation to members in these  COVID-19 circumstances.  Along with the web-
site and this newsletter, it’s a powerful tool for staying up-to-date with the 
club and our training opportunities. 

If this sounds like a recruitment spiel, it is!  We want you!  GIO is a 
much easier web interface than Yahoo ever was, and there are plenty of op-
tions to receive email in the way that best suits everyone’s preferences.  To 
join the group, head to this URL: 
 
https://groups.io/g/sdocnm/join 

Your membership will be pending approval, but should go through 
quickly.  The group admins are Sue Babcock and Doranna Durgin, and any-
one who needs help can reach out to Doranna at doranna@changespell.com.   

https://groups.io/g/sdocnm/join
mailto:doranna@changespell.com


Page 2 Scents & Nonscents 

How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 11 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

Comments from - 
Your Editor 

Stay Home and stay safe. 

We are getting out more but it may not be safe to 

meet in groups over 4 or 5.  Covid-19 is still out 

there.  Be safe and wear a mask. 

No minutes this month since no meeting. 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

August is starting like a fast-moving train.  I have no 

idea how we are there so fast. As a child I remember 

being told how time goes faster when you grow up. I 

thought they were really dumb.  Nope they were right 

on the mark.   It is sad to say that the fun matches usu-

ally held the weekend before Labor Day will not hap-

pen this year. The Obedience/Rally Trial has been 

cancelled and we are waiting to see about the agility 

trial*. It is a challenge to figure ways to do things with 

the limited number we are allowed  

On a brighter note, we do have drills going in most 

venues, agility, obedience, rally being held at various 

times during the week.  Check the website to sign up 

for the one that is what you and your dog want to do. That’s right it is all on a 

sign-up basis. There are some virtual trials that are being filmed and are judged 

by Janice Anthes and Pam Sehmer.  Thank you both so very much.  It will allow 

you to see what you are doing and where you need work to improve and get 

better scores. 

AKC is allowing filmed rally runs in Novice and Intermediate. These are being 

offered, thank you to Mike and Rene Urbach. You do need to sign up for them 

and provide your own photographer. It is possible for you to earn titles in this 

fashion.  

We have started trying to get the classes that were in progress when things 

were shut down finished and are working on plans to start some new classes 

when those are done. 

It’s all very different than we are accustomed to and takes a lot more thinking 

and planning, so please be patient and any instructors willing to help please 

contact Terri Brown for obedience and rally; and the agility committee for agility  

If things change, hopefully we can increase the size of drills and classes and be-

come “more normal”  

In the meantime, all of you stay well and enjoy your dogs… 

Hopefully there will be an August meeting. July got rained out.  If you have 

thoughts or ideas, please feel free to contact any of us on the board 

 

Betty 

 

*We just learned that the Fall Agility Trial was cancelled. 



The summer and the heat is moving right along and we are already into August.   
Hard to believe. 
·  
We are still keeping our fingers crossed for the Fall Agility Trial being held  
Sept 25 – 27, 2020, at the Sheriff’s Posse grounds.  A lot of finger and paw  
crossing that we will be able to play in late September. 
 
The author has been told that folks don’t read the QQ Article and that is disheartening 
as the Agility Community does a lot of work that needs to be recognized and some 
things need to be called out to make us all better.  
 
Regarding the field:  Several Instructors have volunteered their time to build courses 
which is a huge undertaking.  The extra time they devote to the Club is greatly appreci-
ated.  These courses have been designed to accommodate all levels of handlers and 
dogs.  If the course or sequences do not work for your class, you can make changes but 
kindly return all obstacles and contacts to the original design.  If you move the height 
on the A-frame, please return it to full height. We would appreciate everyone following 
these guidelines which benefits all instructors and their students.Thank you for your 
cooperation.   
 
Regarding the equipment:  It has been suggested that for the safely of the dogs, you do 
not use the tire at this time.  It is in need of repair or replacement. 
                                                                               

Word was received today that the Agility Trial has been cancelled for September 

 
 

 

 

QQ Agility August 2020 

 To register 

for any Agility 

class, 

contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66

@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-

2706 
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A Note from Peggy Chandler - 

Linda Smith, no regrets.  You did everything that you could to make the trial happen, 

including stepping in as Trial Chair, working all the different possible scenarios for 

runs, working on minimizing the least number of people on the grounds at one time, try-

ing to find different venues, on the phone trying to find judges, all while still working as 

a nurse taking care of some of the most critical patients at your hospital.  



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 

 
 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, Cathy Dunbar,  
Stephanie Kouretsos, Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Terri Brown 

Agility Chairperson:  Michele Becknell 

Tracking Director: Gloria Napper-Owen 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 
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Scents & Nonscents 

A Farewell to Roy Oliver Bruno  
 
Roy Oliver Bruno died July 02, 2020, at the age of 101 years-11 months-02 days.  He died 
at the farm where he resided in Estancia, New Mexico since 2003.  Roy was preceded in 
death by his parents James Tilden Bruno and Nora Mae Harrington, brother Howard Earl 
Bruno and his wife of 63 years Irma Agnes Bruno.   
Not long after they were married Roy and Irma cared for nephew Rodney. He was very 
like a son to the couple and experience with the youngster caused Roy to declare he want-
ed four sons after which Irma could have as many more children as she wanted. Roy is 
survived by sons Roy E. (Diana) Bruno, Peter (Jane) Bruno, Dale (Annie) Bruno, Chris 
(Sara) Bruno, nephew Rodney (Gloria) Hill and daughters Kim (Marco) Bañales, Patricia 
Bruno. Roy's family continues to grow with 24 grandchildren and 23 great-
grandchildren.   
Born on August 1, 1918, in North Creek, New York, Roy recalled as a child that he would 
often hear adults whisper, "Don't excite Little Roy.  He's got a bad heart and won't live 
long."  In his elder years he would chuckle at the irony of having outlived all those who 
had predicted his early demise.  He often told stories of growing up in the woods where he 
observed the wild creatures. His experiences lead to a life-long study of animal behavior. 
He loved camping, hunting, and fishing and for a time earned a living as gunsmith and 
guide. Skills that served him well in the military.  
Roy proudly served in the US Navy during WWII with the 146th US Naval Construction 
Battalion.  He was among the first to be called "Seabee." In 1943, he helped build the 
largest Naval Fuel Depot in Iceland.  January, 1944, Roy took part in the rearmament of 
Landing Ship Tanks (LST) in Londonderry, Northern Ireland. These craft carried troops 
from ship to shore during the D-Day Invasion. Roy was awarded his first Bronze Star by 
participating in the invasion of the French coast.  As Roy recalled, the Navy thought he 
did such a good job in Europe, they shipped him off to the Pacific.  Roy was a member of 
the occupation force on Okinawa where he earned his second Bronze Star.   
After the war Roy and Irma raised their six children in upstate New York.  He worked for 
Mohawk Airlines as a test welder, refitting and testing the welds that would keep aircraft 
in tact under the stresses of commercial use. His later employment life was spent in San 
Manuel, Arizona as a layout welder for Magma Copper Company.  
Recreationally, Roy had two loves: motorcycles and horses. Before the war, Roy enjoyed 
racing motorcycles. There are even family photos of his daring young bride astride the 
mechanical beasties. When his family was established, one evening after supper Roy 
asked his children to choose; the family could buy a motorcycle or horse. Put to a vote the 
older boys were outnumbered. The majority voted "Horse!".   
Roy studied everything he could regarding horses. He became a skilled farrier specializing 
in corrective horseshoes. However, his passion was training horses branded incorrigible. 
He helped horses deemed dangerous lose their fear and mistrust of people to become well-
mannered, reliable mounts.  
 At the age of 85 Roy, now a widower, packed his truck. He and his Vizsla dog, Emerald, 
moved from Arizona to Central New Mexico to live on his daughter's farm.  There is al-
ways something that needs fixing on a farm and Roy filled his hours puttering about. The 
farm also offered Roy the opportunity to purchase what was to be his last horse, an Arabi-
an gelding named Ben. Roy and Ben were two old codgers enjoying their last years to-
gether. Roy was 96 years old; Ben was 30 when the two went for a last ride.   
Roy traded his spurs for a dog leash and the dog community became the center of his so-
cial life. He became a fixture at dog classes taught at the Sandia Dog Obedience Club 
training facility in Albuquerque, NM.  He loved to go to local dog shows where Judges, 

 To register 

for any 

Agility 

class, 

contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos 

at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.

org or 828-

9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost 

$10 per 

dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, 

contact: 

Betty 

Pearson 

conchobar

66@ 

hotmail.co

m 

  505-898-

2706 
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professional dog handlers, and exhibitors would listen to him reminisce. Readily iden-
tified by the WWII Veteran's cap he always wore, Roy would give students advice, 
cheer their success, and help hold dogs ringside when an extra pair of hands were 
needed.  
 
Roy was accomplished with the Harmonica. He had been an elder in his church and 
taught at a Community College though he never finished high school. His ideal of the 
human equine partnership was realized when he became President of the Pinal County 
Sheriff's Posse, and the Posse members became a well-used civilian branch of the 
county law enforcement community. He was a life-long member Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 3370, Estancia Valley, NM.  
Roy was just an ordinary man who was born at the height of the Spanish Flu pandem-
ic. He witnessed travel change from horse-drawn buggies to automobiles, to jet air-
craft. He lived through war and economic depression. In his lifetime women got the 
vote, civil upheaval lead to civil rights. Man landed on the moon. Black and white, 
silent movies became cinema with sound and color. Ice boxes became refrigerators. 
Washing machines and telephones were invented. Home encyclopedia sets gave way 
to computers and the Internet. Roy was an ordinary man who lived an extraordinary 
102 years.  
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, memorial internment at the Arizona Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery, Tucson, Arizona, will be held at a later date.   
The family requests memorial gifts be made to:  
America's Horse Cares Program  
American Quarter Horse Foundation 
P.O. Box 32111 
Amarillo, TX 79120  
  
Torrance County 4H Dog Project 
P.O. Box 168 Estancia 
New Mexico 87016 
  
American Kennel Club 
Canine Legislative Support Fund 
www.apps.akc.org/apps/
governmentrelations/donations.cfm 
  
 
 
 
SDOC has sent a contribution to the  
Torrance County 4-H Dog Project in 
Roy's memory. 
 
 

 
 

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 

http://www.apps.akc.org/apps/governmentrelations/donations.cfm
http://www.apps.akc.org/apps/governmentrelations/donations.cfm
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Teaching People and their 

Dogs for over 50 years. 

 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see http://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for local events. 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club 

PO Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Phone: (505) 888-4221 

Future General Membership Meetings (in the 
SDOC training building) - always at 7:00 p.m. 
The dates and times may change due to COVID-
19 restrictions 

August 28 

September 25 

October 30 

November 20 

December 18 

 

 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at the 
SDOC training building) - always at 6:30 p.m. 
The dates and times may change due to 
COVID-19 restrictions 

August 25 

September 22 

October 27 

November 17 

December 15 

 

 

 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club 

PO Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Phone: (505) 888-4221 


