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Inside this issue: 

Once a year it seems as if the whole dog world 

tunes in to watch the Westminster Kennel Club 

dog show.   How did it come to have such dis-

tinction and what’s behind it?   

 

First of all, it’s the second oldest continuous 

sporting event held in the U.S.  It started back 

in the 1870s when a group of sporting enthusi-

asts met at the Westminster Hotel to discuss 

dogs.  I can imagine the talk:  who had the pret-

tiest dog, who had the best hunter, whose dog 

produced the best pups, etc.  While it was first 

called the Westminster Breeding Association, it 

was soon changed to the Westminster Kennel 

Club and has remained that since then.  It has 

been held for 141 years; the only sporting event 

older is the Kentucky Derby.   

 

In 1877, it was held for the first time and drew 

an entry of 1201 dogs.  Proceeds from the last 

day were presented to the Society for Preven-

tion of Cruelty to Animals.  Dogs were listed in 

the catalog as “not for sale” or for sale at a 

price listed in the catalog at as much as 

$10,000.  Imagine what that would be in to-

day’s market.   

 

In 1888, Anna Whitney became the first wom-

an to judge a dog show in the U.S.  She judged 

117 St. Bernards.  In 1892, entry fees were 

raised from $3 to $5 and remained at that price 

until 1947.  In 1904, handlers first began to 

wear an armband with their catalog number of 

their dog.  In 1907, the title of Best In Show 

was awarded for the first and was given to the 

Smooth  Fox Terrier, Ch. Warren Remedy.  He 

went on to win BIS for the next two years, a 

record that still stands today.  Only six other 

dogs have won BIS twice in a row. 

 

In 1917, a war hero GSD named Filax of 

Lewanno who had brought 54 wounded sol-

diers to safety as exhibited at Westminster.  

Another GSD, owned by Lou Gehrig of the 

New York Yankees was exhibited and took sec-

ond in the Open Bitch class in 1933.  In 1943 

and 1944 proceeds went to benefit the World 

War II Dogs for Defense. 

 

More recently, in 2006 a Colored Bull Terrier 

named Rufus was the first of his breed to win 

BIS and in 2010, he was saluted by AKC with 

an AKC Humane Fund Award of Canine Excel-

lence as the nation’s top therapy dog.  Then, in 

2008, Uno became the first Beagle to win BIS 

and was even invited to the White House.  Also 

in 2009, a 10 year old Sussex Spaniel named 

Stump became the oldest dog to win BIS.  He 

was later featured on the cover of AARP, the 

Magazine. 

 

Dogs are judged individually by breed on Mon-

day and Tuesday with breeds being divided into 

seven groups; three groups being judged on one 

day and four on the other.  The group judging is 

held for the breeds in Sporting, Hounds, Terri-

ers, Toys, Working, Herding and Non-Sporting 

on the day their breed is judge with the final 

seven breeds competing for Best In Show on 

Tuesday.  It is one of the last Benched shows 

left in the U.S. so the dogs are required to be 

present at their assigned place from 7a.m. to 7 

p.m. on the day they are judged.  Dogs compet-

ing for BIS have extra long days due to the 

evening showing of groups.  It takes a tough 

dog to last to the final BIS class and still look 

like a dog that is “asking for it” in the ring. 

 

Westminster has evolved into much more than 

a dog show now.  There are awards for the 

Award For Canine Excellence in the categories 

of Uniformed Service K-9, Service Dog, Thera-

py Dog, Search and Rescue Dog, and Exempla-

ry Companion.  A couple of years ago, the last 

category was won by a 2-year-old GSD who 

was bitten three times by a rattlesnake while 

protecting his seven year old master, Molly.  

Believe it or not, Haus lived.   

 

The week of Westminster has become a major 

showcase for dogs and offers a special day of     

  Continued on page 9 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our new Webmaster 

Webmaster 
@sdocnm.org 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                                
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

TDX Test Held Recently 

Gloria Napper-Owen, Trial Chair 

SDOC hosted its 43rd Tracking Dog Excellent Test on Sunday, February 4, 2018. 

Judges Sharon Jolly and Tom Hacholski provided challenging tracks that allowed 

the six dog/handler teams to show their talents through the grass meadows and 

sandy arroyos in the Big Foot Tracking Area, southwest of Placitas. There were five 

local teams and one out of state team entered, and the day was sunny, warm, and 

breezy. The team of Doranna Durgin and MACH Albedo’s Charter Member VCD2 

PCDX BN GN RE MXB MJS XF T2B CA drew Track 1 and successfully worked 

the 800 + yard track, finding two intermediate articles and the glove at the end of the 

track. The five other teams worked hard in the dry conditions, but either missed an 

intermediate article or went off track.  

 

I would like to thank the members who assisted with the trial: Lynn Wilson, test sec-

retary; tracklayers Leslie Swisher; Rich Cummings; Bob Owen; Tom Redmon; cross 

tracker layer extraordinaire Bob Kipp and LeAnn Miller; judges transportation 

Janelle Brookhouser and Marcia Lucas; hospitality expert Cathy Dunbar; and the 

SDOC members who came out to help with staking: Gene Tatum, Ann Newbauer, 

Suzanne Ratchner; and Johanna Johanson who provided transportation for tracklay-

ers. 
 
Thank you also to SDOC and the membership for continued sponsorship of tracking 

events! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 

Your Editor 

Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before December 

1 will be credited 

to the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

The building will be closed on February  9, 2018 so that they can set up for the Novice Trials  that 

will be held Feb. 10-11.  If you regularly train on Friday, Saturday or Sunday, please arrange to do 

so on a different day that week.                                       

 

The premium is out for the March Agility trials.  They will be held March 16, 17 and 18 at the Sheriff’s 

Posse arena.  Judges are Cynthia Blanton and Arlyn Sigeti.  Trial Secretary is Lisa Franklin.  Runs are 

limited to a total of 660 daily so be sure to get your entries in right away!  Premums available on our 

website 

Enchantment Training Club is holding two UKC Nosework trials in February.  Feb. 3 is a one day trial 

offering all five scents and all five levels for a container and vehicle search only.  Then on Feb. 17/18, a 

trial will be held for all odors, levels and elements.  There will be two searches for containers, vehicles, 

interior, and exterior.  For full information or a premium, contact Dee Falk at dee.falk@yahoo.com.  

 

A Rattlesnake Avoidance Clinic will be held in Santa Fe at the ECIA Community Center in El Dorado 

development, just east of Santa Fe (1 Hacienda Loop, Santa Fe, NM) on Saturday, April 21, 2018 and on 

the West Mesa (off of Southern Blvd SE in Rio Rancho, NM) on Sunday, April 22.  The cost is $65 per dog 

(not sure if there is a lower cost for retesting dogs or for 2nd, 3rd or 4th dogs.  Checks will not be cashed 

until the clinics are completed in April.  Send checks to Tom Mauter, 20 Casa del Oro Loop, Santa Fe, 

NM, 87508.  Tom’s email for asking questions is:  tjmauter@comcast.net.  The Clinic is sponsored by the 

NM Brittany Club as it has been for the past couple years.  The clinic trainers will be Terry and Janet 

Chandler of Las Cruces and uses live rattlesnakes.  Hopefully there will be an entry form on our website 

in the near future.   

Because of our limited time for run-thrus  on Saturdays, we will continue to hold our Novice run-

thrus on Sat. from 8:45 to 9:45.  We will move our Beginning Novice run-thrus to Sunday mornings 

at 9:00 a.m.  We will try to accommodate you as time permits on the day that you can come, but try 

to come on these days as indicated.  We are excited to be able to use the entire training room for the 

courses, and hope this will make for more successful courses.  Thanks so much for all the helpful 

folks who set jumps, stand as posts, and generally steward for all of our run-thrus.  We especially 

thank all the volunteer ‘judges’ who help out, sometimes on very short notice. 

 

You can watch properly performed exercises according to the new AKC Obedience Regulations in the 

video sponsored by AKC on  the AKC Obedience/Rally YouTub channel. 

SDOC has been invited to participate in Obedience and Rally trials in the Sporting Dog Fanciers 

of New Mexico AKC Specialty Shows on Nov 3-4, 2018. The shows will be held at Balloon Fiesta 

Park. Before we commit SDOC to this additional show and give the Sporting Dog Fanciers our 

answer, we need to be confident that we will have thevolunteers needed to work at these tri-

als. Please email Betty Pearson (conchobar66@hotmail.com) if you will be willing to assist with 

this show.  The SDF would expect SDOC to essentially put on the Obedience and Rally parts of the 

show, and these two venues would be staffed by SDOC people.  We would get a share of the profits 

(or maybe all of the obedience/rally profits, I’m not clear on this) in return for being in charge of 

it.  Obedience and rally would be open to all breeds.  This could be great as it would add another 

trial in our area, but it would need lots of workers and needs input from our members to the 

mailto:conchobar66@hotmail.com


SDOC Board 

Meetings are held 

on the Tuesday 

prior to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. Minutes 

are available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

k9dance@comcast.

net 

 or at any General 

Membership 

meeting. 

DOUBLE 

Q 
Lots of illness this Winter. Dogs and Humans have been coughing and feeling punk 
since December. Most of us are on the road to recovery but viruses, bacteria, and 
fungi are everywhere.  We should all be mindful of these microscopic threats and 
take care of our community.  

 

On that note, there have been recent events suggesting we are forgetting what we 
should have learned in Kindergarten or Sunday School.  Incidents of vomit and urine 
left in crates have occurred. We have wondered why someone would leave a mess 
for others to find and clean. Maybe they didn’t see the accident. It does get dark in 
the crating area.  We are all ready to go home after a practice but that doesn’t re-
lieve us of the responsibility to clean up after our dogs. Maybe they didn’t have any-
thing to use for cleanup. We will be placing paper towels, Lysol spray and disinfect-
ant wipes on the metal shelves in the storage shed. These products will be available 
for cleanup. 

 

Checking a crate before and after using one will help us all do better. Many folks 

bring pads or blankets for their dogs. Providing a surface to absorb spills helps con-

tain disease causing organisms and keeps the crate cleaner. You can take the pad 

home and wash it!  

Continued from page 5 

 

Membership readings:  

Welcome Tracy Woolever who was voted into membership after a second reading! Sue Babcock 

moved, Barb Petersen second. Motion carried. 

 

Brags: There were many brags by the membership! Congratulations! Remember  to give Laurel 

Drew your brags for the newsletter! 

 

Hospitality: Thank you to Peggy Chandler  and all others who contr ibuted to hospitality! 

 

Announcements/Other Items: 

Peggy Chandler reminded all trainers who haven’t received a trainer’s gift to pick up your trainer’s gift 

and cross your name off the list. 

 

The next SDOC Membership meeting will be Friday, February 23, at 7:00 PM. Hope to see you all 

here! 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.    
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Want to become 

a member? Get 

an application in 

the lobby at the 

Club building, or 

download from 

the SDOC web 

site! 

January General Meeting Minutes 

By Julie Brozek 

 
In Attendance: 

Officers and Board Members:  Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Sue Babcock, 

Treasurer; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Julie Brozek, Recording Secretary; Board Members: 

Stephanie Kouretsos, Peggy Chandler, Christy Stern 

Directors: Gene Tatum and Pat Hester, Agility Directors; Annie Newsted, Tracking Director  

Absent: Amy Montano, Board Member ; Deb Tabor, Obedience/Rally/Conf/Other  Director  

 

The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 7:11 PM in the training room of the 

SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque.    
 

The minutes of the November 2017 and December 2017 Membership Meetings were approved as 

published. Barb Petersen moved, Sue Babcock second. Motion carried. 

 

Officers’ and Board reports: 

President: 

Have a good year of training!  

If you have any ideas that you would like to see for the club, let any Board member know. 

 

Vice President: 

Membership dues are due by the end of January. 

The building was cleaned last month. Thanks to Peggy Chandler who coordinated it and to all who 

pitched in to help! 

 

Corresponding Secretary: 

AKC processed SDOC’s November 26-27 VST. 

AKC will not be hosting the 2018 National Championship on March 23-25 in Gray Summitt, MO. This 

has been moved to June 29-July 18, 2018, and will be held at the Roberts Center in Wilmington, OH. 

 

Treasurer:  

The December Profit and Loss and the Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were reviewed. 

 

Training Directors’ Reports: 

Tracking: 

The November VST had one pass - Gloria Napper-Owen! 

Next weekend is the TDX in Placitas. All are invited to come and watch! 

 

Agility:  

The Board approved the Agility budget for 2018. We will purchase equipment and have money for field 

maintenance and miscellaneous.  

We will continue with the same people on the Agility committee this year. 

 

New Business: 

Barb Petersen reported the March 16-18 Agility trial entries are now open and all are encouraged to enter. 

Also, judges consistently say that the Albuquerque dog training community is a nice group to work with. 

 

Marco Banales asked for people to volunteer so that SDOC will have enough workers to be able to partic-

ipate in Obedience and Rally trials at the Sporting Dog Fanciers shows on Nov 3-4, 2018, at the Balloon 

Fiesta Park.  Also, all are invited to a birthday party the last Saturday in July for Kim’s father, Roy, who 

will turn 100 this year. More details will be in the newsletter. 

                                                                                                                    Continued on page 4 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

  

January has fled.. I know not where.. and here we are 
in February.. We have a full month  with various trials 
our members are attending both in and out of state,, 
and our own first Novice Obedience Trial being held at 
the club house the weekend of 9 -11 February.  Please 
be aware the building and agility yard will be closed to 
classes and use by members to train during those days.   

 

The key exchange which has often been held at the 
February meeting will take place at the MARCH meeting so please plan according-
ly if you are a key holder.  

 

It has been brought to my attention that there are times we have spoken to non 
members in what has been construed as rude and or abrupt. Not only the people 
involved but any listening can get a poor impression of SDOC when this occurs… 
We all need to keep in mind that we represent the club and need to think of how 
what we say sounds to others. 

Please be cordial and professional when talking to others of the club and the 
rules. 

 

We are working on having an obedience seminar in the not too distant future.. If 
you have ideas as to who might be a good person to have come, please let a 
board member or the Obedience Director, Deb Tabor know.  Also if you have ide-
as as to who might be a good speaker to have at a meeting please let a board 
member know. We welcome ideas. 

 

Enjoy the month and the time spent with your dogs.. working, trialing, walking or 
just being with them.  The next meeting will be 23 February.   Hope to see you 
there. 

 

Betty 
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Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 

a “CH” or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, please 

include a 

picture of your 

dog! 

The Club has done a great job in donating gently-used toys for Animal Control.  It seems 

that we’ve pretty well cleaned out our closets and garages as there have been almost none 

donated in the last few months.  So maybe we need a new focus. 

 

One of the Animal Control officers is trying to help homeless people who have dogs.  

Many of these people will not go to a shelter because they can’t take their companion with 

them.  Cpl. Katherine Waite is trying to help these people by distributing much needed 

items which she has received as donations.  She gives out collars, leashes, blankets and 

pet coats and sweaters.  I know that many of you donated items for the Hurricane Harvey 

relief and may not have ‘extras’, but beginning now, the container in the lobby at the Club 

will be for items that I will get to Cpl. Waite.  Blankets can be stacked under the container 

or left (after this weekend’s trial) on one of the crates in the training room with a note that 

it is for these donations. 

As a Club, we’ve always been generous with our time, talents and donations.  Let’s be 

generous with these with these offerings too.                    —Barb 

SDOC Donation Program 

By Barb Mitchell 

Club Key  

Exchange 

Will Be Held  

March 30  
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2018 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Julie Brozek 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, 
Amy Montano,  Stephanie Kouretsos, 
Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Deb Tabor 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum & Pat 
Hester 

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin 
and Les Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Barb Mitchell reports that Fag’n Golden Retriever earned his Novice, Intermediate and Advanced 

Tricks titles in December.  Barb also received a certificate for his earning titles in three or more dif-

ferent sports, in this case, obedience, agility, barn hunt and lure coursing.  Congratulations! 

 Donna Faulkner let us know that Qwik, Papillon, earned his Open Jumpers title plus another leg on 

his Standard Novice title in Agility.  Nice going, you two! 

 Peggy  Chandler’s Sheltie, Jake, earned his Master Jumpers Preferred 5 and his Master Jumpers Sil-

ver titles at the Weimaraner Agility trial in January along with 3 Jumpers Qs and one Standard Q 

with a Double Q on Sunday. 

 Peggy also earned a third in Master’s FAST on Saturday with Aussie, Buzz! 

 Chuck Chandler and Aussie, Buster went six for six (3 Double Qs)  at the same weekend trial! 

 Several of our members have reported receiving Certificates from AKC celebrating their participa-

tion and success in at least 3 different AKC sports.  Barb Mitchell, Jane Winkler,  

 Congratulations to Linda Kipp and Tempo who earned their Preferred Agility Championship in Jan. 

 Barbara Peterson and BC Lacey finished their Master Agility Championship in January!   

 Pam Day’s Cardigan Corgis won several titles in 2017:  Bea earned RN, Lure Coursing CAA, and 

Farm Dog titles; Lacey earned RN and Trick Dog Novice; and Jet earned his Farm Dog Certificate. 

 
 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.org 

or 828-9660 

 

To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-2706 

Page 8 Scents & Nonscents 



Continued from page 1 

Meet The Breeds which gives people an opportunity to meet most if not all of the 170 or so breeds recognized by the 

AKC.  There are also meetings of many active dog organizations, the Awards Banquet for the Dog Writers of America, 

including the naming of the best single breed magazine, magazines in several different categories, authors of books in 

various categories and other special events.  Junior Handlers are also recognized.   

While the dogs have an exhausting week, the handlers and owners do too.  Many Clubs have meetings since this is a 

gathering place and time for people from all over the U.S. whether they are showing or not, and it’s always a time for a 

party in New York City.  If you ever get the chance to go, I highly recommend attending as an observer.  My experience 

made me feel that I don’t want to show one of my dogs in this high stress situation, but I’m not going to discourage oth-

ers from attending and showing.  SDOC has had several of our members attending and sometimes doing very well.  

Carolee Douglas and her Cocker Spaniels is one who has had success at Westminster.  I believe she has at least one dog 

entered this year, and we wish her lots of luck!                                            —Laurel Drew, your ed. 

AKC Title Recognition 

By Laurel Drew 

AKC has made some changes concerning titles to be recognized lately.  Rather than going through the process 

of creating programs of its own for some sports, it is officially recognizing and awarding titles awarded 

through independent sports programs.  Most of us are up on which ones they are, but more are being added all 

the time.   

At present, AKC is recognizing the following titles:   

Barn Hunt which is already well established in our area.  It tests dogs on the instincts and skills that would en-

able a dog to perform a hunt for rats and other small critters, but mainly rats, in a barn.  This was a much need-

ed skill in the past, especially in rural area, but it is still necessary, and some groups are even having fun hunt-

ing in garbage piles and basements in current day cities.  It is sponsored by the Barn Hunt Association.  

Flyball has become a popular sport in many parts of the country, including New Mexico.  It consists of a team 

of four dogs running in relays over a series of four jumps to a machine which releases a ball which each dog 

must catch and return to the starting point before the next dog is released to go.  The team with the fastest time 

wins.  We have teams right here in Albuquerque which compete and now AKC recognizes titles awarded by 

the sport’s organization.  Flyball is sponsored by the North American Flyball Association. 

Dock Diving is more popular back in the eastern U.S. and on the West Coast where there is more water availa-

ble.  I have seen this sport televised, and it is great fun to watch.  Dogs vie to be the farthest dog to jump and 

retrieve an object either from the water, or suspended over the water.  There are divisions for different sizes 

and divisions from Novice to Elite.  It is sponsored by the North America Diving Dogs association.  In June, 

2016, a dog achieved a distance of 26 feet which set a new record.   

The Trick Dog title is now recognized at several different levels.  I wish it had been around when I had my dog 

Brandy who was an accomplished performer and could have competed soccessfully.  This sport is fairly new 

and is sponsored by the Do More With Your Dog association.  Complete information about title levels and 

AKC recognition can be found on the web.  AKC recognizes Novice, Intermediate, Advanced and Expert if 

you send in $20 and a copy of your DMWYD title certificate.  There is yet a further title in this sport, Perform-

er, but to receive this title, you must not only send in your $20 but also a video of your dog’s performance.                    

Have Fun Competing For New Titles and Check AKC’s Website For More!  
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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PAID 

Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 

More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

January   26      (Banquet,, Jan.  6) 

February  23  (CORRECTED DATE) 

March 30 

April 27 

May 25 

June 29 

July 27    (Ice Cream Social?) 

August 31? 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

January 23,  2018 

February 20 

March 27 

April 24 

May 22 

June 26 

July 24 

August 28? 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


