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 Back by popular demand, Renate 
Van Allen returns to Sandia Dog 
Obedience Club on Saturday and 
Sunday, July 27-28, 2013 for a 2 
day Competition Obedience 
Workshop.  The workshop will run 
from 9 am to 4 pm each day at the 
Sandia Dog Obedience Club Training 
Facility, 7050 San Pedro NE, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
If you missed the previous Renate 
Van Allen Competition Obedience 
Workshops in 2011 and 2012, you 
won’t want to miss this 2013 
workshop.  Renate Van Allen 
provides a seminar/workshop 
covering items such as motivational 
training and problem solving, having 
fun for both the dog and the 
handler, fun games that are also 
aids in training, etc. 
And if you attended Renate’s 
previous Workshops/Seminars, you 
will want to attend again in 2013 as 
there are sure to be some new 
techniques and methods along with 
new dog training problems that have 
cropped up since the previous 
workshops.   This workshop is very 
hands-on. 
Renate Van Allen lives and operates 
a dog training facility in Littleton, 

Colorado.  She currently owns and 
trains Labrador Retrievers and 
Australian Cattle Dogs.  Renate and 
her dogs have earned numerous 
High in Trial awards, High Combined 
awards, and 200 scores!   Renate is 
a two time AKC National Obedience 
Invitational Trial Champion.   Renate 
also cross trains and earns titles in 
agility and field tests with her dogs. 
Renate Van Allen is a very 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and 
motivating speaker.  There is always 
a renewed and re-energized interest 
and enthusiasm in training for 
obedience competition among the 
attendees after Renate’s workshops. 
Workshop registration forms 
will be available Mon, April 8, 
2013 in the SDOC lobby and on 
the SDOC website.  First priority 
registration will be for SDOC 
instructors and members from 
April 8, 2013 until April 21, 
2013.   Open registration for 
everyone will start April 22, 
2013.   All registration and fees 
close Friday, June 21, 2013. 
There will be 10 working spots for 
the two day seminar and unlimited 
audit spots. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 
For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at 
                            http://www.sdocnm.org  
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY 

ARE GETTING ONE FREE.  
RALLY DRILLS—Sundays. 2:45 for Advanced, 4:00 for Beginners.  
SUPER DRILL CLASSES—Tuesdays, 9-11:30 a.m. with Pam Sehmer 

NOVICE DRILL CLASSES:  Thursdays with Janice Anthes at 9 a.m.  Wednesdays with 
Catherine Waters at 6:15 p.m.  

Agility Drills, Emphasis on attention/focus skills. Thursdays at 11:00 am (open to all 
levels), Masters Mondays at 4 & 6 pm, and Intermediate Weds at 6:30 pm (Ongoing drills) 

NOSEWORK DRILLS:  Nosework Drills are held on Wednesday from 3:00-5:30.  You 
MUST contact Amy at 249-8931 each week to reserve your place since this drill is so 
popular that often some people are not able to actually work.   

Freestyle and Tricks Drill:  Sat. 7:00 a.m. with Pam Jones/Julie Brozek.  For SDOC 
Freestyle graduates only.  Others accepted on case by case basis.  

Upcoming Classes 
Obedience:                                                                                          
KPT:  Sat, 4/6/13 at 1:30 and Thursday 4/11 at 7:30 pm (6 week classes) 
Beginning Novice: Sat, 4/6 at 10:30 am with John Clendenin 
Beginning Novice:  Wed., 4/24 at 7:30 pm with Jeff Robb                                           
Agility:                                                                                                 
Puppy Foundation I:  Tuesday, April 9, at 6:15 p.m.                                                      
Prep Class:  Tues, April 2 at 7:30 p.m. and Sat. April 6 at 11:45 a.m.                                               
Beginning I:  Tuesday, April 9, at 6:15 p.m.                                                                      
Beginning II:  Tuesday, April 9, at 7:45 p.m.                                                                   

Rally:                                                                                                    
Advanced Rally:   Thurs. March 7 at 6:15 with Jacque Obermeyer& Richard Irland.    It will 
cover advanced and excellent signs with a review of novice signs.                          
Nosework:                                                                                     
Beginning:  Sun. 4/7 at 10:00 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson                                        
Intermediate:  Sun. 4/7 at 11:15 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson 
Advanced:  Ongoing—Sundays 8:30 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson 

Conformation Drill:  Saturdays at 2:45 p.m. with Kim & Marco Banales  (Check 
with Instructors regarding  changes in time   $7.00  per class                                                         
Showmanship:  Sat. 1:30 p.m. (Intro) and 2:45 (intermediate) with Kim.  8 wk. course.   
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your (substitute) Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

I inadvertently ignited a firestorm of sorts recently when I posted a message to SDOC’s e-list 
wondering where I could find a copy of the premium for our upcoming May obedience and rally 
trials online.  This is the norm for agility trials, and indeed, our Obedience Club website had 
links to premiums for several upcoming agility trials, not just AKC, but ASCA, USDAA, and 
NADAC as well.  But no obedience trials at the time (the premium for our May trial has since 
been posted).  Mind you, I do not blame our webmaster for this omission, since he can only 
post online what is given to him to post, and apparently nobody involved with this trial thought 
to send Clint an electronic version of the premium for what is supposed to be, as AKC’s 
designated Region 7 qualifying trial for the NOI, a showcase event for our Club, until after this 
was pointed out.    
But the regrettable result of omissions like this one is less accessibility to information about 
obedience trials (particularly for the newbies), which further contributes to declining entries and 
the perception of obedience as an “elitist” or outdated sport. 
When I was showing my first dog in Novice A in Colorado back in 1992, our classes all had 
between 20 and 40 dog and handler teams competing.  That’s right, 20-40 entries in Novice A, 
which was often as large or even larger than Novice B!  As a newcomer to obedience, I found a 
large and supportive community of like-minded people, and have so many great memories of 
obedience trials that were made truly special both by the efforts of the host clubs and the sense 
of camaraderie among the exhibitors.   
AKC started offering agility trials and titles in the mid-90’s, and somewhere in the stampede to 
get on the agility bandwagon, obedience came to be regarded by many as agility’s outdated 
and un-hip predecessor. At my first meeting back with my original obedience club when my 
family returned to Colorado in 2000, I was shocked that all the member brags and club business 
centered on agility.  That club has since closed its obedience training building, no longer puts on 
its once hugely popular obedience trials, and has lost most of its membership. Other clubs, 
including SDOC, have been much more successful adapting to this paradigm shift, though many 
still show varying amounts of bias against obedience: in the amount of coverage allotted to 
agility vs. obedience on their websites and newsletters; vastly unequal prizes for similar 
accomplishments (e.g. one club offers impressive 3-streamer rosettes for new agility titles, but 
nothing for new obedience titles at its trials); and even disparaging remarks directed towards 
“those idiots” in obedience.  Only a relatively few clubs seem to have struck that perfect balance 
where agility and obedience are equally supported and celebrated. 
It cannot be denied that agility is fun, very fun, while obedience requires more precision and 
repetition.  I personally love the challenges and rewards offered by both—each requires 
teamwork, though agility pits my dog and I against the course and the clock, while in obedience 
it’s us against that theoretical perfect performance.  I don’t claim to have a magical solution to 
declining obedience entries any more than the AKC does, though I do have a few ideas on how 
obedience can be made more appealing.  First, the AKC and show-giving clubs need to make 
event information, all event information, easier to find.  The AKC Event Calendar should include 
working links to websites where the event premiums will be posted AND the e-mail address and 
phone number to request a premium.  Too often new exhibitors, especially, miss out on trials 
that they would have entered HAD THEY ONLY KNOWN simply because they didn’t learn about 
them until after the fact, or until after they already made plans to attend another event.  And 
that brings me to another point: common sense should dictate that, whenever possible, events 
not be scheduled in such a way that they wind up competing against other events for limited 
entries.    Here in Albuquerque, the second weekend in March gave us UKC shows, ASCA agility, 
and AKC lure coursing to choose from.  An embarrassment of riches, 

Continued on p. 7 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Heeling Along 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

 THE RETURN OF RENATE 
Save the dates!  Renate Van Allen returns for a Competition Obedience Workshop 
Saturday-Sunday July 27 and 28.  Renate's past workshops at SDOC were so well 
received that the working slots sold out within 24 hours.  Details about registration are 
in this edition of S&N and on the website. 
NOVICE COMPETITION DRILL 
It's always been known by word of mouth that Janice Anthes' Thursday morning Novice 
Drill is really for people who are the most determined of handlers.  So, we've renamed 
it Novice Competition Drill.  We'll soon add a description of Janice's drill on the web 
site's class listing.  That will help handlers of all levels of skill know if they've walked 
into the right/wrong class. 
On a related note, Janice plans to take a summer break (dates to be decided), so keep 
an eye on that listing. 
SUPER DRILL 
Super Drill starring Pam Sehmer has returned Tuesday mornings from 9 to 11:30.  For 
now, Pam's work schedule does not permit Thursday sessions.  Thank you for not 
bugging me about it. 
WE REPEAT:  STEWARDING, ANYONE? 
Any time now, a signup sheet will appear on the bulletin board for the Friday, May 10 
Obedience and Rally Trials at the State Fairgrounds (aka Expo New Mexico, a name 
that hasn't caught on).  There's no free lunch?  There is, if you steward.  So, sign up! 
CGC REPRISE 
If our next AKC Canine Good Citizenship class goes half as well as the last, we'll be 
happy.  We've set one up to start June 1 with Marcia Sullivan as Instructor.  Michele 
Lommasson will assist with the first of the four sessions, then Bonnie Conner comes in 
for the final three. 
WE'RE ALWAYS OPEN 
The other day, someone asked if some friends of hers could stop by my class.  This 
should be nothing new, but the public is always welcome to drop by during any class to 
get an idea of what we're about.  So, if someone shows up, invite them to have a seat 
and gawk all they want.  You might even give them a quick overview of the KPT or 
Basic Novice you're teaching and what week you're in.  They're looking to see if we're 
the place to train their dog.  We are THE place to train their dog. 
FRANCIS I, DOG LOVER 
Alessandro Foriani, a visually impaired journalist for Italian radio, approached Pope 
Francis I with his seeing-eye dog, Asia. 
"I asked for a blessing for my wife and daughter at home," Foriani said.  "He added, 'a 
blessing for the dog, too' and bent down to bless it.” 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

One of the highlights of registering a dog is 
choosing that perfect name.  A kennel name 
is usually included not only to identify the 
breeder and/or owner, but to avoid duplicate 
names and especially the dreaded Roman 
numeral after the name (e.g. Rover XXII).  
The Roman numeral assigned by the AKC 
indicates the number of dogs in that breed 
who were previously given the exact same 
registered name, and proclaims the owner’s 
appalling lack of originality for the entire 
world to see! 
When naming a dog, owners often walk a fine 
line between choosing a name that is so 
common as to be stereotypical, vs. an overly 
obscure reference (I’ve personally been guilty 
of both).  The very best registered names, in 
my opinion, are the ones that are clever, 
unique, fit the dog, and lend themselves to an 
obvious call name.  One of my favorite name 
combinations was for a top-winning Ibizan 
Hound a few years back.  “Bunny” got her 
name from a distinctive white marking on her 
back in the shape of the Playboy Bunny.  Her 
registered name: Luxxor’s Playmate of the 
Year!  And probably the worst name I ever 
heard was given to a dog that was a stud fee 
puppy back from a leased bitch with multiple 
co-owners, whose registered name consisted 
of nothing but an awkward mish-mash of the 
kennel names of everyone involved.  But, 
ultimately, choosing any name is a highly 
personal decision, and what really matters is 
how the owner feels about their choice.   
Listed are the registered names (sans any 
titles earned) of some beloved dogs of the 
past and present belonging to SDOC 

members.  Have fun and see if you can guess 
the call name, breed, and owner of each one.  
Answers are on page 11. 

1. Amaroq KoKo Katortok.   
2. BAAR None v Qualicum  
3. Brimor Dazzling Diva  
4. Cannon River Drift Boat  
5. Casey’s Lavish Mischief  
6. Casey’s Rae of Sunshine  
7. Classy's Spring Breeze  
8. C-Myste Baledwr Pursuit of Happiness 
9. Diva's Last Edition 
10. Diva's Northern Exposure 
11. Elkrun's Atomic Xs and Os 
12. Elkrun W. G. Dupree  
13. Elwha's Get 'Er Dug  
14. Elyan C-Myste The Times Picayune 
15. Harmony’s Believe It or Not  
16. High Desert’s Where There Is Smoke 
17. Howl’s Heart of Fire  
18. Hunters-Goldstrike Golden Glass of 

Brandy Wine  
19. Ivylane’s RuffianL Maverick  
20. Jazz'd Let the Sparks Fly  
21. Kerigolf’s Loaded For Bear  
22. Kristen-Britannia Recuerdo de Plata 
23. Northwoods Chamber of Secrets  
24. Ozark Crest The Taxman Cometh 
25. Pick'n Santa's Pockets  
26. Pineland's Runs on the Wildside  
27. Redondo’s Semper Fi  
28. Soquel's Last Souvenir  
29. Sundown's Red Queen  
30. Sungold Katie's Ace of Hearts  
31. Sunkist Same Sit Different Day  
32. Terra Norte's Midnight Circe  
33.  Victory's High Wind Warning 

Guest Speaker at SDOC April 2013 General Membership Mtg 

Jeannette M. Kelly, DVM, Diplomate ACVIM (Oncology)  of Veterinary Cancer Care, P.C. will be the guest speaker at 
the SDOC April 2013 General Membership Meeting on Fri. April 26, 2013 starting at 7 p.m.   Dr. Kelly will speak on 
veterinary cancer treatment.   She is dedicated to kind and gentle treatment options focusing on quality of life, and 
the advancement of oncology through multi-institutional clinical trials.   

ATTS Temperament Test Coming to Albuquerque April 27 
The Rottweiler Club of New Mexico’ has rescheduled the American Temperament Society (ATTS) temperament test 
for April 27 at Hoffmantown Park.  Entry forms are available at SDOC or by going to the ATTS website (ATTS.org).  
Contact Dede Brownstein at 822-9916 for more information. 

What’s In A Name? 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

LEARN A REG, EARN A LEG:  DISTANCES 
Copyright By Hallie Ray, Judge 

These are the answers to the obedience quiz questions that appeared in the March 
newsletter.  Find out how well you really know your regulations! 
1. Length of leash required for Heel on Lead:  r 

“long enough” to provide adequate slack.  
No, this isn’t a trick question; it’s a Critical 
Thinking question. And besides, it’s in the 
regulations, Ch.2, Sec.16. (Extra credit if you 
knew where to find this in the Regs!) 

2. Distance between posts on Figure 8: i 8 ft.  
for both Novice and Open. It doesn’t say 
HOW the posts are to stand, just that they 
are to be 8 feet apart. (Ch. 3, Sec. 5) But 
usually, the posts stand with their arms up, 
looking toward each other.  

3. Minimum dimension of an Obedience ring: o 
30 feet  Rings for Novice and Open should 
not be less than 30 x 40 ft., while  Utility 
should not be less than 35 x 50 ft.  All 
Obedience rings should be 40 x 50 feet. (Ch. 
1, Sec. 32.) 

4. Distance handler should go away from dog on 
Novice Stand for Examination: h 6 ft. If you 
train with a 6’ leash, you know this distance. 
But even so, mark it out on the ground. Pose 
your dog at one mark, stand up in heel 
position, and walk to the other mark. How 
many steps is that? Remember it in the ring! 
It’s a scorable handler error if you go more or 
less than 6 feet, and the judge should ask 
you to reposition yourself at the proper 
distance, which may disrupt your dog’s focus. 
(Ch. 3, Sec. 7) 

5.  One-time required distance for Novice Recall: 
p 35 ft. Several years ago, the distance 
requirement of 35 feet was changed, only 
requiring the handler to walk to the other end 
of the ring for the recall. (Ch. 3, Sec. 10.) 

6. Minimum length of the Retrieve on Flat: n 20 
ft.  (Ch.4, Sec. 9) 

7. Minimum length of the Retrieve over High 

Jump: l 16 ft. That’s the sum of the 8 feet 
from the jump, and the throw 8 feet past the 
jump. (Ch. 4, Sec. 11) 

8. Smallest board available for the High Jump: a 
2”  

9. Maximum height any dog will jump in AKC 
Obedience: f  36”  Standard Jump Height 
Table 

10. Minimum possible width of the Broad Jump: 
d 8” (Questions 8-10: Ch. 4, Sec. 13) 

11. Approximate distance between exhibitor’s 
toes and the jump, when commanding the 
dog to take the Broad Jump: e  2ft. (Ch. 4, 
Sec. 13) Obedience reps recommend to 
judges that this distance be marked, but in 
some rings/surfaces that can be difficult. Be 
sure to practice so you know how far this is! 

12. Minimum distance the dog must be from the 
Broad Jump or High Jump to begin the 
exercise: i  8ft. This distance should/must be 
clearly marked (it says “should” in Ch. 4, Sec. 
11, and “must” in Sec. 13.) If you set up too 
close to the jump, you’ve just committed a 
scorable handler error. It is the judge’s 
responsibility to see that you comply with this 
distance before starting the exercise.  

13. Required length of a Utility ring: q  50 ft.  To 
set up the required distances for the Directed 
Jumping, a 50 ft. ring is necessary. (Ch. 1, 
Sec. 32) 

14. Distance between scent articles in the pile for 
Scent Discrimination: c 6”  Ch. 5, Sec. 8 says 
that the articles will be randomly arranged 
and about 6” apart. 

15. Distance handler will set up from the nearest 
scent article for Scent Discrimination: n 20 ft.  
(Ch. 5, Sec. 8) 

16. Distance gloves should be placed from ring 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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boundary in Directed Retrieve: f 3ft. (Ch. 5, 
Sec. 10)  

17. Distance handler should continue after 
standing the dog for the Moving Stand and 
Examination in Utility: k 10-12 ft.  Notice this 
isn’t 6 feet, as Novice. It’s not 20 feet. It is 10
-12 feet. The wrong distance, especially if it’s 
too short, can cost you as a handler error! 
Practice by actually drawing lines 10-12 feet 
apart, and walking them. How many steps 
does it take you? (Ch. 5, Sec. 12) 

18. Distance between high and bar jumps in 
Utility: m 18-20 ft.  (Ch. 5, Sec. 14) 

19. Minimum distance dog must stay beyond the 
jumps in Directed Jumping: j 10 ft.  Ch. 5, 
Sec. 15 discusses this in scoring: a dog that 
does not stop and remain at least 10 feet 
past the jumps must receive an NQ.  If that 
happens, the judge is expected to call 
“Exercise Finished,” and you would recall your 
dog without asking it to jump from that too-
short distance. 

20. Approximate distance from ring boundary 
where handler should command the dog to 
sit, for the go-out in Utility: g 5 ft. (Ch. 5, 
Sec. 14) The command should be given at 20’ 
beyond the jumps, which are located halfway 
(25’) down a 50’ ring. Look for an upcoming 
article on Scoring the Directed Jumping 
exercise for details! 

                                                    

but one that probably hurt the entries for all 
three events!  The AKC already has a rule that 
identical AKC events (such as agility trials) cannot 
be scheduled within 400 miles of each other on 
the same dates.  But since so many of us enjoy 
multiple events with our dogs, I would take this 
even further and suggest that the AKC not allow 
more than one of any AKC event in the same 
region on the same dates.  For example, SDOC’s 
September agility trials currently conflict with the 
dates for the Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers’ Fall 
Coursing Ability and QC tests.  An exception 
could be made for multiple events held at the 
same location, such as RGKC’s breed shows and 
SDOC’s obedience and rally trials at Expo New 
Mexico.   
But real change requires that everyone from the 
AKC and its trial-giving clubs down to individual 
exhibitors to take a long, hard look at obedience 
and ask themselves what can be done to make 
this sport more appealing and user-friendly.  As a 
firm believer in the saying that nothing worth 
having comes easy, it is my personal opinion that 
offering an obedience “Easy Button” in the form 
of optional titling classes such as Beginner Novice 
or by making the CGC an official title will not do 
much if anything to attract new blood to the 
sport, or encourage people to continue on to 
earn advanced titles (quite the opposite).  
Instead, perhaps a change in attitude, rather 
than the rules, is in order.  Many new and 
potential exhibitors see obedience as overly 
serious, uptight, and cliquish…and, yes, 
sometimes it can be.  What can we as 
instructors, judges, club members, and seasoned 
exhibitors do to lighten up and make obedience 
more relaxed and supportive without cheapening 
the titles?   
Finally this antagonistic attitude that obedience 
and agility are rival sports has to stop NOW! The 
two events actually complement one another 
very nicely—the obedience provides the essential 
off-leash control and communication necessary 
for agility, while agility is both a great physical 
conditioner and a refreshing change of pace from 
the mental rigors of obedience.  We need to 
acknowledge obedience and agility as different 
but equally wonderful sports, and be equally 
supportive of both.  Vive la difference! 

LEARN A REG, continued   Newsnotes, continued 
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Clint Wolf and  
Barb Peterson 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@

SDOCNM.org  
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Jacque Obermeyer is proud to report that her Irish Wolfhound, Donnagain, got his UKC 
novice rally title at last month’s trials. Sláinte, Jacque and Donnagain! 

 Another Irish dog, Lisa Frankland’s Kerry Blue Terrier, Remington, made the most of SDOC’s 
agility trials over St. Patrick’s Day weekend, qualifying in Excellent FAST both days to finish 
his XF, and going 5 for 6 on some, um, nicely challenging  Masters standard and jumpers 
courses.  Clearly, if you are lucky enough to be Irish, you are lucky enough! 

 Australian Shepherds Doc and Tux, with Evelyn Vinogradov, recently competed in a Region 
11 NAFA Flyball Tournament in St Petersburg, Florida hosted by the "Tampa Bay Barkaneers 
Flyball Club". Both of their teams placed First in their very competitive divisions. This video 
link features Doc running in the far lane.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJ5Dt2MJOYw 

 Cardigan Welsh Corgi GCh/Can Ch C-Myste Baledwr Pursuit of Happiness CD RN HXAs NAP 
VCX ROMb TT won the Started Duck class and was Reserve High in Trial on Ducks on March 
30th at the Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America National Specialty.  "Chase" is owned by 
Penni Adrian, trained and handled by Ellen Gerwin. 

 At the recent GSD Obedience Trial Pam Jones and her Golden, Sandy, earned their second 
CDX leg with a fourth place in Open A! 

 Stephanie Kouretsos’ Big Red Golden, Benson, picked up his first ever Agility Q at the SDOC 
March trial, taking second place in his Standard class! He then earned another Q at the 
VVKC Agility trial in April, taking second place in his Jumpers class. The Q’s are starting to 
flow for this team! Go Benson!  

 Lisa Berry reports that her Pit Bull crew had a great weekend at last month’s UKC rally 
trials.  On Saturday, her dogs swept RO3 with Siren winning 1st, Trinity 2nd, Bezel 3rd, and 
Tempest qualifying. In RO2, Siren was 1st and Varro 3rd, while in RO1, Lilah was 1st and 
Spiderman 2nd.  The next day Siren was 1st, Trinity 3rd, Tempest 4th for her RO3 title, and 
Bezel qualifying in RO3, while in RO2 Siren was 1st, Trinity 3rd, and Varro qualified for his 
RO2 title.  Lilah and Spiderman each qualified in RO1, and Siren, who is working on her 
Rally CH, took High in Trial and High Combined both days! 

 Bonnie Conner reports a good winter for her furry kids. Her home-bred Swedish Vallhund, 
Logan, Swedish Vallhund received his AKC CH. in Florida at 11 months of age!  He is now 
back home with her.  Meanwhile, Flyer, another Vallhund of Bonnie’s breeding, now living in 
England, sired the female which took Best Puppy at Crufts! Congratulations on your success 
on both sides of The Pond!!! 

 Marcia Sullivan’s Siberian, KoKo, went to Phoenix (a 4 day show) and got 4 Winner's Bitch, 
3 Best of Opposite...and 2 points (wish it was more). YAY, KoKo! 

Left: A recent basic novice obedience 
class, taught by SDOC instructor Lisa 
Berry, demonstrates their rock-steady 
stays.   
 
Opposite page: Some dogs and handlers 
having fun at SDOC’s agility trials March 15
-17. Thanks to Evelyn Vinogradov of 
ByVine Design for sharing these photos! 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2013 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Maggie Gee 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Terri Brown 
 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Clint Wolf & Barb 
Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

Volunteer Recognition! 
Your Agility Training Directors truly appreciate the willingness of our Instructors, Assistants, and 
Apprentices to volunteer for the club. Without your volunteer efforts, we would not have a training 
program. We’d like to thank Amy Goldberg, Bob Gardner, Chuck Chandler, Dee Falk, Gene Tatum, 
Janice Anthes, Jeff Potter, Laura Echeverria, Lisa Berry, Marsha Cook, Mimi Glover, Pat Hester, 
Peggy Chandler, Phyllis Collier, Stephanie Kouretsos, Gayle Elliott, Tayla Bowland, Toi Tschohl, 
Vicki Wilson, and Vikki Welby for their time and effort teaching our students. 
We’d also like to thank our registrars, Bill Chambers and Stephanie Kouretsos, for taking care of 
the paperwork, vaccination verification, and payment processing necessary to get the students 
enrolled. 
Dogs on Trial? Those guilty little faces…. 
Trial season is well underway! April and May trials and their premiums are currently available on 
our web site for AKC, ASCA, and NADAC Agility events. 
Did you know…? 
While we would love to have you join our club, membership is not required to take classes at 
SDOC, nor is it required to participate in any of the events we sponsor.  
Practice, practice, practice. 
We have 5 Drill / Skill drop-in sessions per week. These are come-when-you-can sessions, and will 
be utilizing SDOC punch cards. We have: 

 Monday afternoon and evening Masters Handling on Mondays (restricted to teams 
competing at the Excellent / Elite level only) - instruction is provided 

 Wednesday night drill geared towards Novice and Open level teams - no instruction, but 
lots of practice 

 Thursday mid-morning drill for all levels 
 Thursday night Skills geared toward Open and Excellent / Elite level teams - instruction is 

provided 
 Friday evening drill geared towards Open and Excellent / Elite level teams - no instruction, 

but lots of practice 
Check the web site ( www.SDOCNM.org ) under CLASSES for the latest session times and costs. 
 

—-Barb Peterson and Clint Wolf, Co-Directors 
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Answers to What’s In A Name?, from p. 4 

 
1. Siberian Husky owned by Marcia Sullivan (In Inuit 

language (Eskimo), Amaroq means wolf and KoKo 
Katortoq means white chocolate (referring to her 
colors).) 

2. Elke, Rottweiler owned by Dede Brownstein and 
Ann Callahan 

3. Diva, Doberman Pinscher owned by Marcie Jensen 
4. McKenzie, Rottweiler owned by Sherry Rogers (I 

lived on the McKenzie River outside Eugene OR for 
a year in the '90s and every day watched McKenzie 
Drift Boats navigating the rapids. So the name was 
perfect because the breeder behind the Cannon 
River kennel name has used many, many boat 
names in her lines. Cannon River is actually in 
Minnesota, where she lived before moving to 
Vashon Island in WA.) 

5. Lav, Kerry Blue Terrier owned by Lisa Frankland 
(“Lav” actually did not start out as short for Lavish, 
but Lavender.  His breeders put lavender rick-rack 
around his neck to identify him when he was born, 
and the name stuck.  My husband and I fully 
intended to change it, but never could agree on 
another name and ended up picking a registered 
name to fit. For the same reason, one of Lav’s 
sisters went through life as “Amber!”) 

6. Katie Rae, Kerry Blue Terrier owned by Lisa 
Frankland (Named after her dam, Casey’s Chasten 
The Blues, whose call name was Sunshine) 

7. Kaia, Golden Retriever owned by Clint Wolf 
8. Chase, Cardigan Welsh Corgi owned by Penni 

Adrian 
9. Elle, Doberman Pinscher owned by Marcie Jensen 
10. Moose, Doberman Pinscher owned by Marcie 

Jensen 
11. Kisses, Portuguese Water Dog owned by Catherine 

Waters 
12. Dupree, Portuguese Water Dog owned by 

Catherine Waters (from the A. A. Milne's children's 
poem "Disobedience”) 

13. Dugger, Border Terrier owned by Annie Newsted 
14. Nola (short for New Orleans, LA), Cardigan Welsh 

Corgi owned by Penni Adrian 
15. Ripley, Papillon owned by Meghan Frankland 

(Ripley was named by his breeder, and we kept it 
because it was perfect.  While we thought it was 
very clever and unique, we later learned of at least 
3 other agility dogs, including another Pap, with 
the same name!) 

16. Fire, Border Collie owned by Evi Fox 

17. Calcifer, German Spitz owned by Meghan 
Frankland (Definitely one of those obscure 
references! In “Howl’s Moving Castle,” a film by 
Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki, “Calcifer” is a 
fire spirit who is a sidekick to the title character.) 

18. Brandywine, Golden Retriever owned by Stephanie 
Kouretsos 

19. Turbo, Boxer owned by Bonnie Hughes (Turbo’s 
breeder was really into the TV show “Deadliest 
Catch” so his litter’s kennel names were from two 
foundation sides plus the name of a fishing boat 
from Deadliest Catch Nothing in his registered 
name appealed to me and I had a list of 20 or 
more possible call names.  Our flight home was 
very rough.  Although he seemed unaffected by 
the bumpy ride I talked to him most of the way 
home and while discussing turbulence with him, I 
just began calling him Turbo, a fitting name for any 
boxer.) 

20. Sparks, Flat Coated Retriever owned by Janice 
Anthes 

21. Remington, Kerry Blue Terrier owned by Lisa 
Frankland 

22. Lolly aka Lolly-pup, Weimaraner owned by Diane 
Davis (She was a “pupsicle” /frozen semen 
breeding named after her late sire, Britannia 
Caballero de Plata. Her name means silver memory 
or keepsake.) 

23. Sandy, Golden Retriever owned by Pam Jones 
24. Audit, Shetland Sheepdog owned by Vicki Wilson 

(He was born on tax day, April 15th!) 
25. Fag’n, Golden Retriever owned by Barbara Mitchell 

(Fag’n and his 10 siblings were born on Christmas 
Day. Fag'n instead of Fagin in Oliver Twist, 
because his breeder's dog's names are all 'n 
instead of ing) 

26. Rowdy, Shetland Sheepdog owned by Janice 
Anthes 

27. Gunny, Rottweiler owned by Juan and Nancy 
Griego 

28. Trinket, Doberman Pinscher owned by Marcie 
Jensen 

29. Red, Australian Kelpie owned by Claudia Saiz 
30. Bensen, Golden Retriever owned by Stephanie 

Kouretsos 
31. Ditto, Border Terrier owned by Annie Newsted 

(named after his sire, No Sit Sherlock!) 
32. Circe, German Shepherd owned by Claudia Saiz 

(Circe is the name of a witch in Greek mythology.) 
33. Tempe (Tempest), Flat Coated Retriever owned by 

Janice Anthes 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
April 26 
May 31 
June 28 
July 26 (Ice Cream Social!) 
August 30 
September 27 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

April 23 
May 28 
June 25 
July 23 
August 27 
September 24 
 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Please note that due to a delay in receiving the general 
meeting minutes, the March minutes will be published 

along with April’s in the May newsletter. 


