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Lisa Frankland and 
MACH2 Remi 

SDOC’s Fall Agility trial was held 
September 20-22 at the Sheriff’s Posse 
Grounds.  It was a big success yet 
again!  We had a very nice entry, and 
good judges.  The weather was 
pleasant, especially under the cover of 
the arena roof.  The courses were 
challenging but fun! 

 

 

Melanie Mead and her crew worked 
hard to make this successful and were 
triumphant.  We are grateful to the 
UNM students who helped as ring 
assistants.  Many people from 
throughout the Club pitched in and 
helped with everything from hoisting 
the dogwalk into place to setting cones 
and running leashes.  It takes a young 
city to put on an agility trial.   

Some of the folks who pitched in were 
Mike and Karen Provine, Peggy and 
Chuck Chandler, Barbara Petersen, Len 
Stans, Gayle Elliott, Tayla Bowland, 
Gene Tatum, Pat Hester, Hannah Agee, 
Richard Irland, Patricia Tresidder, Dick 
Bruni, Lisa Frankland, Phyllis Collier, 
Linda Smith, Susan Neal, and Susan 

McGowan.   

And of course, we could not do it 
without the aid of Nancy Culley and 
husband, Terry.  Nancy takes on the 
thankless task of Trial Secretary every 
time, and does a lot more work behind 
the scenes than anyone realizes.  It 
takes a lot to keep both the AKC and 
all the Exhibitors happy. 

And, by the way, we had an AKC Rep 
at our trial who seemed pleased by the 
way things went.   

Of course thanks would not be 
complete without a word about our 
hard working President, Maggie Gee, 
who was right there behind the scenes 
handing out sandwiches to the workers 
and giving a word of encouragement 
where needed.  

It should also be mentioned that SDOC 
member Lisa Frankland and her Kerry 
Blue Terrier, Remi, earned their 
MACH2 title, as did Evi Fox and Bling 
the Aussie.  Susan McGowan and 
Sonic the Belgian Tervuren earned 
their first MACH!  Looks like good 
things come in threes! 

Thank you to  

ALL our helpers  

and Participants! 

 

 

 

Some of the  participants in the 
Victory Lap  for our retired dogs. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie 

Wimber and Peggy 
Chandler  for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

 
 

Evi Fox and Aussie, 
Bling, earned their 
MACH2 at our trial 

Susan McGowen and 
new MACH, Sonic 

At the SDOC Fall AKC Agility Trials held at the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Posse Arena, Sept 20-
22, 2013, three SDOC members earned MACH (Master Agility Champion) titles. 
On Saturday, Sept. 21, 2013, Lisa Frankland and her Kerry Blue Terrier Remi earned their MACH2. 
Lisa says, “It is even better the second time around!” 
On Sunday, Sept. 22, 2013, Susan McGowen and her Belgian Tervuren Sonic earned their MACH. 
Also on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2013, Evi Fox and her Border Collie Bling earned their MACH2. 
Congratulations to all! 
 
Also at the Fall Agility Trials, the Victory Lap Parade of retired agility dogs was enthusiastically 
attended. Tears were shed as a few of the dogs made their way around the agility ring and their story 
was read over the loudspeaker by Mike Provine. 
Finally, thank you to Trial Chair Melanie Mead, the small army of volunteers, Susan McGowen and 
her UNM students for a well orchestrated trial. 

Highlights of the Fall Agility Trial  
By Maggie Gee 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

DON’T FORGET!!!   The SDOC Halloween Party is on October 25 during our October 
General Membership meeting.  Everyone, dog and human, is invited to come in costume.  There 
will be prizes for various costume categories, and games for the dogs.  It’s always fun so be 
there!!! 

The Lost and Found Box at SDOC (on top of the officer/trainer mailboxes) has a number of 
items that have been there for a long long time.  We are about to either toss or donate these 
items so if you are missing something, please check the L&F box.  It will be cleaned out Nov. 1. 

 

The Coronado KC is requesting  trophy donors for their Spring 2014 show and trial.  They want 
to make the trophies special and are requesting donations of $75 for BIS, $35 for first in Group, 
and $25 for other group placings.  There are also breed and special trophies at lesser prices.  
Contact Sandy Devlin at  slhasa@aol.com or 280-8297 for further information. 

For those who are really into Rally, there is a new app available for making courses, etc.  It has 
been made available through I-Tunes or directly from the author for $1.99.  The author is 
Rachael Loyd of Blue Ribbon Dogs, and she announced that you can obtain this handy app 
from I-tunes (https://i-tunes..apple.com/us/app/pocket-rally-obedience/id703312087?mt=8) or 
from(http://blueribbondogs.wix.com/rallyobedience).  If you get this, we’d love to see a review 
for the newsletter! 

The Sign-up sheet for the Friday night Run-Thrus is now posted on the bulletin board in the 
Training Room.  Please be generous with your time and sign up to help.  We need 11 people to 
volunteer to run this weekly chance for giving your dog a taste of ring procedure.  You do not have 
to be there every Friday of the month; just be sure that Someone will be there to judge/lead.  It isn’t 
hard, and there is a lot of camaraderie and fun to be had. 

A structured 8 week course on Conformation Handling will be held from Feb. 1 through March 
29 at SDOC.  There will also be a Conformation Drill class, time to be announced.  Contact 
Kim and Marco Banales for details.   

There will be a Celebration of Life Party for Lynn Finley at the SDOC training 
facility, 7050 San Pedro NE, Albuquerque on Sunday evening, Nov. 17, 2013 from 6 
pm to 8:30 pm. This Celebration for Lynn Finley is hosted by SDOC and the Rio 
Grande Valley Golden Retriever Club.  Your dogs are welcome as Lynn knew 
everyone and their dog’s name.  SDOC has some crates in the training room 
already, but feel free to bring your own dog crate if you wish.  For more info, or to 
RSVP, call Maggie (SDOC) at 856-7907 or Mary Ann Bosworth (RGVRGR)  at 839-

Lynn Finley with several of the 
competitors at one of the ASCA 
trials which she judged.  Lynn is 
second from left. 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

HEELING ALONG 
John Clendenin 
Obedience Training Director 
 
LEN AGAIN 
Every member of the club owes Len Stans yet another round of applause for installing our new security 
system.  He worked 9 straight hours, taking down the old system and putting up the new one.  The old 
system, which had served us well for about a decade, finally gave out.  Being based on video tape 
recording, it wasn't worth fixing, if we could have found someone to fix it. 
 
Much more work will be done in coming weeks.  A few cameras are already in action.  More will be 
added, but with greater difficulty because of their locations outdoors. Much more work will be done in 
coming weeks.  A few cameras are already in action.  More will be added, but with greater difficulty 
because of their locations outdoors. 
\ 
Technology marches on.  The new system is digital and in living color.  A few years from now will come 
3-D, then holograms. 
 
DRILL DOWN 
Our drills and ongoing classes will soon stand down (military term) for the rest of the year, to resume 
early in 2014.  Pam Sehmer's Super Drill will meet for the last time Nov. 26.  Catherine Waters's 
Wednesday night Novice Drill will have its final session Oct. 16.  As of this writing, Janice Anthes's 
Thursday morning Obedience Competitive Skills class will soon end, but when the end time will come we 
just don't know. 
 
RUNNING THROUGH 2014 
I'll soon post a signup sheet for next year's Friday Night Run-Throughs.  Look for it on the bulletin board 
at the training site and don't be shy.  Sign yourself up to run a month or two or three of these essential 
sessions.  The 2014 schedule will include, to the extent I know, the interruptions already planned for next 
year.  Then I'll revise it as things firm up. 
 
CANINE FREESTYLE 
Canine Freestyle and Tricks returns for the holiday season and virtually takes over Saturday mornings 
starting in November.  In addition to the 10:30 class, I've OK'd the 7 a.m. F&T Drill to move to 9 a.m. 
through Jan. 4.  Instructors Pam Jones and Julie Brozek had a full house for their class this summer, so we 
anticipate another success over the holidays. 
 
In January, we will return to our regularly scheduled programming of puppy and novice classes, our 
essential service to the public and an essential source of income for the club. 
 
NEXT MONTH 
The next S&N will be the last edition of the year, so I plan to have a raft of statistics on how well we did, 
training-wise.  I can tell you now that this year was another biggie. 
 
John Clendenin 
Obedience Training Director 



October,  2013 Page 5 

 
Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

Barn Hunt: Tried It, Liked It 
By Lisa Frankland 

Open to all breeds and sizes of dogs, as well as mixes, and combining elements of both 
Earthdog and Canine Nosework, Barn Hunt is an event that channels one of our dogs’ most 
basic instincts, prey drive.  The objective at each level is for the dog to search through bales 
of straw to find the one or more pvc tubes that contain live rats within a given time period of 
one to four and a half minutes.  The handler must be able to read their dog’s behavior well 
enough to determine when they have found a live rat, as opposed to an empty tube or one 
that contains just bedding, and tell the judge. 

The most basic level of Barn Hunt is the Instinct Test, 
which is a certificate that only needs to be passed once 
to earn.  Bales of straw are set up in a set configuration, 
resembling a tuning fork, and three tubes (empty, 
bedding, live rat with bedding) are placed in plain sight 
at the far end.  The dog has one minute to indicate 
which tube has a rat in it so that the handler can tell the 
judge.  You cannot pass if time runs out before the 
handler calls “rat” or if the dog and/or handler indicate 
the wrong tube.  The RATI certificate is not required to 
go to the next level, novice, and dogs are allowed to 

continue to enter the instinct test until they have finished the novice title. 

Nominating Committee Slate for 2014 SDOC Officers and 
Board of Directors 

 
 
The Nominating Committee was composed of members who participate in one or 
several of SDOC’s AKC events. The members were Chair Betty Pearson, Janice 
Anthes, Jeff Robb, Leslie Swisher, Barbara Petersen, Peggy Chandler and Karen 
Naughton. 
 
Here is the Slate for 2014 SDOC Officers and Board of Directors: President: Jeff 
Robb; Vice President: Karen Provine; Treasurer: Betty Pearson; Corresponding 
Secretary: Estelle Metz; Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrickson; Board of 
Directors: Pam Sehmer, Michele Lommasson, Terri Brown, and Gloria Napper 
Owen. 
 
As per the SDOC by-laws, nominations from the floor, if any, may be taken at 
the October General Meeting on Friday, October 25, 2013. The election of 2014 
SDOC Officers and Board of Directors will occur at the November General 
Meeting on November 22, 2013. 2014 SDOC Officers and Board of Directors will 
begin their positions on January 1, 2014. 

Continued on p. 6 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

                                                                                 Continued  on page 6 
Continued from p. 7 
 
The audit committee has been selected for 2013. The three person group is Ann Newsted, John 
Clendenin, and Nancy Stafford. 
Membership Readings 1st Julia Piper and Jean Robbins. 2nd John Allen, Frances Cabeen, Stevie 
Gallegos, Mallory Griegos. Congratulations!! 
Thanks to Donna Sloan for coordination hospitality this month. 
Next month meeting is Friday October 25 Doggy Games and Costume Contest!! 

Novice, like the Instinct Test, has three tubes, but the tubes are hidden from view among a 
varying configuration of bales. Dogs have two minutes to find the tube with the live rat, and also 
must execute both a tunnel and a climb.  Three passing legs are required for the Novice Barn 
Hunt, or RATN, title as well as the Open (RATO) and Senior Barn Hunt (RATS) titles.  Open has 
five tubes (1 empty, 2 with bedding, 2 with live rat and bedding), and the dog has 2 minutes and 
30 seconds to find the two rats and execute the required tunnel and climb.  Senior has eight 
tubes (1 empty, 3 with bedding, 4 with rats and bedding) and allows 3 minutes and 30 seconds 
to find all the rats and complete the tunnel and climb. The highest level is Master, where the dog 
has 4 minutes and 30 seconds to find between 1 and 5 live rats out of 10 total tubes that are 
hidden on the course and execute a tunnel and climb.  At this level, the handler must also 
indicate when the dog has found all the rats on the course.  Five qualifying legs are required for 
the Master Barn Hunt (RATM) title; 10 additional Master legs will earn the dog a Barn Hunt 
Champion title (RATCh), while 20 additional legs are required for a Barn Hunt Master Champion 
Excellent (RATChX).   
Earlier this month, I met up with my daughter, Meghan, in Colorado to try the Barn Hunt trials 
offered by the Rocky Mountain Earthdog Club.  I entered my Kerry Blue Terrier, Remi, and young 
Papillon, Blast, along with my daughter’s German Spitz, Cal, in the instinct tests and novice.  We 
didn’t know what to expect, since we had never tried Barn Hunt or knew anybody else who had.  
But it did sound like fun…and it was!  Meghan and I really enjoyed seeing our boys figure things 
out, and become increasingly confident on each attempt.  Both Blast and Cal earned their RATI 
certificates, but did not get any novice legs.  Remi, on the other hand, did not pass any of the 
instinct tests, but earned two legs towards the RATN title.  It had to with my ability to “read” his 
reactions.  When the tubes were out in the open for the instinct test, Remi saw them as toys and 
appeared equally interested in all of them.  It was only when they were hidden and he had to find 
them by smell that he showed a distinctly stronger reaction towards the tube with the rat.  On his 
final attempt at novice, Remi actually forced half of his body in between two bales of straw to 
reach the tube with the rat in it, then proceeded to gleefully play “rat hockey” by rolling the pvc 
tube across the ground with his feet!  Note: BHA has strict guidelines for the humane treatment 
of the rats, and the tube was very quickly retrieved and handed to a “rat wrangler” while I 
praised Remi for his find. 
Barn Hunt is similar to Coursing Ability in that it does not require any formal training; however, 
practice definitely makes perfect, as the dog learns through experience what is expected of him, 
the handler learns how to read the dog’s body language, and both learn to work together as a 
team. 
This latest event seems to be taking the dog world by storm; there are already over 2000 dogs 
registered with the Barn Hunt Association in order to compete and earn Barn Hunt titles, with 
more being signed up every day.  Although Barn Hunt trials are conducted by their own 
organization, the BHA, the AKC now recognizes Barn Hunt titles (though not the instinct 
certificate) and will include them with the dog’s registered name, provided that copies of the title 
certificates along with the appropriate fees are submitted.  The UKC also appears to be interested 
in a similar arrangement for recognizing Barn Hunt titles.  More information about Barn Hunt, 
including rules and upcoming trials, can be found at www.barnhunt.com. 

Barn Hunt, from p. 5 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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September, 2013 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Recording Secretary  

Dr Laura Hady gave a presentation before the general meeting about the canine athlete. She 
covered the muscle groups, how to stretch your dog out before working them, and common 
injuries that happen. It was an eye opening presentation, and the club thanks Dr. Hady for 
coming to speak to us. 
The General Meeting was held September 27, 2013 at SDOC 7050 San Pedro Albuquerque . 
President Maggie Gee called the meeting to order at 7pm. Present were Amy Hendrickson, Betty 
Pearson, Pam Sehmer, Obedience Director John Clendenin, Agility Director Clint Wolf, Absent 
were Estelle Metz, Karen Provine, Terri Brown, Bonnie Hughes, Michele Lommason, Agility 
Cochair Barbara Petersen, Tracking Director Leslie Swisher. 
Peggy Chandler made a motion to accept last month’s minutes. Betty Pearson seconded the 
motion and it passed. 
President’s Report Thanks to Trial Chair Dora Cressy and Trial Secretary Pam Sehmer for 
another successful Fall obed/rally trial. Also thanks to Trial Chair Melanie Mead for Agility, also 
very successful. Also a very big thank you goes to Len Stans and John Clendenin for the video 
security system installation. A lot of hard work behind the scenes which we all appreciate! Still 
to go : On site Nov/Open agility trial Oct 19,20. VST test on Dec 1. ORT on Oct 20. 
Vice President’s Report Nothing at this time 
Treasurer’s Report Given and on file 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report A note of appreciation was sent to Sandra Hill to 
acknowledge her generous donation of pottery to be used as trophies at our trials. We received 
a call from our insurance company thanking us for all our business. A thank you note has been 
received from Evi Fox in appreciation for a successful labor day obedience trial. It will be posted 
in the foyer. AKC has added a new advanced level to the Canine Good Citizen Program. It will 
be the AKC Community Canine title beginning in October. This new program expands on CGC 
skills and lays the beginning foundation for obedience, rally, and therapy dog work. See Estelle 
for details or visit the AKC website for more details. AKC has completely closed out and 
processed the events of August 31, September 1, &2,2013 in their records. AKC has made a 
number of changes to improve event operations, customer service to member clubs. Processing 
times should be reduced with these timely changes. 
Recording Secretary’s Report Nothing at this time 
Tracking Director’s Report The VST will be held on Dec. 1. 
Obedience Director’s Report There will be Nosework classes starting Oct 6. Check the 
website. A CGC class will start Oct 26. Another Balanced Dog class will start Oct. 23 with 
Catherine Waters, and will run 5 weeks. Hallie Ray has been promoted to Instructor in Basic 
Novice. 
Agility Director’s Report New classes are being scheduled, and will be posted in the next two 
weeks. The new field switches have been moved to the outside; when they have been turned 
on, leave them on. If they are turned on and off quickly, they may trip the breaker. There will 
be a trial prep class Oct. 26. This is a class of 2 sessions consisting of what happens at trials, 
what to bring to a trial, timing of trials, paperwork, etc. It is geared to the people who haven’t 
trialed to help them to not be so nervous. 
New Business Nancy Culley’s agility contract was approved by the board. Renate Van Allen 
Seminar was approved for July 26,27 2014. The Nominating Committee approved the following 
slate for 2014: 
President Jeff Robb Vice President Karen Provine Recording Secretary Amy Hendrickson 
Corresponding Secretary Estelle Metz Treasurer Betty Pearson At Large Board Members Pam 
Sehmer, Terri Brown, Michele Lomasson, Gloria Napper-Owen 
                                                                                        



Page 8 Scents & Nonscents 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2013 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Maggie Gee 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Clint Wolf & Barb 
Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

Clint Wolf and  
Barb Peterson 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Hallie Ray has just received her provisional judging license to judge all levels of Rally!  
Congrats!!  It’s great to have another local rally judge! 

 Lisa Frankland and Kerry Blue Terrier, Remi, earned their MACH2 at our September 
Agility Trial! 

 Evi Fox earned her MACH2 with Bling, the Aussie, at our September Agility Trial! 

 Not to be outdone, Susan McGowan and Sonic, the Belgian Tervuren, also earned a MACH 
at our trials.  Quite an outing for our folks!!! 

 Maggie Gee’s Golden, Solar qualified 6 out of 8 times at the Amarillo trials and earned his 
first 2 UDX legs! 

 Pam Jones and Golden Sandy received their Standard (second level) Freestyle title recently.  
They are having a very good year! 

 Marcia Sullivan’s Husky, Koko, finished her Ch. At the recent Roswell shows!  Marcia 
didn’t even realize it until several days later, oops! 

 Annie Newsted and Dugger the Border Terrier tripled Q’ed at our recent agility trial. 

Left: Remi, owned by Lisa 
Frankland, finds the rat at 
a recent Barn Hunt trial.  
Right: Sherry Rogers’ 
Rottie, Kenzie earned her 
first UDX leg at our fall 
obedience trials. 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Why is Canine Freestyle so Much Fun??? 
by Pam Jones 

 
As with all dog sports, many people who try freestyle quickly get hooked. Probably the main reason for 
this is that Freestyle is lots of fun for both the human and the dog. Here are some reasons why: 
 

 The dog is the star!! This means that you play a supporting role for your dog and don’t have to 
be concerned about doing any flashy or difficult moves yourself. If you can move around the ring 
with your dog, you can do freestyle! 

 
 Dogs of any size or breed may do Freestyle, and you plan your routine according to what works 

best for YOUR dog. 
 

 There are no required moves or tricks – the person can 
choose the tricks or moves that will be included in a routine. 
Any trick that is safe for the dog and person may be included 
in a routine. This allows you to really showcase your dog’s 
unique talents!! 

 
 Routines are done to music but YOU get to choose the 
music. Any genre of music is acceptable (country, classical, 
jazz, blues, oldies, new age, etc.), as long as the lyrics are not 

offensive or inappropriate for any audience. Any music that fits your dog’s personality and style is 
fine. 

 
 There is lots of flexibility as far as how you choreograph or set up your routine. Some 
people like to plan exactly what move will be done when in their routines, others prefer to have a less
-structured routine. Either type of routine is fine – it’s up to you to decide what works best for you 
and your dog! 

 
 Sometimes your dog helps you make up a routine! You put on some music to see how it will 
work for a routine, start moving to the music and your dog spontaneously jumps or spins or does a 
play bow that looks great at that point in the music – instant choreography – go with it!! 

 
 You can talk to your dog during your performance. So, in addition to giving cues to tell your 
dog what move to do, you can also praise and encourage your dog as you go. 

 
 You can use both verbal and physical signals to cue your dog to do his/her tricks. You 
shouldn’t use super obvious hand signals that lure your dog through a move (e.g., the dog spins in a 
circle by following your hand where it looks like you are holding a treat in your fingers – not that 
obvious a hand signal!). But a small or subtle hand signals or other physical cues are fine. 

 
 At a live Freestyle competition you have two 
opportunities to go into the actual competition 
ring and warm up with your dog (no food/treats 
but toys are allowed) – once during a group warm-
up, and also right before your performance. This can 
be super important for helping your dog get used to a 
new ring or environment. 

 
Because you get to make up your own routine, the 
judge doesn’t know what you will be doing. This is 
good because if something doesn’t go quite as you  
 
                                                                                                                  Continued on page 11 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

Volunteer Recognition! 
I’m not sure when you’ll be reading this article, so if you haven’t yet run in our on-site Agility trial – Good Luck! If 
you have run, I hope you had fun! Either way, we’d like to extend a hearty THANK YOU! to the UNM Lobo Athletic 
group that spent HOURS clearing our Agility field of weeds and trimming the bushes on October 6th. This was in 
preparation for our 2-day on-site Agility trial. We are truly grateful for all 
your hard work. 
 
Dogs on Trial? Those guilty little faces…. 
Trial season continues as the weather cools off! Watch our web site for 
the premiums (entry forms) for the trials running from October through 
the end of the year. 
 
Must Compete! Must Compete Now! 
Surely we’re ready…. 
As I train little Skyler (Sky for short), I must remember that which we 
always tell our students; don’t be in a hurry to compete. Give your dog and yourself enough time to bond and truly 
become a team, not to mention enough time for those little puppy bones, joints, and other body parts to mature in 
order to handle the rigors of Agility. If I could just plug her little brain into Kaia’s and download the training, the time 
saved would be huge. But, where would the fun in that be? I am looking forward to a whole new set of training 
challenges and competition bloopers. 
 
A Reminder: Did you know…? 
While we would love to have you join our club, membership is not required to take classes or drills at SDOC, nor is 
it required to participate in any of the events we sponsor. 
 
Classes! 
The October session of Agility classes are making their way onto the web site. Keep an eye out over the coming 
weeks as we get the whole series out there. 
 
On-going Sessions 
Don’t forget about our Wednesday evening Skills class geared for Novice handlers and dogs. Annie has done a great 
job and will be taking November and December off, but will return in January. During November and December, 
participants in this Skills class will be in the capable hands of Gene Tatum and Pat Hester. Our Friday evening 
Competition drill will be moving to Sunday mornings around mid-November. We also have our Monday afternoon and 
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evening Masters Handling class geared towards to teams competing at the Excellent / Masters / Elite level. Then 
there’s our Thursday mid-morning Skills class for all levels. 
                                                                                                               
Check the web site ( www.SDOCNM.org ) under CLASSES for the latest session times and costs. 
And Finally…. 

Please remember that it is club policy to always have your dog on leash (with the other end in your hand, not lying 
on the ground), or in a crate, or attached via a leash to the fence while on the Agility field. AT NO TIME shall a 
dog be allowed to run loose when not running the course. This is a matter of safety. 

Clint Wolf, Co-Director 

Continued from page 9 
 
had planned you can just keep going with your routine. For most people, the judge and  audience can’t even tell that something 
went wrong—so no deductions for a missed move!                                                                                                      
 You can enjoy doing Freestyle but you don’t have to enter competitions. Lots of people just do Freestyle because it’s a 
fun activity to do with their dogs. Some people use Freestyle routines as entertainment during therapy dog visits, or they do 
routines at demonstrations (such as the SDOC Los Ranchos event usually held in May), or to entertain friends and family. 

 
So, if you want to participate in a very fun and creative activity with your dog -- give Freestyle a try!!! 

Sherry Rogers’ Rottie, Kenzie, hoofing it to the 
next jump at our recent  trial.  Photos of Kenzie 
on this page and on page 8 were taken by 
Michele Mauldin. 

Don’t Forget 
The  

SDOC 
One Day  

Agility Trial 
To Be Held 
October 19 

At The 
SDOC Training 

Site! 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
 
October 25  (Halloween Party) 
November 22 
December 13  (Christmas Party) 
January 31 
February 28 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 
October 22 
November 19 
December10 
January 28 
February 25 
 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 

October,  2013 Page 12 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


