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Inside this issue: 

 I’ve been considering some ideas that 
the Club might consider, probably for 
the future as it may be too late to do 
them this year.  I thought I’d just take 
this opportunity to run them past the 
membership.  Feel welcome to agree, 
disagree or whatever.  Letters to the 
Editor would be delighted to have some 
responses. 

So, what are these ideas?   

Well, they concern how to reach more 
people, especially youngsters.  As you 
know, the membership in most obedi-
ence clubs is aging, and we aren't 
reaching as many young people as we 
might hope.  We need more out-reach 
programs that will make a serious im-
pact on the lives of the general public.   

I realize that we offer excellent pro-
grams for the public, but do we do 
enough?  Do we, for instance, devote a 
class or even one night of one of our 
courses to the basics of actual care of 
the dog, the importance of grooming, 
housing, food, not running at large, a 
secure fence and what that means for 
various sizes of dogs?  If we don’t do 
this, we need to, even if it means 
lengthening our basic novice courses 
by one week.  Attention to these topics 
could mean life or death for someone’s 
dog.  Just look at the headlines and the 
tv news programs lately.  We could 
make a difference in those headlines if 
we put our minds to it. 

What if we were to offer a special 
course for kids on how to actually take 

care of their pets.  Heck, we could in-
clude all kinds of pets if we wanted as 
their basic needs are much the same:  
shelter, food, water, and attention.  Pos-
sibly we could offer such a course 
through Girl or Boy Scouts, the Public 
Library children’s programs, summer 
school or city offered programs, etc.  
We could reach kids through their 
schools, daycare, churches, veterinari-
ans, etc.  The culture in this state is way 
behind in attitudes toward companion 
animals, and perhaps we could help 
change that. 

Too big a job for us?  Perhaps its time 
to coordinate with other local clubs 
such as FlyBall, Dancing With Your 
Dog, even the reptile and cat clubs.  
We could coordinate a whole program 
of summer programs on the subject of 
pets with the other local clubs, perhaps 
even getting the Zoo and it’s traveling 
program involved.  We might be able 
to offer a centralized site for an all day 
or all weekend forum on pet care and 
make it free so that folks would come.  
I know that we did something similar 
just for dog training some time ago, but 
this might go a step beyond that.   

And how would this benefit us?  The 
obvious answer is that it would give us 
publicity, but it might also interest 
some younger people in actual training, 
continued on page 6 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agility, 
please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at   

                            http://www.sdocnm.org                                                            
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
By Sherry Rogers 

Tuesday, April 7, Nanci Olson, Ken Brown and Sherry Rogers had an 8th 
birthday party for their dogs.  Nanci’s dog, Riley, and Sherry’s dog, Kenzi, 
had the same birth date and were given matching blue scarfs.  Ken’s dog, 
Hooper was was born just a few days earlier.  Let’s hear it for these elder 
citizens who are still right in the thick of things! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to 
Check the Web-
site for complete 

class infor-
mation , class 

applications  and 
special updates. 

Some sad news to report this month.  One of our active agility members, Elinore Bruni, 
passed away on March 10.  So far no services or memorials have been organized.  Ellie 
was very active and supportive of our SDOC agility program, helping in an assortment of 
ways.  She will definitely be missed! 
 
We will have a speaker at our April meeting on April 24.  A short bio of our speaker 
can be found on page 11 of this newsletter.  It sounds very interesting. 
 
There will be a Cardiac Clinic for dogs on Saturday, April 25.  There must be 8 to 15 
dogs signed up for it to be held.  If there is enough response, a second one may be sched-
uled after the May shows.  The Clinic will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Veterinary 
Emergency and Specialty Clinic, 4000 Montgomery NE.  There will be a side door open 
so folks can go in without exposing their dogs to potentially sick dogs.  The cost is $200 
for ‘echo witih Doppler’, $110 for Holter, and $40 for electrocardiogram with six leads.  
Dogs should be asymptomatic, and more than one dog can be ‘entered’ if there is room.  
The CC is filling quickly so you ‘might’ not get in, but do apply so that if there is enough 
interest, another can be scheduled.  Send application and fees to Berna Lee Akin, PO Box 
3774, Albuq., 87190-3774.  Berna Lee can be reached at 505-463-7540 for questions.  
Dogs MUST be preregistered. 
 
Enchanted Poodle Club is holding a seminar on Sunday, April 19 at Arie’s Dogland from 
1-4 pm.  The talks will include “Prevention Throughout a Dog’s Life, the Senior Dog, 
and Paying Attention to Health Issues” from 1:00 to 2:15 pm.  From 2:15 to 3:00 pm Joy 
Ahiers and Sharon Maughan will discuss positive vs. traditional training and clicker 
training.  From 3 pm until finished CGC testing will be offered.  Sounds like a useful 
way to spend an afternoon so Contact Barbara for details at 220-7206 or check the Poo-
dle Club home page:  www.enchantedpoodleclub.com  for more information.   
 
The premium list for the Weimaraner Club of Albuquerque’s June AKC agility trial 
is posted and is available on SWAT’s website,  (www.southwestagilityteam.org) as 
well as SDOC’s.  Judges are David Mancino and Jacqueline O’Neill, both VMOs.  
All levels of Standard and Jumpers will be offered along with T2B on Friday and 
Sunday and all levels of FAST on Saturday, as well as ISC classes on Friday and 
Saturday.  It will be held at the Indoor Horse arena at Expo New Mexico.  Entries 
open May 1st so be alert.   
 
Stewards are still needed to help at our THREE trials in May.  We are covering the 
obedience stewarding for both our trial and the two RGKC trials as these are, once 
again, Regional Trials for the AKC National Obedience Trials.  We need lots of help.  
Lunches and free parking  will be available for stewards.  Contact Dede Brownstein 
or Terri Brown to volunteer. 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Stephanie 

Kouretsos at 
bixbyb@ 

aol.com  

Or 828-9660 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Obedience Director’s Tidbits 
By Toi Tschohl 

We’re off and running towards the May trials! As you know, we are once again a 
Regional Qualifier event so there will be excellent competition at the shows.  This 
is a perfect learning opportunity for all of us.  If you’re a newbie to the whole 
competition experience, one of the best ways to learn is to steward. And believe 
me,YOU WILL BE MUCH APPRECIATED.  So even if you can only come out for 
part of a day, it will be a great help. 
The other way to learn about the ring experience is to take Hallie’s “View from 
the Other Side of the Clipboard” class.  Very enlightening and tons of fun.  What’s 
that?  Learning regs can’t be fun?  Hallie makes it fun!  We hope to talk her into 
offering this class again before our Fall Trials. 
Any and all help with run-throughs will also be appreciated.  They are picking up 
now in preparation for the trials, so there are lots of opportunities to help.  
I’m looking forward to working hard with all of you in the next couple of months! 
Take care and Heel well (and straight) 
Toi 

 

Remember, Spring Trials close on April 22, 2015!   
Be sure to volunteer to help with Stewarding.  Stewards 

are needed to cover 3 days, not just one. 
Good Luck to All of You, and Love Your Dogs! 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

Minutes of General Meeting, March 2015 
By Karen Naughton 

The SDOC meeting was held March 27, 2015, at 7050 at Pedro NE, Albuquerque, NM. The meet-
ing was called to order by President Jeff Robb at 6:59 pm. Present were: Karen Provine, Betty Pearson, 
Estelle Metz; Terri Brown, Pam Sehmer, Suzanne Ratchner Absent: Michele Lommasson 

President’s Report 

 President Jeff Robb went to Santa Fe to hear House Bill 415 which stated that the Animal 
Sheltering Board shall develop and implement a statewide spay and neuter program. An amendment 
was proposed that added “voluntary” to the bill.  The bill passed in the Senate and is currently on the 
Governor’s desk. The added amendment was a huge victory for those who enjoy purebred dogs. If any-
one wants to support the bill, you can contact the Governor. Read the bill carefully and make up your 
own mind beforehand. 

 SDOC’s spring trial is coming up. Chief ring stewards are Dede Brownstein and Terri Brown. 
We need people to volunteer and fill 3 days worth of stewards to help out for a few hours or all day if 
possible. There would be no show without stewards. If you plan to compete, it’s a great learning experi-
ence. Lunch and free parking passes will be provided to volunteers and no experience is required.  Tro-
phy sponsors are also needed. A clipboard to sign up and volunteer was passed around. 

 Ellie Bruni died recently. She was involved in agility and generously gave to the club. No for-
mal ceremonies are planned for the family. It is possible for the club to have a celebration of her life. 

 The Board asked Suzanne Ratchner and Chris Harmon to assist by conducting a security sur-
vey of SDOC building and grounds. They submitted a report that we are in good shape with only a few 
changes that need to be made.  

 Vickee Jones recommended spreading the product “Sweet PDZ” in the “potty yard” to combat 
the smell. 

 Jeff is working on an Obedience seminar and hopes to have one later this year.  AKC is work-
ing on rules changes for Obedience. 

 Activities for this weekend are: Saturday and Sunday in Los Lunas, ASCA is offering Obedi-
ence and Rally and Conformation trials. It will be a small, relaxed atmosphere, a good way to start com-
peting. Sunday the German Shepherd Dog Club will hold a fun match. 

 

Vice President’s Report 

 Peggy Chandler brought a door prize.  Everyone be sure to sign up on the attendance sheet. 

 Membership directories are available for anyone who doesn’t yet have one. 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

 March 3026 Lynn Wilson thanks SDOC for plant received. Curt Curtis stepped in to replace 
judge, Alan Immerman, for our Fall Trials. Full approval has been received from AKC. Barb Mitchell 
sent email reporting that, since the first of the year, she has sent a plant to Lynn Wilson and a card to 
Donna Faulkner. Barb asked Dick Bruni if there was a charity he’d like us to make a donation in 
memory of Ellie, but he said he couldn’t think of anything and would give it some thought. Barb hasn’t 
heard back from him, so wonder if there is something agility needs that’s permanent that we could pur-
chase in her memory, or any other ideas. The Agility Committee will discuss and make a recommenda-
tion.   

                                                                                                  

Continued on p. 7 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

Continued from page 1 

 especially if we included some tricks in our presentations.  I’m sure some of our folks 
would love the opportunity to show off the tricks their dogs do.  It would gain us good 
will with the Animal Services Departments, and the various rescue and animal protection 
groups.  Anything that would lessen the number of dogs needing rescue is worth trying.  
After all, we are an obedience club, but more than an obedience club, we are a DOG club 
and need to do even more outreach than we currently do.  If we want our dogs and our 
sport to continue and our animals to continue to be welcome in public, we need more 
ways to reach prospective members.  We need to inform more people of the importance of 
responsible animal ownership and how to do that.  Training is  not the total answer alt-
hough it is obviously an important part of it.  Coordinating with other clubs would give 
folks even more opportunities to learn not just where or with whom to gain more 
knowledge, but how much fun it can be and how necessary it is within our current culture.   

If we could work through the city  or library summer programs, we would be able to reach 
people, especially kids in various parts of the city.  By working with other clubs, we 
would be able to reach a bigger variety of kids and parents and make them aware that 
there are supportive organizations for all kinds of animals.  In many cases, ill treatment of 
animals is less a matter of intent than it is of ignorance.  We can help with the ignorance 
while the authorities deal with the intent.   

Obviously, our state has its faults when it comes to animal cruelty.  We only outlawed 
cock fighting a few years ago, and while illegal, both it and dog fighting still go on.  I be-
lieve that part of the answer to that is education of young people in the proper and loving 
care of animals.  Society as a whole has changed, and it’s past time the cultures in our 
state did so as well.  In the past, no real attempts to change the culture, not just by outlaw-
ing activities but by education, have occurred.  The time has come to change that, and we 
could play a big part in the action.  

In fact, we should play a big part or we will find ourselves like some other states where 
pet ownership is being legislated out of existence.  We don’t want that!  Perhaps this is 
one way to start the changes that are needed.  Any takers? 

Yup, I usually end up sounding like I’m preaching, but it isn’t intentional.  I just want 
more folks aware of what can be done if we all work together to help animals, owners, 
and even ourselves.  If you differ with my views, please write an article presenting your 
view and opinions.  I can only try to start the conversation.  It’s up to the rest of you to 
join in.  I’ll be only too glad to try and provide a forum for you to do so.  Let’s hear it for 
education and our companions!           [The Editor] 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Continued from p. 5   

AKC reports the US House of Representatives has approved a comprehensive passenger train bill that 
requires Amtrak to develop a pilot program that would designate at least one car where passengers may 
transport a dog or cat in a kennel that could be stored according to Amtrak’s requirements for carry-on 
luggage. 

 AKC Board of Directors approves new obedience regulations effective Dec. 2015. They can be 
found on our Yahoo list. 

 Aciel Brown thanks the SDOC Board for approving Lifetime Membership Status. 

Treasurer’s Report  Given and on file. 

Board Members 

 Terri Brown reported that the Facebook home page has a link at the top of the page to join our 
group. It will automatically approve you as a member and you can post as much as you want. 

Tracking Director’s Report 

 Annie Newsted reported that they had a great TDX in Feb. There were 6 entries and 3 passes. A 
VST test will be held Thanksgiving weekend at UNM. The tracking group is looking for help for the test. 

Obedience 

 Toi Tschohl reported that Christy Stern was promoted from Apprentice to Assistant trainer in 
Rally Obedience. A new class began this week on Wednesday at 7:30 pm. The class is “Ring Prep” in-
structed by AKC judge, Hallie Ray. She will be cover the Rules and Regulations for Obedience so that 
those taking the class will understand what to expect when you go into the ring. 

Agility Director’s Report 

Barb Peterson reported that the March trial was great with 2 MACHs, great judges, fun courses that were 
fun, but not easy. We received high compliments from the judges. Agility group may start investigating 
indoor facilities because the wind is coming. Barb had keys with her at the meeting if anyone needs to 
exchange their field key. Peggy Chandler has the last of the 2014 trainer gifts for those who didn’t get 
theirs yet. There are also some on sale. A “weed” person is needed for the yard and around the building. If 
anyone has a name to recommend, let Barb know. 

Old Business 

 Last month was key exchange. Thanks for the hardy souls who made it to the meeting. Contact 
Maggie Gee if you didn’t get your key. 

New Business 

 Rosemary Burtch purged the names of people who didn’t join the club. Some folks have more 
than one account. She will email people to find out which account is correct. She will send out invitations 
to new members to join the Yahoo Group. It’s a good way to keep up with what’s happening. 

Jeff Robb explained that SDOC has to replace the old copier and we “lost” the company that was sup-
posed to service it. After intensive research and discussion, the Board made a decision to purchase a 
Lexmark XM 3150. It is less sophisticated than the old one. However, it has all the features that we need. 
Southwest Copy Systems will be our service provider. They guarantee service within 24 hours. Purchase 
price is $1,985.00. The service contract is 37.50/month. The company will take away the old copier. 
There is a 1-year manufacturer’s warranty and includes ultiple training session. The purchase cost, plus 
service contract is higher than can be approved  without general membership approval.  

Len Stans made a motion for the purchases. Donna Sloan seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
Peggy Chandler suggested that we have training when we have classes and people are already at the build-
ing. 

                                                                                                       Continued on p. 11 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2015 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Karen Naughton 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer,  
Terri Brown, Michele Lommasson, Su-
zanne Ratchner 
 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Toi Tschohl 
Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler &  
Barb Peters 
Tracking Director:   
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland and 
Allie Wimber  
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.com 

Or 
266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Clint Wolf’s Kaia Golden earned her MXP (Masters Agility Preferred) title at our recent AKC agili-
ty trial in March.   

 Not to be outdone, Clint’s Golden, Skyler, finished her Excellent FAST title and took 1st place in a 
large 20” Excellent Jumpers class at the same trial.  Then, at the recent ASCA trial, Skyler earned 
her Novice Gamblers and Novice Jumpers titles!  Way to go Skyler! 

 Evelyn Vinogradov and her father-son team of Australian Shepherds, Tux and Doc just finished 
their first year in agility and have acquired 11 AKC and ASCA titles since last May.  Tux is the star,  
having worked his way up to Master Standard Preferred in just one year, but Doc isn’t far behind. 

 Penni Adrian reports that her 17 month old Cardigan Corgi, Flutter, finished her Championship at 
the Tanana shows in Alaska with 3 majors.  The following day, she took a Group 3!  Congratula-
tions!!  Penni also reports that on April 12, her Cardigan Corgi, Chase, earned a HIT (Herding) from 
the Advanced Sheep class and 3 more points toward his Dual Championship (Ch. And Herding Ch.)  
Way to go, Chase and Ellen!!! 

 Suzanne McGowan and her BC, Jedi, did very well at the AKC Agility Nationals in Reno, NV, 
earning the number one seed going into the extremely competitive 20” final round.  A photo of them 
with their ribbons from the AKC Nationals is on page 10.  Super!!! 

 Nanci Olson and Sue Steketee’s English Springer Spaniel, Riley, finished his Master Bronze AKC 
agility title at the recent VVKC trial. 

 Lisa Frankland’s Kerry Blue Terrier, Remi, won High in 
Trial out of Utility B at the recent Terry-All KC shows in 
Colorado! 

 

 

       

Clint and Skyler 
working agility 
at the recent 
ASCA trials. 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
kknaughton@g

mail.com 

 or at any 
General 

Membership 
meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

The AKC board voted to approve 75 changes/additions to the Obedience Regulations, effective December 
1, 2015.  For details please see:  

Summary - Obedience Regulations (Effective December 1, 2015)  
Obedience Regulations & Judges Guidelines – shows a side by side comparison of the old wording 

and the revised wording. 
In general AKC cleaned up the wording of many of the exercises and added additional information or clari-
fication to others.  The side by side comparison is very helpful.  I am just going to hit the significant chang-
es that have the greatest impact on training.  

The highlights by class  

Novice & Open 
Require leashes to be left on the dogs during the group exercise in Novice (not Open) 
Allow judges the option of deciding if the group exercise will be conducted after “X” 

number of dogs in the class or if all the group exercises will be conducted after 
the last individual team is judged. 

Dogs that have not been released or excused have the option of doing sits and downs. 
Handlers need to check their dog in for sits and downs immediately following 
being judged. 

 
Utility Scent Discrimination  

Allow handlers the option of supplying two different types of sets of articles from 
three different allowable types of articles: leather, metal or wood 

It is not required that the dog watch the articles being put out. 
The scoring of this exercise will not begin until the judge gives the order "Choose an 

article.” 
 

Utility Directed Retrieve 
Substantial penalty (currently NQ) for the direction not given simultaneously or im-

mediately following. 
Substantial penalty for lack of directness. 
 

Optional Titling classes – a lot of clarification in wording of exercises (see website) 
 
Beginner Novice - Dogs with a CD, PCD or less will be eligible for this class 
 
Graduate Novice - Add the dumbbell to the Recall over High Jump exercise 
 

Short Summary of AKC Regulation Changes 
2015 

By Janice Anthes 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

Congratula ons to Susan McGowen and her border collie, Jedi, for their outstanding performance at the AKC 
Agility Na onals the end of March in Reno.  If you want to see world‐class Agility compe on, check out the 
videos on YouTube. 
 
SDOC has an outstanding Spring Agility Trial in March at the Bernalillo County Sheriff's Posse on north Second 
Street.  A big thanks to Susan Neal, trial chair; Barbara Petersen and Talya Bowland, hospitality; Laura Eche‐
verria and Peggy Chandler, chief ring stewards; Mike Provine, equipment guru; and everyone else I may have 
overlooked. 
 
The trial had two Master Agility Champions crowned on Friday the 13th.  For these two, that day will no long‐
er be considered bad luck.  Congratula ons to Sheri Avent and Mys  on their first MACH and to Linda Kipp 
and MACH 4 Picassa. 
 
The weather is star ng to warm up and that means changes in some class  mes.  Keep an eye on the SDOC 
home page for the latest changes. 
 
SDOC has a new Facebook page (thanks to Terri Brown and Diller Magoo) and let's brag about our accom‐
plishments by pos ng pictures of our accomplishments of all dog sports. 
 

Whatever you do, don't 
forget  to "Jump 
for  Joy". 
 

Left to right:  Suzanne McGowen, 
Dick Bruni, Doris Hartenberger, and 
Laura Echevarria having fun at our 
March Agility Trial. 

Susan 
McGowen and 
Jedi witih rib-
bons from 
AKC Agility 
Nationals! 
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Continued from p. 7 

Membership chair, Karen Provine, introduced eight guests. There were four who were in attendance for the first time: Pam Day, 
Bonnie Oakley, Betsey Bretton, and Terry Cremers. The four attendees having their second reading were: Pat Furr, Deb Tabor, and 
Dana and Tessa Scheler. Peggy made a motion to accept the four having their second reading. Jo Ashburn seconded. Motion passed.  
The drawing for the Door prize was conducted and won by Amy Montana. 

 Thanks to Clint Wolf for hospitality tonight. He thanked everyone who helped Co-chair for May trial is Mark Brownstein 
who announced that volunteers were needed to set up on Thursday and tear-down on Sunday. There will be a free Warm-up on 
Thursday night for those competing. It will be timed at 5 minutes per competitor. 

 Peggy Chandler announced that there will be Friday AKC agility nationals will be held March 27-29 in Reno and will be 
available for viewing via live-streaming. 

 Next meeting is Friday, April 24, at 7:00 pm. 

 Meeting was adjourned at 7:42. 

 Submitted by Karen Naughton 

 

Biography and Background on Kris Bannon, DVM, FAVD, DAVDC 
Kris Bannon received her veterinary medical degree from Texas A&M University in 1998.  She worked in a 
small animal hospital in Santa Fe, NM for ten years before starting the first veterinary practice in New Mexico 
dedicated to the oral health needs of our companion animals. 

In 2008, she was the first veterinarian in New Mexico to earn the title of Fellow of the Academy of Veterinary 
Dentistry (FAVD).  She became a Diplomat of the American Veterinary Dental College (DAVDC) in 2010.  
Both certifications are earned after years of intensive training, followed by a rigorous application process and 
examination.  As a Diplomat of the AVDC, Dr. Bannon became the first and only board-certified veterinary 
dentist in the state of New Mexico! 

She was chosen for the Board of Directors for the American Veterinary Dental Society (AVDS) in 2006 and 
elected to President of the AVDS in 2013 for a 2 year term.  She also serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Peter Emily International Veterinary Dental Foundation, is a consultant on the dental specialty board of the 
Veterinary Information Network (VIN), and is on the Animal Health Advisory Board for HealthyMouth, LLC.  
In her free time, Dr. Bannon enjoys volunteering with the Peter Emily Foundation, using her advanced dental 
skills to benefit disadvantaged and captive wildlife in sanctuaries across the country.  Dr. Bannon enjoys 
teaching other veterinarians about quality dental care, and lectures frequently within New Mexico and nation-
wide. 

Dr. Bannon is very enthusiastic about dentistry and wants to share with everyone the positive effects that good 
dental health and oral hygiene can have on the quality of life for our beloved furry friends.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call email or just ask.  Her talk at SDOC should be excellent and possibly eye-
opening for some of us. 
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Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
April 24 
May 30 
June 26 
July 31 
August 28 
September 25 
October 30  (Halloween Party) 
November 20 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

April 21 
May 27 
June 23   (Ice Cream Social) 
July 28 
August 25 
September 22 
October 27 
November 17 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


