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When I first started training and showing 
in the early ‘90’s, life was much simpler.  
Besides breed, which I didn’t get involved 
with until several years later, the only AKC 
titling events open to all breeds were obe-
dience and tracking.  There were only four 
obedience titles (CD, CDX, UD, OTCH) and 
two tracking titles (TD, TDX).  No agility, 
no rally.  And obedience clubs were just 
that—obedience clubs. 

There were far fewer titles and title re-
quirements to keep track of, but just like 
today mistakes could be, and were made. 
An owner might not know that they didn’t 
have the required 3 legs under 3 different 
judges (now 2) for an obedience title until 
much later when they realized that the title 
certificate had never arrived. Champion-
ship points could easily be miscalculated as 
well, both in breed and obedience, some-
times with regrettable results.   

The AKC made mistakes too, which often 
weren’t discovered for many months, if at 
all, due to the time it took for show results 
and titles to be processed and published.  I 
remember only learning that my first Kerry, 
Lav, had been mistakenly credited with a 
qualifying score from an obedience trial we 
were absent from when breed rankings 
came out the following year!  

Nowadays, there are many more events, 
classes, and titles for us to choose from 
and keep track of, and that’s not even in-
cluding events offered by other organiza-
tions!  But thankfully we also now have 
technology that makes this easier. 

The AKC’s own website, www.akc.org, of-
fers a free service called My AKC.  To sign 
up simply go to the My AKC box in the up-
per right hand corner of their home page, 

and fol-
low the 
instruc-
tions to 
create an 
account.  
Once 
you’ve 
created 
an ac-
count 
and 
signed in, there are several services avail-
able, including online recordkeeping for 
breeders, and my personal favorite, a way 
to list dogs and the titles they have earned 
under “Manage Dogs.”  This is an ex-
tremely easy way to track points and verify 
legs and titles earned for any AKC regis-
tered dog, not just those you own. 

Another very useful website I’ve discov-
ered is the OakLines.com express entry 
service.  This free service does not enter 
trials for you, but stores dogs’ information 
and allows you to quickly generate a neatly 
completed entry form for any AKC event. 
As an agility trial secretary who has had to 
decipher my fair share of sloppily hand-
written entry forms, this is something I 
definitely appreciate!  OakLines also stores 
the entry information from any form you’ve 
generated on the website, so you can keep 
track of shows you have entered. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agility, please 
refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GET-
TING ONE FREE.  

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  Super Drill with Pam Sehmer (Ongoing) 

Thusdays: 3:00 p.m. thru July and August. Super Drill with Pam Sehmer 

Thursdays:   6:15 p.m.  Novice Drill with Catherine Waters (Ongoing) 

Fridays (except for Oct. 19, Nov. 16 & 23, and Club meeting nights): 6:30. Obedience Run-
Thrus, all levels. (Ongoing) 

7/8/12: Sun. 10:00 a.m. Beginning Nosework with Amy Hendrickson 

7/11/12: Wed. 3:00 p.m. Nosework Drill with Amy Hendrickson. Thru July and August. Limited 
to Nosework class graduates only. 

8/4/12: Sat. 2:45 p.m. (Intro to Showmanship) and 4:00 p.m. (Intermediate) Conformation 
classes taught by Kim and Marco Banales (No classes on 8/11/12 due to the SDOC seminar.) 

8/5/12: Sun. 2:45 p.m. (Advanced) 4:00 p.m. (Beginner) Rally drills resume (Ongoing) 

8/6/12:  Mon. 6:15 p.m.  Canine Good Citizen class with Marcia Sullivan 

8/9/12: Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Novice drill class with Janice Anthes (Ongoing) 

8/16/12: Thurs. 7:30 p.m. Kindergarten Puppy Training Class with Julie Brozek. 
8/22/12: Wed. 7:30 p.m. Beginner Novice Class with Lisa Berry 

8/23/12:  Thurs. 6:15 p.m.  Basic Rally Class (for all levels) with Jacque Obermeyer and gang. 

9/10/12: Monday. 6:15 p.m. Beginner Novice Class with Estelle Metz.  

While they may have started out 
simply as decorations on a 

child’s birthday cake, those rings 
now possess “the power of 

MACH!” 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your (Substitute) Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

This is my last month filling in as editor, 
since Laurel Drew will be home and no 
doubt already planning the September 
issue by the time this is published. It’s 
difficult to comprehend just how much 
work goes into putting together a news-
letter if you have never done it. Even if 
you have worked as a newsletter editor, 
like I have for other clubs in the past, it is 
easy to forget all that this job entails!   

In a perfect world, an editor’s job is rela-
tively straightforward—check over sub-
mitted material for spelling, grammar, 
and content, place these in the newslet-
ter in an aesthetically pleasing layout, 
and send it on to be published and dis-
tributed.  What typically happens in real-
ity is a bit more complicated. Announce-
ments, trial results, and articles are often 
submitted too late for publication or not 
at all, leaving the editor scrambling for 
enough material to completely fill a 10 or 
12 (but not 10 1/2, or 11) page newslet-
ter, or writing it herself. A single edition 
can easily take 20+ hours of work from 
initial layout to final proofing. Then the 
proverbial fecal matter hits the revolving 
blades: Why didn’t you announce this 
event? You got my dog’s name wrong! 
Where are the trial results? Keep in mind 
that for anything to be in the newsletter, 
someone has to submit it, and some-
times that someone needs to be you! 

Many others do express their apprecia-
tion, and there are definitely some perks 
too, including getting to really know so 
many great club members and of course 
the satisfaction of a job well-done. To all 
the SDOC members who provide items 
for the newsletter, especially Gene, John, 

and Amy, whose regular submissions as 
part of their already considerable respon-
sibilities make up the backbone of this 
newsletter, THANK YOU!  And I think I 
can safely speak for the entire member-
ship when I say that the brags and show 
news are often the most looked-forward-
to items, and am very grateful to those 
of you who submit your own brags or 
report trial results.  Finally, thank you to 
everyone who sends in announcements 
about upcoming classes, trials, seminars 
and other events, and other items of in-
terest to the membership, including Hal-
lie Ray’s fascinating series on judging 
obedience.   

It was a shock to everyone who knows 
Jeff and Cathy Robb when we learned 
about their sweet Australian Shepherd 
girl Panda’s unexpected death last 
month. Panda was a very public face for 
SDOC for many years, competing in obe-
dience trials and appearing at many pub-
lic events with Jeff, and even playing a 
role in an episode of Breaking Bad.  

Too many of us are already familiar with 
the pain of losing a beloved dog before 
its time, and know how that special bond 
that can only be developed from count-
less hours spent working together makes 
parting with them even harder. And 
while human nature all too often has us 
taking this incredible relationship for 
granted, I don’t think Jeff and Cathy ever 
lost sight of what they had. Like so many 
other special dogs before her, Panda’s 
life, and now death, should remind all of 
us to treasure our dogs for every minute 
of their dear, short lives. 

-Lisa Frankland 



 

 

To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 

Page 4 Scents & Nonscents 

 

To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Heeling Along 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

  TIME KEEPS ON WARPING 

I write this in July for publication in August but I'm thinking of September.  That's when we anticipate a rise in 
demand for the essential Obedience classes:  Basic Novice and Kindergarten Puppy Training.  Instructors, 
please be ready to open your hearts and calendars when I contact you to teach.  Same goes to Assistants and 
Apprentices. 

Speaking of which, thanks to all you Instructors who have conscientiously written evaluations on your 
helpers.  That's a must if we want to build our heretofore shrinking cadre of full-fledged Instructors.  For those 
of you hoping to eventually become KPT Instructors, a reminder that you have to become a BN Instructor first. 

RALLY RETURNS 

Jacque Obermeyer starts a new Rally class Aug. 23.  Rally always welcomes converts to the sport, so follow the 
signs to this one (note: ha ha). 

GUSHING WITH GRATITUDE 

Yes, I am.  Pam Sehmer stepped up to offer Super Drill in the afternoon.  That's in addition to her morning 
drill.  She did it in response to demand, which has been heavy as the fall trials approach.  Pam's afternoon drill 
(see www.sdocnm.org and click on the Classes tab) is scheduled to end this month. 

Gratitude also to Amy Hendrickson for adding Nosework Drill, which also ends in August. 

Thanks also to Janice Anthes, who resumes her morning Novice Drill, which has moved to Thursdays.  Now, 
you can have Catherine Waters' Wednesday Novice Drill for supper, then wake up to Janice's breakfast drill. 

And thanks go to Kim and Marco Banales for launching two Conformation classes this month.  The times for 
these two classes might change, so click on that Classes tab to keep abreast. 

Plus, thanks to Lisa Berry and Julie Brozek for accepting teaching assignments in August. 

And to Len Stans and everyone who loaned fans for yet another great Renate Van Allen Obedience 
Seminar.  Earlier this year, Len revived our cooling system.  That was never more appreciated than at the 
seminar, with all those people (98.6) and all those dogs (about a hunnert degrees) putting off all that body 
heat.  The fans were strategically placed to complement the cooling. 

SEMINARIANS 

As for the RVA Seminar, which attracted 24 handlers and 9 dogs, in my life I've never seen a teacher or 
professor hold forth with so much stamina.  Renate allowed herself the briefest of lunch breaks both days and 
otherwise just kept on teaching and demoing, if that's a word.  You couldn't help but learn a lot at all levels. 

As for me--and I hope all the Instructors who attended--I take seminars with crime in mind:  stealing ideas to 
improve my own classes and stealing ideas to improve the training of my own dog (yeah, I finally got one; 
she's a peach, standing on the keyboard as I  t t yy pp e). 

Most seminar stuff is, in my opinion, beyond what KPT and BN students can handle, but any seminar always 
includes gems (like Renate's collar game) that first-time dog handlers will find invaluable and easy to master.  I 
mined a few other gems.  God help my students. 

See you in September, if not before. 

John Clendenin 
Obedience Training Director 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

              
Double Q 

By Gene Tatum               
I admit that I have minimal knowledge of obedience training, and no experience in obedience com-
petition. Even so, I am aware of the importance of basic obedience skills- name recognition, sit, 
stay & recall.  Since beginning as Agility Program Director, I have become immersed in training- not 
just being trained. The more I participate as a Trainer, the better I understand how basic obedience 
skills are critical to communication with your dog. (Point of clarification; I equate Trainer to a Head 
Instructor, Assistant or Apprentice.  Handler is the term I use for a student.) 

Now as a Trainer, I observe other handlers hoping to provide useful feedback.  It is become in-
creasingly interesting watching and seeing my mistakes being made by others.   This provides for 
an interesting feedback loop. I observe to improve my handling.  As I learn, it becomes easier to 
share experiences with other handlers. 

Speaking of mistakes; my first agility dog is Miss Bea, the Rottweiler.  We are participating in our 4th 
season of agility trials.  I think back and watch myself. I realize that repeatedly the mistakes made 
were handler errors or training issues.  Although Bea is past 9 years, we still look forward to training 
and trials. As long as Bea is fit we will train. She likes to work which keeps her physically and men-
tally fit.  Obedience basics are part of our daily routine. 

The dog deity has seen fit to provide us our 3rd rescue dog- found in the SE Idaho Farm Country- 
Pretty Red.  My wife Pat handles our 2nd rescue dog, Lupe, who has developed beyond expecta-
tion.  We speculate that Red is Pointer/Brittany X, about 21 months.  She has been a challenge in 
many ways, but she likes to work. In 
the past, she has had a tendency on 
the practice field and at trials to work 
away from me; a loooong way off- 
playing with toys, pilfering other 
dog’s treats, and having a good ole 
time. 

As Red has matured, her basic obedi-
ence skills- learned in the classroom, 
and practiced on the agility field have 
improved. Considering her bird dog 
heritage of working away, chasing 
birds, sniffing everything, including 
skunks, I feel fortunate that she as 
learned focus quickly. Focus is a big word- developed by effective handler communication with the 
dog. 

For the new handler and/or young dog, start with the basics. As training progresses, you will return 
to basics again and again. 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

May, 2012 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

 July 27 2012 General Meeting for Sandia Dog Obedience Club was called to order at 
7:03 by President Maggie Gee.  Also in attendance were Vice President Sal Rovinsky, 
Treasurer Ann Newsted, Corresponding Secretary Estelle Metz, Recording Secretary 
Amy Hendrickson, Toi Tschohl, Pam Sehmer, Debby Potter, Karen Provine, Obedience 
Director John Clendenin, Agility Director Gene Tatum and Tracking Director Leslie 
Swisher. 
 
After reviewing the June minutes in the newsletter and noting a few corrections, Donna 
Sloan made a motion to accept the minutes.  Vicki Wilson seconded the motion and it 
passed. 
 
Presidents Report  Renata Van Allen Seminar is this weekend and we are expecting a 
lot of people.  We have extra fans and hopefully everybody will be comfortable.   The 
VST seminar is in 2 weeks.  The building will be closed for that weekend August 11-12.  
SDOC Obedience/Rally fun match Sunday Aug 26 needs workers!  SDOC AKC Obed/
Rally Labor Day Weekend Sunday Sept 2 and Monday Sept 3 Premiums in SDOC 
Lobby; entries close Wed. August 15, 12 noon.  
 
Vice President  Nothing at this time 
 
Treasurer  2063.57 
                    3069.29 
                -------------- 
                   -1005.72 
 
Recording Secretary  Nothing at this time 
 
Corresponding Secretary  The US Dept of Agriculture has announced that the comment 
period on the proposed regulations on the “retail pet stores and licensing exemptions” has 
been extended until 8/15/2012. 
 
AKC has new language in obedience classes.  Instead of “move ups” they will be called 
“transfers”.  AKC has also approved clubs offering reduced entry fees for junior han-
dlers. 
 
The nominees for this year’s annual AKC lifetime achievement award have been an-
nounced.  Please see Estelle Metz if you would like to voice your opinion before the final 
votes must be submitted on 9/14/2012. 
 
AKC has launched a search for a chief operating officer to be based in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 
 
Obedience Director  There are openings in the CGC class on Monday evenings. 
 

Continued on p. 7 



 

 

 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Panda 

As most of you already know our beloved Aussie “Panda” died a few weeks ago.  
The outpouring of support for us has been incredible.   It seems she was the most 
popular dog we've ever had.  She was a blessing, bringing happiness everyday to us 
and to others. 

Thank you so much to all the incredible people who called, sent emails and cards.  
Special thanks to those who came and sat with us at various vet ER clinics while 
we searched for answers – even at late hours.  Dog folk are the most compassionate 
in the world when you need them most.  Panda's death has left us reeling, but 
please know that you have lessened the nightmare for us. 

Thank you all 

Jeff & Cathy Robb 

Agility Director  Gail Elliot has been promoted to assistant instructor.  Congratulations! 
 
Tracking Director  The VST Seminar will be held Sat and Sun August 11 and 12.  In-
terest has been good and the seminar promises to be very interesting.   The building will 
be closed both days. 
 
Jeff Robb reminds members that trophies can still be sponsored for the fall show.  Con-
tact him if you are interested. 
 
September trial premiums are out.   Remember- fill them out early and send them in 
NOW! 
Toi Tschohl has been appointed as the board representative to the nominating commit-
tee.  Please give your input to Toi. 
 
Membership readings: 
1st  Mica Tyler 
      Clare Ray 
      Jerry Faulkner 
2nd Faye Mitchell 
      Bob and Michelle Becker 
 
Thanks to all who helped with hospitality this month-the ice cream social! It was a head-
ache-screaming winner with everybody pitching in so thank you! 
                                                                                                                             
Adjourned at 7:31 
 
Submitted by Amy Hendrickson 

Minutes, continued 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2012 
 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter, 
Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, and Toi 
Tschohl 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Gene Tatum 
Agility Director 
can be reached 

at  
gtatum3@q.co

m 

Or 

255-1960 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Pam Jones and Golden Sandy competed at a WCFO freestyle competition in Arizona on 
July 14 & 15.  On Saturday in the singles PDP (“Perfect Dance Partner”) division they 
scored a 9.8 in technical and 9.9 in artistic (a 9.5 or better is needed to qualify) and 
won first place with their Kung Fu Fighting routine.  On Sunday they earned their sec-
ond PDP leg with scores of 9.7 and 9.8 and also got a standing ovation from the audi-
ence and the judge!   

  Lisa Frankland’s young Kerry Blue Terrier, Remington, finished his AKC Master Agility 
Championship in Cloudcroft on July 14th.  Remi already had all his double-Q’s and just 

needed points to finish, but still kept everyone holding 
their breath to the very end by qualifying with the ex-
act number of points he needed to earn the MACH!   

 Clint Wolf reports that at the Albuquerque ASCA 
Agility trial, his Golden Retriever Kaia earned 6.5 Q's 
out of 7 runs, and was 1 of only 2 dogs out of 29 to 
complete one of the distance challenge courses. She 
finished her "Gamblers Elite - Outstanding Perform-
ance" and her "Jumpers Elite - Outstanding Perform-
ance" titles. At the AKC SWAT trials, she managed 6 
out of 8 Q's, took a 1st and a 2nd place in 2 Excellent B 
FAST runs, and earned her 
10th Double Q.  continued on p. 9 Lisa Frankland and MACH Remi! 



 

 

August, 2012 Page 9 

SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 

any General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

 At the most recent, local UKC trials, Brandy, a 
Chihuahua owned by Donna Faulkner, re-
ceived her UKC Rally Novice title, and two legs 
towards her U-CD. 

 Lisa Berry is very proud of her American Pit 
Bull Terriers’ recent accomplishments.  At the 
UKC shows in Longmont, CO,  

 Barca (CH K9 Performance Knls Barca 
RO 1 ACAL 1&2 SDC II  ) finished his 
UKC CH in Longmont Co with a BIB 
win along with his RO 1 title  

 Dual UKC & ADBA CH K9 Performance 
Knls Monsoon SDC II finished his UKC CH in Longmont Co with a BIB win and 
also finished his ADBA CH at the NM show 

 Siren (CH K9 Performance Knls Siren CDX RO3 UAG2 NJC OC OCC SCH BH ACAL 
1 & 2 WDST CGC TDI) finished her CDX 2 pl, RO3 2pl, & UAG 1 & 2 both first 
places (agility) in Longmont Co and earned 40 pts towards her Rally CH.  

 And this is how Lisa’s dogs did at the ADBA NM conformation show… 

 K9 Performance Knls Varro RO1 ACAL 1 & 2 
SDC II got 1st place in his class and 2nd place 
in the second show’s 2-3 yr male class. He also 
earned a special trophy in the event "Best Con-
ditioned" 

 CH K9 Performance Knls 
Barca RO 1 ACAL 1&2 SDC II 
won a second place in the sec-
ond show’s 2-3 yr male class 

 K9 Performance Knls Spartacus  RO1 SDC II won two 3rd 
places in the 2-3 yr male class 

 CH K9 Performance Knls 
Monsoon SDC II earned a 1st 

place in the first show to finish his CH in the 
5+ male class 

 K9 Performance Knls Kraken won 1st place in 
all three shows in the 9-12 mo female class 

 K9 Performance Knls Venom won 2nd place all 
weekend in the 9-12 mo female class  

Lisa says, “It was a fantastic few weeks for my kennel, and wonderful to see dogs I bred 
beat out some tough competition!” 

(Brags, continued from p. 8) 

Donna Faulkner and Brandi finish-
ing their UKC rally novice title 

Monsoon 

Barca 

Varro 
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Learn a Reg, Earn a Leg: Pivots and Turns 
by Hallie Ray © 2012 

I’m an Obedience judge, and not yet a Rally judge, but both sports include the skills of pivots and 
turns. One of the most confusing things I’ve heard is the Rally-ism, “A turn can be a pivot but a 
pivot can’t be a turn.” Or vice versa; it makes my head hurt. And is it true in Obedience? 

Maybe we should start with descriptions of the Turns. Here we’re talking about left turns, right 
turns, and ordinary obedience about turns, known in Rally as “About Turn—Right.” In both obedi-
ence and rally, these are properly performed when the handler takes the new direction smoothly 
and naturally, and the dog stays in heel position. A turn should not be performed in a sharp, military 
manner, nor in a huge, wide arc. Imagine you’re in the grocery store, you get to the end of the 
aisle, and turn left toward the dairy section. You wouldn’t do a military drill-sergeant turn, but you 
also wouldn’t make a huge looping arc, as neither is “natural.” Just turn, as if you had a purpose in 
going in that new direction. 

The about turn is a little less natural, unless you maybe forgot something back up your grocery 
aisle. Ideally, you’ll end up on just about the same line you were on originally, only now you’ve re-
versed direction.  

“But what about footwork?” someone in the back starts to wail. There is no required footwork! Many 
clinicians/instructors recommend things: always start on your left, or right, foot; turn with your in-
side foot or outside foot first, make a T or Y or X or W with your feet… None of that is necessary. 
But if you do choose to work on making your turns smooth, you’ll make it easier for your dog to 
maintain good heel position. If you choose to work on making your turns the same way each time, 
that consistency will become a cue to your dog that “a turn is coming!” So as to special footwork: 
necessary? No. Nice to have? Quite possibly! 

A brief digression: former AKC Representative Bob Squires, who is once again working as a great 
obedience judge, tells a story of an exhibitor who did severe, military-style turns. Upon questioning, 
the exhibitor explained that those turns were natural for him, as he’d just retired from 30 years as a 
Marine Gunnery Sergeant! However, in AKC obedience competition, they are not what’s expected, 
and may make it harder for your dog to stay in heel position. 

Now, what about Pivots? From the Glossary of Terms in the Obedience regs: “Turn in place—turning 
in the circle that was occupied by the handler before they started the turn.”  From the Glossary of 
Terms in the Rally regs: “Pivot—turning in the circle occupied by the handler before they started the 
turn; a turn in place.”  

In Obedience we pivot or “turn in place” several times: broad jump, scent discrimination, and di-
rected retrieve. Some handlers choose to use the Send Directly method in scent discrimination, so 
the dog is not being scored on maintaining heel position during the turn in place. But a dog that 
doesn’t maintain position may be wide enough to be scorably “not direct” as it heads toward its arti-
cles. 

In Rally, there are several Pivot exercises. Any of these done with the dog in heel position require 
that the dog stay in heel position during the pivot.  

Many mental images help teach the pivot to handlers: standing and staying on a paper plate during 
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the turn; drawing a circle around the feet and keeping them in that circle during the turn; imaging a 
pole through the center of your body, stuck into the ground, and you can only turn around that cen-
ter point. All of these emphasize that it’s not just ending up in the same place you started, but that 
you can’t step away from that place and back into the place. Specific footwork isn’t required, and for 
many people, just taking a few small steps works best, without any fancy choreography. 

Now, we’re back where we started. It’s emphasized in the AKC Rally Judging Seminars that a pivot 
must be done in place. If not, the performance is IP and loses 10 points. However, any Rally “Turn” 
may be done as an obedience turn, or as a pivot. No penalty or bonus either way. 

How about in obedience? Certainly, when a pivot and/or turn in place is required, it will be penalized 
if done incorrectly. However, in a heeling pattern when a turn is called, a pivot may not look natural. 
Would you “pivot” in place when you turned the corner in our grocery store? No, you’d “turn.” 

Story from the Obedience ring: I judged a wonderful Irish Wolfhound once, but had to take off 
points for every turn. The exhibitor took several steps in place as they turned left, right or about. 
That’s “adapting to the dog” and was completely unnecessary: this was a great-working, brisk dog 
that certainly would have kept up even without the handler’s error! When then handler asked about 
all the points off, his response was, “but I kept moving the whole time!” Sorry, but marching in 
place during a heeling-pattern turn is a handler error! 

To wrap up:  
 Pivots, or turns in place, must always be done in place, in Rally or Obedience. 
 Pivots may be used for Rally turns with no penalty or bonus. 
 Pivots might be used for Obedience turns, but be careful so they appear smooth and natural, as 

military turns are not expected in heeling in obedience. 

Simple Blood Test Now Available for Early Cancer Detection in Dogs! 

According to the Canine Cancer Foundation’s website, cancer  strikes one out of every three dogs, and out of 
those affected, half will die.  Like with humans, early detection and treatment is the key to long-term sur-
vival.  But conventional diagnostics such as ultrasound testing and exploratory surgery are both drastic and 
expensive. Very often, by the time dogs are showing enough symptoms to justify these tests, it is too late to 
successfully treat them. 

A new blood test may change this.  The newly available VDI TKcanine+ test can be used for a fast and reli-
able preliminary diagnosis. The following information is directly from CCF’s press release. 

The VDI-TKcanine+  test has a 24-hour turnaround time to accommodate a quick response to ease the 
dog owners’ suspicions and concerns. VDI-TKcanine+ measures two separate parameters in the dog’s 
blood. The first parameter is an enzyme called thymidine kinase or TK for short. TK is released into the blood 
stream by cells that are undergoing unusually rapid cell division; a hallmark of cancer. The second parameter 
the test measures is a protein that detects when inflammation is present; another characteristic of most can-
cer types. Using these two measurements, VDI-TKcanine+ detects the presence of cancer, often in the 
early stages before the signs are more obvious. 

VDI-TKcanine+ is a very accurate test, with a sensitivity of 96% and a specificity of 85% when the result 
falls into the category of “Positive.” Should the test result fall into the category of “High Positive,” the speci-
ficity rises to 99%. 

For more information go to http://www.wearethecure.org/blood-test-for-canine-cancer 



 

 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

 

 

August 31 

September 28 

October 26  (Halloween Party) 

November 16  (Early due to T-Day) 

December 14 (Early due to Christmas) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

August 28  

September 25 

October 23  

November 13 

December 11 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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