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Inside this issue: 

Hi All!  I’ve come up short on subjects this 
month so you are stuck with your editor’s 
ramblings.   

Spring is on its way—or so it seems today.  
And, with spring come all those trials and for 
some tribulations.  Do any of you out there 
have specific ways that you prepare for the 
spring activities?  I have a few, but I’m sure 
that many of you have more and probably 
better ones.  Feel free to contribute them.  If 
there are enough, we might put a ‘Tip of the 
Month’ in the newsletter.   

In her column this month, Barb Peterson 
(Agility Co-Director) mentions flatwork, an 
agility term indicating all those training points 
that can be done without jumps or agility 
equipment.  In obedience, in the rather distant 
past, we called such work ‘doodling’, and it 
was very useful.  We would do turns in 360 or 
720 circles, start a figure 8 and then break out 
of it in a run after one circuit or more.  You can 
vary speeds on the 8, or circle one of the posts 
several times to speed up or slow down your 
dog.   

Other doodling might be moving sideways 
while keeping your dog in proper heel position.  
Backing up with your dog in heel position is 
also handy.  Do any of these suggestions sound 
familiar?  They should.  They are typical parts 
of Rally exercises.  Similar moves are backing 
up, keeping your dog in front position, making 
it stay straight and quick.  There are numerous 
other moves you can do with and even without 
your dog, perfecting your own footwork to 
improve your part of the team.   

That is one important thing to remember.  You 
and your dog are a team!  When working, you 
need your dog to be as close to perfect as 
possible, but to accomplish that, YOU also 
need to be as perfect as possible.  Like that old 
Perry Como song says, you can’t have one 
without the other.  I guess I’m dating myself, 
but those words ring true for many aspects of 

life.  Whether you are working obedience, 
agility, tracking, freestyle, or nearly any other 
aspect of dog sports, teamwork is a necessity 
and one that is often forgotten.   

Another thought on teamwork is that it goes for 
much more than a single dog and handler.  
Whatever dog sport you are involved with, you 
need to remember and work with others in the 
sport to put on the events which you so love.  
Whether you can judge or not, volunteers are 
ALWAYS needed for various positions.  There 
used to be numerous fun matches and 
sanctioned matches at which you could learn, 
but now we have relatively few matches so we 
need to think of other ways to train volunteers 
in those positions.  Perhaps we need to have 
more short, perhaps just one day or less, 
seminars to teach people the various positions 
in rally, agility, obedience, barn hunt, 
nosework, and even lure coursing for CAT 
tests.  If people know what is involved and are 
less afraid of making a mistake, they may be 
more willing to get out there and be a timer, to 
help set up rally patterns, to steward for any of 
the sports.  If we want new folks to get 
involved in our dog sports, we need to teach 
them what to do.   

With that thought in mind, consider this.  We 
also need to get more people into our programs.  
We need to explore ways to reach more people 
such as visiting schools and libraries with 
demos and programs on dog care, training, and 
introducing kids to the various sports available.  
We could possibly make a short film or dvd 
that features short spots of herding, lure 
coursing, obedience, etc.  Summer programs 
are a very good bet.  Libraries are always 
looking for programs, and this gives them and 
us a chance to link dogs and kids together.  It 
also presents a chance to counter some of the 
HSUS and PETA propaganda.   

A few other ways to spread the word are flyers 
posted at vet’s offices, our ad in the Yellow 
Pages (are we still doing that?), and in such 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing, Allie Wimber 
and Peggy Chandler  

for copying and 
mailing, and to 
Clinton Wolf for 

posting to the Club’s 
website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

Barn Hunt/Instinct Test Coming Up! 

The Barn Hunt and Lure Coursing Fun Day will be held Saturday, Feb. 22 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is presented by Turquoise Trail Dogs and 
Custom K9 Performance.  It will be held at Hartnell Park in Los Ranchos de 
Albuquerque.  The Hunt Instinct Test will be done first and start at 9 a.m. 
followed by the Barn Hunt and then the Lure Coursing.  For further 
information contact Dee Falk at Dee.Falk@yahoo.com.   
 
The Instinct test will cost $3.00 per test while the Lure Course will be $4.00 
per entry or three tries for $10.00.  Day of trial entries will be $5.00 for one 
and $12.00 for three.  The Barn Hunt entry fees will be $5.00 for one and 
$12.00 for three for pre-entry, and $6.00 for one and $15.00 for three runs 
if you pay at the door (so to speak).  The runs do not have to be for the 
same dog, but pre-entered dogs will take precedence over dogs entered on 
the day of the events.  Four dogs can be accommodated per half hour so 
please indicate your first 2 choices of the time slots you prefer on your entry 
form.  On the morning of the event, be sure to go to the registration table 
for you run tickets and present one of them to the people where the runs 
are being held for each dog you run.   
 
Mail your form—available at the SDOC Training Site or at the SDOC 
Website—to Dee Falk, 824 Madeira Dr. SE, Albuq., N.M. 87108.   
 
Remember, we need folks to help run this event so even if you don’t want to 
run, we could use your help.  Call Dee or email her ASAP to volunteer. 
 
IMPORTANT!  There will be a 2 day Herding Seminar held by CNMGSD Club.  
It is required for all herding judges and would-be judges but is open to 
everyone interested in Herding.  Claudia Saiz will have more information and 
a flyer is now available at the training building.  I believe this is to be held in 
March or early April.  Watch for news on the website or our yahoo list. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Hallie Ray reports that she lost her beloved Papillon, Luke, on Jan. 23.  He was 16 years old and was the 
only non-Sheltie to come and stay permanently in their home.  He was multi-titled and known as Ch. Pine 
Creak Sterling at Draco UD NA OAJ.  He came to Hallie at age 13 weeks and finished his Ch. at  13 
months of age with three majors.  The little guy will be much missed. 

 

OFA (eye) tests and Cardiac tests will again be offered at the spring RGKC shows in May.  
Berna Lee Akin sent out an email to our Club list, and I believe these forms will be available at 
our website as well.  Be sure to fill out your form and make an early reservation.  Dr. Roberts, 
who does the eye exams will fill out the other paperwork so the registration form is all you 
need.  She will send the proper forms to fill out for the Cardiac tests when she receives your 
reservation.  These are popular tests so be sure to sign up early.   

 

The Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers Association has changed its name to Lobo Coursing 
Club so look for future announcements from them.  The FIRST EVENT they will hold is 
the Spring CAT trials.  This is AKC all-breed lure coursing—different from the lure 
coursing held by the terrier enthusiasts.  The course is longer 300 or 600 yards and 
containing several turns.  They will be held on March 8-9, with their Fall CAT trials now 
scheduled for September 13-14! The latter date was changed to accommodate the local 
SDOC agility trials.  Hopefully it will not interfere with any other events.  It is becoming 
more and more difficult to find a ‘free’ date so that  everyone can come, but we are trying.  
You should be able to find entry forms on their website, New Mexico Sighthounds, and I 
will try to have them posted to SDOC website as well.  Hope lots of you can attend! 

 

Don’t forget that SDOC also offers Conformation Classes.  Kim and Marco Banales ar the 
instructors for these classes, and they do a 
very good job.  Below you will find a photo 
of a ‘teaching tool’ , Atticus, wrapped in 
saran wrap so that stickers indicating 
various parts of the body that are important 
to conformation can be labeled.  What a 
sweet patient Vizsla Kim brought!  Atticus is 
being handled by Beki, the class assistant. 
Classes are held on Saturday afternoons.  
Information on the classes can be found on 
our website. 

 

John Provine was kind enough to check up on Myrna Breeden.  She now has just a 14 y.o. 
Papillon and a Chihuahua puppy.  Her old cat of 30 years died recently and she intends to get a 
new one.  Myrna is a long-time member of SDOC and was very active back in the 1970s and 
‘80s.  She mainly had wired-haired Dachshunds and did very well with them, garnering many 
titles and HITs.  While Myrna is no longer able to be active in the Cllub, we all wish her well.  
We’d love to see her at a meeting in the future.  You can reach her at 831-9627.   

                                                                                                  Continued on page 7 

 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

IT’S SPRING 
Or it might just as well be.  We have classes scheduled deep into next season.  As of this writing, I don’t 
have a feel for the number of registrations, but if it’s anything like January, we will have done good. 
 
Thanks to the following for teaching March classes:  Estelle and Danny Metz, Donna Sloan, Toi Tschohl, 
Donna Faulkner, Donna Tucker and Karen Naughton.  Special thanks to Betty Pearson’s favorite, To Be 
Announced, also known as Kill Me Now. 
 
KEY EXCHANGE 
The annual key exchange will be Feb. 28 during and just before the 7 p.m. general membership 
meeting.  Your building key won’t work after noon on that date.  Most of you know the eligibility rules.  If 
you don’t, you’ll find a notice elsewhere in this issue. 
 
If you can’t make it to the exchange, please ask someone you know and we trust and have them pick a key 
up for you.  Keys might be available at other days and times, but only at the convenience of the issuers 
(good luck with that). 
 
This year, it’s new exterior (building) keys only, not office keys.  Agility field keys are not in my 
Obedience purview. 
 
THE OTC 
Here’s my Obedience Training Committee for 2014:  Returning are stalwarts Julie Brozek and Catherine 
Waters.  Welcome, Toi Tschohl.  Gone is Jeff Robb, who has other things to do. 
 
STEWARDISHLY 
That’s a word I just came up with (and copyrighted) to promote the club’s semi-annual recruiting drive for 
Obedience and Rally stewards for the May trials.  The signup sheet should already be on the bulletin board 
in the training room.  Please consider volunteering to help out.  Encourage others, especially newcomers 
to Obedience and Rally, to take advantage of this learning experience.  And yes, there is such a thing as a 
free lunch! 
 
RUN-THROUGH OPENINGS 
We still have a few months “uncovered” in the 2014 Friday Night Run-Throughs.  Please consider 
volunteering to run the show for a month’s worth of Fridays.  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board in 
the training room. 
 
RUN-THROUGH ORDER 
Once in a while I get an e-mail about the order of a given Friday’s run-throughs.  So I’ve permanently 
answered the question by listing the order for each Friday on the club’s web site in the run-through’s 
listing under the Classes tab.  By “order,” of course, I’m referring to Novice, Open and Utility and how 
they change each Friday. 
 
THANKS AGAIN, AL 
My personal thanks to Al Sehmer for his personal gift to me:  a clever gadget made entirely of gears 
within gears—all of it printed in one sweep on a 3D printer.  Al’s gift was a thank-you for my ringing 
endorsement of this wonderful new technology in the Nov-Dec edition of S&N.  I hope all of you got 3D 
printers for Christmas.  I predict that in five years we’ll all print out our own custom dogs.  In fact, I 
regard Al’s gift is a prototype of a designer dog, given that it has teeth. 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

January General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

The January 31, 2014 General Meeting was held at SDOC at 7050 San Pedro in Albuquerque and 
was called to order at 7:01 by President Jeff Robb. Present were Estelle Metz, Karen Provine, Amy 
Hendrickson, Terri Brown, Gloria Napper-Owen, Betty Pearson, Agility Co-chairs Peggy Chandler and 
Barbara Petersen and Obedience Director John Clendenin. Not present were Pam Sehmer, Michele 
Lommasson, and Tracking Director Leslie Swisher. 
Estelle Metz made a motion to accept the November minutes as corrected and Donna Sloan seconded. 
Estelle Metz made a motion to accept the December minutes as written and Donna Sloan seconded. Both 
motions passed. 
 
President’s Report This is the first general meeting with me as president (again). There are a few new 
faces on the board. One present is Gloria Napper-Owen, as many of you know her already, as well as 
Peggy Chandler. The changes are going smoothly. The trainer’s banquet was held at the Tanoan Country 
Club and the feedback was very positive at to the location as well as the food. We are looking at having it 
there again. 
 
Vice President’s Report Thanks to everybody for sending in their renewals. Thanks also to Jacque 
Obermeyer for taking charge of them. The new membership directory should be ready by the February 
meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report Given and on File 
Recording Secretary’s Report Nothing at this time 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report A belated Thank You was sent to Dr Laura Hady for her talk at the 
Sept 2013 SDOC meeting. The VST held Dec 1,2013 has been processed by AKC. Jeff Robb is under 
contract for our May 9th Obedience/Rally Trial to judge Brace, Veteran, and Team classes. Maggie Gee 
has contacted AKC to apply to have our May 8,9, & 10 2015 Obedience trials to be designated as the 
Region 7 Qualifying Trial for 2016. Ann Newstead’s Sportsmanship Award will be added to AKC’s list of 
recipients on their website. Her medallion is on the way, and will be presented to her. AKC Obedience 
Rule Books are on order. They will be for sale for $10. Candlewood Suites wants us to know they’re a pet 
friendly establishment and are offering excellent rates for all upcoming events. AKC invites us to hold a 
microchipping clinic. 
AKC has offered to show info about our training classes on their website. More clarification about this will 
follow as it is available. 
 
Obedience Director’s Report The key exchange for the building will happen at the February 28 
general meeting. Trainers must turn in their old keys to receive their new keys. The office lock will not 
change. Members may rent keys for the year for $100, if they have been a member in good standing for 
at least 1 year. Old keys will not work after 12 noon on the 28th. Agility will not exchange keys this year. 
 
Agility Director’s Report The Spring Agility Trial at the Sheriff’s Posse will be held April 14, 15, and 16. 
Trial entries close Feb. 26. Trial Chair is Barbara Petersen and she is looking for volunteers. Help and 
learn by volunteering! 
 
Tracking Director’s Report The TD held by the club went very well. However, SDOC REALLY tracks 
well in El Paso. Carolee Douglas, Nancy O’Neal, and Gloria Napper-Owen represented well and all took 
titles. Congratulations ! SDOC’s TDX will be held March 2nd and closes 2/19/2014 and is full. 
 
Old Business The Audit Committee found SDOC’s books to be in order. A few procedures need to be 
tightened up, and the suggestions will be implemented in the next few months. 
 
Membership Readings First reading: Jennifer Allen 
Hospitality Thank you to Estelle and Danny Metz for coordinating this month. 
Next month’s General meeting will be held February 28. 
Meeting adjourned@7:28 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

Well, it's been about a month since I became your President. I served in this position once before, a 
long time ago. SDOC has many more activities now and I know a lot more of our members than I did 
then. The one thing that hasn't changed is that the club is made of up of a lot of good folks. 
Though I had little or nothing to do with it, January was a good month for the club: We held a 
Tracking Test - Ann Newsted passed (hooray, Annie). Several members also entered another 
tracking test (in El Paso I think) and did qualify there – congratulations. Also, Gloria Napper-Owen & 
Patch finished their C.T. ( a Tracking Championship, akin to an OTCH or MACH) – only the second 
such title earned by a SDOC member – YAY Gloria & Patch!! We also held our annual Awards 
Banquet to recognize club members' achievements during 2013. The luncheon was held at the 
Tanoan Country Club and was a success. See the article in last month’s newsletter for our honorees. 
 
I want to thank all of those folks who have already agreed to take on the major tasks we need 
volunteers for each year. Terri Brown and Dora Cressey have graciously agreed to chair, 
respectively, the Spring and Fall Obedience Trials. Barb Peterson, Melanie Mead and Hannah Agee 
have volunteered to chair the Spring, Fall and Novice/Open Agility Trials for the club. Len Stans, 
Donna Sloan and Barbara Mitchell have all promised to continue in their respective posts from last 
year. . Jeanne Gill and the Faulkners (Donna & Jerry) will chair our Obedience/Rally Fun Match. 
Phyllis Collier will be in charge of the Agility Fun Match. Thank you all!! I will undoubtedly be 
asking many more of you to help with various events & tasks – thank you in advance. As Maggie 
reminded us, it takes a small army of volunteers to make this club run, and so many of you have 
been wonderful about helping out. 
 
I am looking forward to another good year for SDOC and our furry friends – so go have fun with 
your dog(s)! 

-Jeff Robb 
 
PS You wouldn't be reading this newsletter without our beloved Laurel Drew continuing as our 
editor, many thanks Laurel.	

The Prez Sez! 

By Jeff Robb 

2014 Bldg Key Return and Exchange 
 
Keys for the outer doors of the training site will be exchanged at the 
February 2014 SDOC General Membership Meeting on Friday, 
February 28, 2014. All outstanding building keys are to be returned at 
this time. Active instructors are asked to bring in their old key and 
exchange for a new key at this time. SDOC members who have been 
a member for at least one year and wanting to rent a building key for 
2014 for $100/year are asked to rent their keys at this time also. 
Please call John Clendenin at 243-3474 or Maggie Gee at 856-7907 if 
you have any questions or need further information. 
 
Your old building keys will not work after 12 noon on Friday, Feb. 28, 
2014. 
 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Pam Sehmer’s Famous Calico Beans 
Ingredients:   
1 large can      Van Camp’s Pork and Beans                                                                                     

1     can              kidney beans                                                                                                                      
1     can              butter beans                                                                                                       
1     medium        onion                                                                                                                    
1/2  cup              catsup                                                                                                                 
1/2  teaspoon      salt                                                                                                                   
1/4  pound          bacon                                                                                                             
1-1 1/2 pounds     hamburger meat                                                                                         
1/2  cup              brown sugar                                                                                            
2    tablespoons   vinegar 

Separately, brown and drain bacon and hamburger meat.  Crumble bacon when cool.  Drain and 
rinse kidney and butter beans, but do not drain pork and beans.  Chop onion.  Combine all 
ingredients in large casserole; stir to blend.  Bake for 30 minutes at 300 degrees.  (Alternately 
can put mixture in slow cooker and leave on low until flavors blend well and dish is thoroughtly 

 

Continued from page 3 

Leonore Abordo’s young Borzoi had a great year in the Open Field Coursing Association.  
Bladerunner ended the coursing year as the Number 1 NOFCA  Hound for the year.  This was his 
Novice year open field coursing.  Sorry, we ran out of room on the Brags page! 

 

This Just In:  The first official NM Barn Hunt will be March 22 and 23, 2014.  As of right 
now, it is at Los Ranchos and the premium should be out shortly.  I know it’s short notice, 
but we were able to get a judge and have four trials in one weekend with titling 
opportunities.  It is almost impossible not to conflict with other shows this time of year, but 
we are hoping this date will be ok for the majority of exhibitors.  This trial is expected to 
reach our limits quickly, and as soon as the premium is available, it will be uploaded to the 
SDOC website.  Remember, AKC and UKC recognize Barn Hunt titles!!  We will be 
looking for ring stewards and be giving out free entries for upcoming trials to those who are 
willing to help.  Contact Lisa Berry for details:   customk0performance@gmail.com 

Our dogs exist to teach us how to love—freely and without 
reserve. 

 
When you look at a dog or a child, you see the same thing 

—trust and innocent love. 
 

There is a good reason why dog is God spelled backwards.  
They are his gift and the most loving companions we ever 

have. 



Page 8 Scents & Nonscents 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2014 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Gloria Napper-
Owen, Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler & 
Barb Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland, Allie 
Wimber and Peggy Chandler 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om 
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Nancy O’Neal and her Irish Terrier, Kerri, earned their TD in El Paso!  Congratulations, Nancy! 

 Annie Newsted and Ditto, Border Terrier, earned their RATN (Barn Hunt Novice) title in Colorado 
last month.  He also got a leg toward his Open RAT title.  To top that off, he got his TD in El Paso 
the previous weekend.  El Paso was good to several of our folks lately. 

 Carolee Douglas put TDs on her Cockers, Bradley, Lilly, and Mandy (WOW, 3 in one day!) 

 Dede Brownstein and Elke earned their UD in Phoenix recently.  Elke is now:  GCH BAAR None v. 
Qualicum UD RE CI TT ThD.  Truly a versatile dog!! 

 Jinkle Seagrave and her Chessie, Pip, got their second qualifying leg toward her Novice Freestyle 
title a week or so ago! 

 Marcia Sullivan and her Siberian, KoKo got a Select and 1 pt. on Sat., 
and BOB for 2 points Sunday toward their GCH In Hobbs! 

 Barb Mitchell and Golden Fag’n earned their UD in 3 straight trials 
with 2 firsts and a 2nd in El Paso!  Congratulations on such a steady 
dog!! 

 We need to make a correction to the Brags from last month.  Julia 
Pieper’s little Sparkle is a “Handi-Dandi” dog by the Free-style 
association’s listing which means that in Tucson (early November) 
she earned the Beginner B Handi-Dandi Heelwork-to-Music title and 
was also the recipient of a special Judge’s Award on Saturday.  Then, 
in Tulsa in December, Sparkle and Julia earned 3 titles, Novice H-D 
Heelwork to Music title and her Novice H-D Musical Freestyle titles.  
In addition they also earned a Judge’s Award on Saturday.  I 
somehow misread the emails Julia sent, thinking the second was a 
repeat and not a separate accomplishment.  Mea Culpa!  Sparkle, 
being a Handi-Dandi dog is limited in the events she can enter so these titles are very important to 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Competitive Skills Class Back In Session 
By Janice Anthes 

The Thursday morning Competitive Skills class has been revised.  We listened to the comments 
of our students and hopefully have captured much of that in our new plans. 
The first 35 minutes, we will focus on advanced Novice Competition Skills which are the 
foundation for all levels of obedience and spend time preparing you to show in Novice. 
We will follow that each week with either Beginning Open or Beginning Utility.  These classes 
will be progressive and alternate weekly between Open and Utility.  This will be Beginning Open 
and Beginning Utility (NOT drill) with each class building on what we did two weeks earlier.  
There will be a 10 minute bread between each portion. 
The class will be taught by Janice Anthes and Lyn Melin.  Terri Brown will fill in as needed.  The 
class starts on February 6 at 9 a.m. with Competitive Skills followed by Beginning Open at 9:45 
to 10:15.   
Beginning Open is held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month 
Beginning Utility is held the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month. 
Currently, we plan a summer break on May 29th. 
Students can come for all or either part of the classes and can come to both Open and Utility.  
The cost is $10 per week for part or all. 
***Equipment required*** 
Everyone:  dog, leash, buckle collar, great treats!! And an upbeat attitude.                                              
Beginning Open:  Dumbbell, wooden dowel, metal spoon, and cloth item 
Beginning Utility:  scent articles, gloves 
For further information, contact Janice Anthes at:    janthes@swcp.com  

Histories are more full of examples of the fidelity of dogs than of 
friends.            —Alexander Pope 

 
There is no faith which has never yet been broken, except that of a 

truly faithful dog           —Konrad Z. Lorenz 
 

We have not to gain his confidence or his friendship; he is born our 
friend; while his eyes are still closed, already he believes in us:  even 
before his birth, he has given himself to man.    —Maurice Maeterlinck 

 
The uglier the dog, the more he or she is loved.    --Martyn Lewis 
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The weather is warming up a bit, so as we approach the spring trial season, the training program is 
picking up.  There is a wide variety of choices for training, from entry level with Vikki Welby and 
Gayle Elliot to the Master Handling wit Laura Echeverria.  In addition to the traditional 8 week 
courses and competition drill, there are several punchcard classes that focus on discrete skills at a 
variety of levels. 
A temporary change-of-address for agility class registrations is:  SDOC Agility Registrar, 9903 Denali 
NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87111. 
The March SDOC Agility Trial is on March 14th—16th.  The closing date for entries is February 26th. 
Come and join the fun! 
Training Tip For the Month 
For those of us who are wimps, this time of year can be challenging for staying fit, trim, and ready 
to work.  Here are a couple of ideas to go along with those brisk walks and romps.  Flatwork is a 
great way to move in a confined space and still practice handling.  Fast and slow going straight 
ahead, spins, turns, wraps around furniture, side changes with front crosses, rear crosses and blind 
crosses and some good tugging-play are all good ways to stay connected and to get in at least a 
little movement when the weather is not cooperating. 

spots as                         Cont. p. 10 

Cont. from p. 1      Senior Centers, Girl and Boy Scout programs.  I believe they still have a Pet or Animal Badge of some sort and 
we would fit right in with that.  We might be able to reach out to folks at church youth groups or senior groups as well.  At any of 
these places, we could leave flyers with our information for future use.  I’m not sure that we still send out mailings of our newsletter 
to veterinarians?  That did get some feedback.  Yes, we have our information on the internet, but can we make it stand out better in 
the search engines?  To be honest, I haven't tried searches for our website as I know where it is, but perhaps that could be a small 
project.  All of these ideas need volunteers to support them.  We could even reach out to the Girls and Boys Ranches.  The Boys 
Ranch is a short distance south of Albuquerque, and perhaps they would be interested in herding and obedience.  You never know.  
How many folks out there in the general public even know that the All-American dogs are now accepted into dog sports?  Look at 
how they played that up at the recent Westminster Dog Show.  They actually included agility, and it was well attended by mixed 
breeds as well as purebreds.  What a wonderful way to reach more people not just for agility and TV promotions, but for the sake of 
our sports!  

Of course you are all saying, ‘Hey, what about all the time involved?’  Yes, admittedly, this would take time and planning, but first 
we need to reach out and see who among these groups is interested.   More of our members are joining the ranks of the retired, and 
maybe they could help.  A letter to different groups such as individual libraries, schools, Boy and Girl Scout troops, etc. would be a 
start.  Perhaps the Board should consider this first.  Anyone up for it?   

I know that AKC wants Clubs to be more involved in reaching people with the message that dogs are family members and not just 
animals to be mistreated at someone’s whim.  This would be a way to fulfill our commitment to that message.  As I said earlier, 
Spring is coming.  Shall we use it as a Springboard for new activities as well as new events and ways to practice both our training 
and our local information programs? 
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Just think, they have all these sayings about the way that dogs love us.  Can it be true?  We have 
not earned their love and affection.  They came to us, whether from the whelping box or the dog 
pound ever grateful for what they have.  They may beg for treats, but they only know to do so by 
us giving them to them.  They may nuzzle us for affection, but they do that from birth to death, not 
because they expect it, but because they trust us.   
 
Love and trust are, in the dog, a natural response to humans whether earned or unearned.  Bad 
dog?  Only because we make them so.  No dog is, by birth, bad.  We make them so.  And, for the 
most part, they learn quickly how to please us.  They do not want to be bad.   
 
Pleasing their humans is the greatest joy a dog can have, whether it’s a junkyard dog or a 
pampered pooch.  Whether their reward is a treat or a kick.  We say sometimes that they are aloof 
or spooky or mean.  Whatever it is, they do it because they expect a reward even if it is only a 
meal. 
 
And we love dogs because they are the only creature on earth that lives to please us.  No other 
animal can win its way into our hearts as a dog can.  Even cats, those ever popular companions are 
not as loving in a free and total way as a dog.  Dogs go to war with us; they carry our papers, bring 
us our slippers, win races, find drugs, herd our far less intelligent sheep and cattle and goats and 
horses.  They do not know why we want these things, but if it is in their power to do so, they fill our 
wants and needs, not expecting a reward but delighted if it comes.  Whether the reward is a toy or 
throwing a ball, a treat or a pat, it is all in all to them. 
 
There is nothing more comforting than the joy they share with us or the companionship they show 
us even on our worst days.  When you are depressed or sad, they are there with a lick and a 
snuggle to show they understand.  When you are happy and joyful, they are there to rejoice with 
you.  I know of no other animal so quick and eager to share its love with you.   
 
When we give Valentines and gifts and shows of love to humans, we should do just as much for the 
beloved and beloving dogs that are our constant friends.  Valentine’s Day is not just a tribute to 
human love, but to love of all things, especially our dogs.               —Laurel Drew 

The Love of a Dog 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
February 28 
March 28 
April 25 
May 27 
June 27 
July 25 (Ice Cream Social) 
August 29 
September 26 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

February 25 
March 25 
April 22 
May 27 
June 24 
July 22 
August 26 
September 23 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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