Scents & Nonscents
Spring Fever(s)?

April, 2018

Spring has sprung, the grass, such as it is, has
riz, and so have the fleas, ticks, and allergies!
How does this affect our canine friends? Ticks,
fleas, mosquitos and allergies can really let our
buddies in for a rough time.
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As we know, ticks can carry a variety of diseases and need to be guarded against, acted
against, and protected against. They and fleas
and in some cases, mosquitos, can be guarded
against by use of either oral or topical medications. You can obtain these from your veterinarian although you will be required to get a
heartworm test before being sold heartworm
medicine. Heartworms are carried by mosquitos and are the main reason for protecting
against them.
Ticks can carry a number of diseases. Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever which can be transmittable to humans, Lyme disease (ditto), and several other diseases are transmitted through their
bites to your dog. Ticks are bad because they
imbed their mouth parts in their victim and can
be touch to take off without leaving those
mouth parts behind which leaves the dog still
vulnerable to the diseases which may be on
those parts.

whether I can catch it or not. Also, if I treat
one dog in my home, I treat all of them on the
assumption that they can change hosts easily
and my dogs spend a lot of time together. The
product I use will hit both ticks and fleas so
they are pretty well covered.
There are several varieties of ointments, shots,
and oral medicines available because not all
dogs react to these medications in the same
way. A Collie may have severe reactions to
some of the medicines that Labradors or Greyhounds may take without fear. Be sure to
check about side effects from the medicines
you plan to use. Heartworm meds must be taken monthly, and many folks just keep their dogs
on them year round.

Allergies are another matter. Yes, dogs can
have seasonal allergies just like humans. I had
a dog that I realized was allergic to several
things that I was also affected by. We would
sneeze and snuffle together. Unfortunately,
Harry had many more allergies than I did and
was allergic to a total of 26 different sources.
He started off on antihistamines, then went to
the vet and started on more powerful meds,
then had a blood test which told us what he was
allergic to (tumbleweed, kochia, Bermuda
Ticks must have a blood meal in order to devel- grass, and many other sources as well). We got
op and reproduce. When they bite, they secrete a concoction of a medication that was supposed
a cement-like substance which seals those
to solve the problem, but he began having to
mouth parts to the animal’s hide and remain
have higher and higher doses. The thing tha
attached for several days. To remove them, use worked best in the end was some Chinese herbs
a forceps, tweezers or a hemostats; human fin- that I obtained from a wholistic vet. If anyone
gers wrapped in facial tissue will also work.
is interested, I can provide her name. So there
Just be certain that the mouth does not remain are a variety of possible solutions to allergies
imbedded.
available, but they work in different ways
which may or may not be successful.
Fleas are tiny black spots which will crawl
through the dog’s fur and biting regularly.
Signs of allergies can include dermatitis, itchThey can be handled through Top Spot, Front- ing (especially in the groin, armpits and toes)
line, and several other products, but be careful which can result in secondary infections as the
to read those labels and talk to your vet about
dog chews or licks compulsively. Conjunctiviside effects. I go on the premise that if I see
tis, chronic ear infections, salivary staining of
one tiny moving dot on my dog, it is a flea
affected
Continued on page 4

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes
How to Contribute:
For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website. It is found
at
http://www.sdocnm.org
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.

SDOC’s newsletter
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING
“Scents & Nonscents”
ONE FREE.
is published 11 times
per year.
Contributions are
Photos From Jerry Brown Agility Seminar
welcome at any time,
provided they are in By Maggie Gee
an electronic format
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg,
*.tiff) and received by The Jerry Brown agility seminar was held March 30-April 1 and was a great success. Here are a few
the deadline.
pictures taken during the proceedings.
Send your items and
ideas to the Editor.
Laurel Drew
873-1729 or
elliegreyhound
@yahoo.com
Deadline for each
issue is the 5.th of
each month!
Information is
believed correct at
the time of printing,
however the Editor
and staff bear no
responsibility for
errors or omissions.
The Editor is deeply
indebted to Allie
Wimber for copying
and mailing, and to
Sue Babcock
our new Webmaster
sue@babcock.com
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood
Your Editor
A Rattlesnake Avoidance Clinic will be held in Santa Fe at the ECIA Community Center in El Dorado
development, just east of Santa Fe (1 Hacienda Loop, Santa Fe, NM) on Saturday, April 21, 2018 and on
the West Mesa (off of Southern Blvd SE in Rio Rancho, NM) on Sunday, April 22. The cost is $65 per dog
(not sure if there is a lower cost for retesting dogs or for 2nd, 3rd or 4th dogs. Checks will not be cashed
until the clinics are completed in April. Send checks to Tom Mauter, 20 Casa del Oro Loop, Santa Fe,
NM, 87508. Tom’s email for asking questions is: tjmauter@comcast.net. The Clinic is sponsored by the
NM Brittany Club as it has been for the past couple years. The clinic trainers will be Terry and Janet
Chandler of Las Cruces and uses live rattlesnakes. Hopefully there will be an entry form on our website
in the near future.
Premiums are now out for our SDOC obedience/rally trials to be held in May, 2018. They are available on the SDOC website. Entries close at noon on April 25 and cost $29 for the first entry of any
dog in obedience with additional entries of the same dog being $23. The same prices apply to rally
entries. There will also be ‘show and go’ events on Friday and Saturday one half hour after the
regular trials finish. This will cost $5 per each five minutes of ring time; however the times are unlikely to be consecutive as this is a very popular practice venue. Don’t forget our run-thrus on Friday nights! Good practice time!!!
AKC has published several articles and videos to update competitors on the changes to the Obedience
Regulations which go into effect MAY 1. Be sure to take a looks as you will be impacted by these at our
May trials. Janice Anthes posted these addresses to the group a couple weeks ago, but I am including the
web addresses her so that you can check them out again. To reach the site, type in: http://
akcobedrlyjudges.wordpress.come/2018/03/09/alternative.optional/class/quick/reference/document/ For
the you-tube videos on “Scoring the New Obedience Exercises”, there is a button where you can click to
obtain additional written information. Be sure to check that as well. Again, Janice Anthes sent a message
out with this link a couple weeks ago. The video is definitely useful and we will need to be familiar with
these exercises for the May trials! Don’t go to the trials unprepared! Check out Youtube or the AKC
website!!
Be sure to check the SDOC Minutes for the March General Membership meeting. They are found on
pages 5 and 7. Especially check the ANNOUNCEMENTS on page 7 as there are a number of upcoming events in April that you may want to check out. The only disappointment is that there don’t seem to
be any Conformation matches, and I, for one, need them for my puppy. Is ANYONE out there planning a match??? If so, let the Club know right away. There are a number of new puppies so I’m pretty
sure a match would be well attended.
Premiums for the May RGKC conformation and obedience shows are also available now! You can
fill out forms at Onofrio’s show site. They also close April 25 so don’t waste time. Onofrio now has
a “New Exhibitor’s Orientation Brochure” on his website which is useful for both newcomers and
seasoned exhibitors. Some information from this brochure is excerpted on page 10 of this issue.
Kim and Marco Banales’ Conformation Practice is now available on Saturdays from 2:15 to 4:00 p.m. at
our training site. This is a ‘drop-in’ class so you either purchase a punch card or pay by the week. With
the shows coming in just over a month, you’ll want to get all the practice you can!

SDOC
WEBSITE
ADDRESS
IS

www.sdocnm.org
Be Sure to Check
the Website for
complete class
information , class
applications and
special updates.

Training Year
(per the SDOC
Training
Regulations)
For these
purposes, the
training year will
be from
December 1 to
November 30 of
the following
year. The total
hours of any
class which
begins on or
before December
1 will be credited

On a sadder note, Pam Sehmer recently lost her beloved Chinese Crested, Diller. Diller was well known
around the obedience rings and did some really nice work for Pam. She was Ch. Cavallino Bad Hair Day
UDX6, OM6, RE, AX, AXS. I think, personally, that Diller was Pam’ best dog since her whipper, Callie!

to the following
training year.
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areas are other symptoms. Hyperpigmentation and thickening of the skin in affected areas especially
around ears and groin areas can occur. Results of the intense itching, scratching etc. can lead to chronic
inflammation, crusting, scaling, hair loss, development of bacterial infections and scarring. Not a good
scene for a dog you want to work or show.
Allergies can be affected by geographic location, environmental conditions and even genetic predispositions. Allergies in dogs seem to be increasing and veterinarians are becoming more and more cogniSDOC Board
zant of these problems. Progress in diagnosing the problem allergens is being made, and more dogs are
Meetings are held now having their symptoms relieved. There can also be food allergies, and Harry had some of those as
well. Poor guy was allergic to 26 different allergens which was diagnosed by sending a blood sample
on the Tuesday to a laboratory for testing. His treatment was expensive although in many cases it need not be that big a
prior to General problem. Allergies are not curable, but in many cases they can be controlled, and the animal may lead a
pretty normal life during most of the year.

Membership

meetings at the
SDOC Training
Building. Minutes

Therapy for allergic disease has to be customized to the dog. It can include avoidance (Harry was on a
non-grain diet), medicated baths, and various medications. There are now even board-certified veterinary dermatologists available. Don’t give up if your dog is showing allergy symptoms, but do get help.
Your best buddy and you deserve it.

are available for
review by



contacting the
Recording
Secretary at
k9dance@comcast. 

Membership
meeting.

“Humankind is drawn to dogs because they are so like ourselves—bumbling,
affectionate, confused, easily disappointed, eager to be amused, grateful for
kindness and the least attention.” —Pam Brown, b. 1928

net
or at any General

“The dog is a saint. He is straightforward and honest by nature. He
knows by instinct when he is not wanted:lies quite still for hours when his
king is hard at work. But when his king is sad and worried he creeps up
and lays his head on his lap. “Don’t worry. Never mind if they all abandon
you. Let us go for a walk and forget all about it!”
—Axel Munthe



“There is no faith which has never yet been broken, except that of a truly
faithful dog.”
—Konrad Lorenz



“Far more than by his bark, a dog communicates with his eyes—from a soulful
half-raised eyebrow when denied a special treat to the wide and sparkling
‘Yippee! We’re going for a walk!’ Perhaps nothing can wrench the heart of a dog
lover more than the pitiful, hardly-daring-to-be-hopeful gaze of an abandoned dog
waiting to be adopted.”
—J. R. E.
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March General Meeting Minutes
By Julie Brozek
In Attendance:
Officers and Board Members: Betty Pear son, Pr esident; J eff Robb, Vice President; Sue Babcock,
Treasurer; Julie Brozek, Recording Secretary; Board Members: Peggy Chandler, Christy Stern, Stephanie
Kouretsos, Amy Montano
Directors: Deb Tabor, Obedience/Rally/Confor mation/Other Director ; Gene Tatum and Pat Hester,
Agility Directors
Absent: Estelle Metz, Cor r esponding Secr etar y; Annie Newsted, Tr acking Director
The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 7:03 PM in the training room of the
SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque.
The minutes of the February 2018 Membership Meeting wer e approved as published. Amy Montano moved, Donna Sloan second. Motion carried.
Officers’ and Board reports:
President:
SDOC will hold an AKC Scentwork trial on a weekend in September. More details to follow.
SDOC has been invited to participate at the Rainbow Pet Fair on April 28. Amy Montano will set up a
table for SDOC with info about responsible dog ownership. If you would like to participate by assisting
Amy or by doing tricks, freestyle, rally, or other demo, contact Betty or Amy.
Thanks to Pam Day and Penni Adrian who have volunteered to be Co-Chairs for the September Obedience/Rally trial.

Join SDOC’s
YAHOO! group:
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups
.com
Contact
Rosemary Burtch
at
rosybee@earthli
nk.net with
questions

Vice President:
Contact Jeff Robb to donate to the trophy fund for the May Obedience/Rally trials.
Treasurer:
The February Profit and Loss and the Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were reviewed.
Training Directors’ Reports:
Tracking (read by J ulie for Annie):
The TD was held. It was a great test! Three dogs passed! Many thanks to all who helped!
Agility:
The Gerry Brown seminar is going well.
Donna Faulkner has been approved to be Assistant Trainer.
Laura Echeverria will be liaison while Pat and Gene are out of town.
Classes are going well.
Obedience:
Many new classes have started.
We will be starting Friday night Obedience run throughs. A sign up sheet for volunteer judges will be
posted.
Membership readings:
Welcome Ginger Golden who was voted into membership after a second reading! Donna Sloan moved,
Lisa Franklin second. Motion carried.
First readings: Suzanne Levi, Cheryl Mitchell, Kathleen Woodbury

Want to become
a member? Get
an application in

the lobby at the
Club building, or
download from
the SDOC web
site!

Brags: Ther e were many br ags by the member ship! Congr atulations! Remember to give Laurel
Drew your brags for the newsletter!
Continued on page 7
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Prez Sez
By Betty Pearson
March is gone and with it the Agility Trial held over St Patrick’s Day
weekend. It was a success, with several new to us teams that were
traveling to the Nationals and stopped to compete.. Sunday was
frightfully windy and some runs, as I understand it, were cancelled.
The key exchange was held at the March meeting and if you still
have an old key, it will not longer work to let you in the building.
The new membership directories were also given out then. If you
need a building key, please contact Maggie Gee and if you want a
membership directory there should be some in the office..

To order SDOC

t-shirts and
sweatshirts,
contact Estelle
Metz
Stay warm or

We have classes going in most venues, so take a look and see what might be a good fit for you
and your dog. Those of you who are instructors, we could certainly use your help in keeping the
classes going.. SDOC has a very good reputation for good classes and we need your help to keep
this and we have people knocking on the door to come and learn.

be cool, in
style!

For those of you who go into the building and for the instructors leaving the building, please be
sure that all the doors to the outside are closed and locked. If you go to use the training room,
please sign in and out. This has not been happening consistently and the front door has been left
open more than once. It takes very little time to come back and check to be sure it is secure.
Next month is the Obedience/Rally spring trial held at Expo New Mexico on Fri the 11 th. If you are
able to help at all we’d love to have you. It is a wonderful way to learn about the different levels
and experience is not needed. Come watch and cheer your fellow club members on. If you are
able to steward for a half day or full day, please contact Dede Brownstein, the head ring steward.
It is a great way to learn more about the sport, and is something that we need. Many people of
all types are needed to put on a trial.. There are sign up sheets in the training room. We would be
happy to have you.
Enjoy the month and try not to blow away as the spring winds blow and stir up dust and pollen. If
you have ideas for a meeting please let any of the board members know… Enjoy doing things
with your dogs…
Betty
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Call For Stewards!
By Dede Brownstein
On May 11, 12 and 13, SDOC and RGKC will be hosting our annual Mother’s Day Obedience and Rally
Trials. In order to have a successful event, we will need volunteers to serve as stewards.
Why steward? Here are some of the reasons:
First, you will perform an indispensable service to SDOC. After all, we cannot have a trial without stewards.
And in order to ensure a more successful experience for all of us, SDOC has agreed to provide stewards for
RGKC as well.
Second, you have an opportunity to personally benefit from volunteering. Here’s why. You’ll become
more familiar and comfortable with how to perform exercises at various levels, something which is particularly important this year because there are significant changes being implemented for Obedience on May
1st. Many new exercises were added recently to Rally as well, including the new Masters Class.
You’ll learn about ring procedures.
You’ll have the opportunity to interact with our judges. It’s fun and will help make you more comfortable
when you show your own dog. Why? Because you’ll find out that judges are human beings with faults and
failings -- no different from your own!
Stewarding will not only give you a close up seat for cheering on fellow SDOC members but you’ll see
some excellent performances by local exhibitors and out-of-towners. A great learning experience in and of
itself.
You’ll even get a free lunch!

Has your dog
accomplished
something
new? E-mail all
the details to

There are 3 stewards for each obedience ring and 5 for Rally, so take your pick and add your name to the
the Editor.
Steward Signup sheets at SDOC or call Dede at 822-9916. If you wish to steward for Rally please contact
AND—if there’s
Betty Pearson.
I cannot encourage you enough to take advantage of this opportunity. You’ll be glad you did!

a “CH” or “X”

There is a sign-up sheet on the board in the training room on the bulletin board! If anywhere in
that title, please
you don’t see it, give Dede a call.
Hospitality: Thanks to all who contr ibuted to hospitality!
Announcements/Other Items:
Dede Brownstein has posted signup sheets for stewards for the May Obedience/Rally trials. Stewards will
get free lunch and parking for days worked.
The Central NM German Shepherd Dog Club is hosting a fun match to practice the Farm Dog Certified Test
on April 28. Flyers with more information are in the foyer.
A Barnhunt trial will be held on April 14. Contact Donna Crary-Johnson for more information.
Marco Banales invited all to attend the Sporting Dog Fancier’s picnic on the last Saturday in July. This will
also be a celebration of Roy’s 100th birthday. Many fun activities will be held!
The Sporting Dog Fanciers Club will be having All Breed Obedience and Rally trials at their November
show at the Balloon Fiesta park.
The Sporting Dog Fanciers will be holding a Meet the Breeds event at Cabelas Dog Days on April 7. All are
invited to come and bring your dogs.
This weekend the Lure Coursing club will be holding a Sighthound Coursing event.
Next weekend the Central NM Brittany Club will be holding a Walking Field Trial.
The next SDOC Membership meeting will be Friday, April 27, at 7:00 PM.

include a
picture of your
dog!

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 PM.
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Brags, Brags and More Brags
Any venue, any breed


In late February, Hallie Ray and Sheltie, Zia, earned their UDX over in Lubbock. Somehow I managed to omit this from the March newsletter, and I apologize for the error. Congratulations to you
two!!!



Another oops! The Borzoi owned by Leonore Abordo that qualified at our Novice trial in Rally
Novice B was Khanga, not El Sol. Her Borzoi that finished his CD was up in Kansas.



Got a report that my favorite Whippet, Smooch, is doing great things down in Texas in lure coursing
and possibly other venues. Congrats to Smooch and Cricket!



Donna Faulkner had another successful month with Qwik Papillon. He earned his Novice Agility
title at our trial in March and two legs on his FAST and Open Standard last weekend. Congrats!
Barbara Friedman and Canon finished his MACH at our last agility trial. This is where and when he
started so he’s come full circle! MACH!!!!!



Jody Head and Bouvier, Konrad, attended a National Association of Working Bouvie des Flandres
carting trial recently and earned two qualifying
scores in Novice on Leash on day 1 and got a
third place. On day 2, he competed in Novice
off leash which requires novice obedience before hitching up and pulling the cart. He and
just one other dog qualified! Konrad was in
Novice and the other dog in Advanced. Congratulations to you both!



Pam Sehmer’s Chinese Crested, Gilda (Ch.
Shomars It’s Always Something, completed her
CDX in Wichita from Open B with a second
place and a third place. Super going, Gilda and
and Pam!

To register for
any Agility
class, contact:
Stephanie
Kourestsos at
AgilityReg
@sdocnm.org
or 828-9660

REMINDER:

Drills cost $10
per dog per
session.

Officers, Board of Directors & Others 2018
Members of the Board:

Ongoing Programs:

Officers:

Obedience Director: Deb Tabor

To register for

President: Betty Pearson

any Obedience

Vice President: Jeff Robb

Agility Director: Gene Tatum & Pat
Hester and

class, contact:

Treasurer: Sue Babcock

Betty Pearson

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz

conchobar66@

Recording Secretary: Julie Brozek

Production Staff: Allie Wimber

Board of Directors: Peggy Chandler,
Amy Montano, Stephanie Kouretsos,
Christie Stern

Web Wizard: Sue Babcock

hotmail.com
505-898-2706

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted
Editor: Laurel Drew

Maintenance Projects: John Clendenin
and Les Stans

Thank you one and all!
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Zygi Does Rally
By Sue Babcock
Zygi gobbles another treat as we wait our turn on the rally course. Her fifteenmonth old brain doesn’t always keep up with her 90-lb Rottweiler body, but she
has a good heart. We’re in Rally Novice A. We haven’t even finished the rally
class, but we’ll give it our best.
Rally has been an AKC event since 2005. Charles L. “Bud” Kramer developed the sport
using what were then warm-up and freestyle exercises. Rally consists of a number of
stations at which the handler and dog must perform a command or a series of commands. Each station has a sign that (sometimes cryptically) tells the handler what to
do. The commands can vary from a simple “Sit” to the more complex “Call Front 1 Step
Back 2 Step Back 3 Step Back.”

REMINDER:
Drills cost $10
per dog per
session.

I’ve emptied my pocket of treats. When our number is called we move to the
“Start” sign. Zygi sits, but I see the way she’s looking around. Focus can be a
challenge for her and this is going to be a very challenging run. I sigh. Zygi
sometimes take more patience than I think I have. I take a deep breath, calming myself. The judge asks if we’re ready. I say yes. “Let’s go girl!” We move to
the next sign.
A new AKC sport can take years to develop, but the enthusiasm of the competitors of
rally kept the process moving forward. In rally, unlike standard obedience, the handler
can talk to and encourage the dog as they move around the course at their own pace.

We make it through the offset serpentine, the left turn, and the fast forward.
“Good girl, Zygi.” I pat my leg when she wanders a bit and she’s back beside
me. But when we get to the 270 degree circle right, Zygi finds some smells that
are way more interesting than anything I’m doing. A tug on the leash (and
some lost points) move us to the next sign. Even with lots of encouragement
from me, she has lost whatever little focus she had, though.
Patricia Krause was the AKC assistant vice president in 2005 or so, and was in charge
of refining the sport of rally. It took her and her staff four years. On January 1, 2005,
first rally events officially sanctioned by AKC were held across the country. Since then,
the sport continues to be refined, with new signs added that make the courses more
interesting and easier to lay out, and new rules that clarify specific aspects of the
event.

To register for
any Obedience
class, contact:
Betty Pearson
At 898-2706

In May, 2005, SDOC held its 100th obedience trial, and its first ever rally trial. at the
Expo. Since then rally at SDOC has grown and continues to grow.

We squeak past the “Down Walk Around” sign. Downs are particular hard for
Zygi, but the practice prior to entering the ring paid off. We executed it satisfactorily, but struggled with the rest of the course. I have never been so happy to
see a “Finish” sign. I breathe out. “Good, girl!” I tell Zygi and give her an enthusiastic head rub. “That could have gone better,” I say to myself as I sit down
and wait, foot tapping in worry, until the score is posted. 78. We qualified!
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Teaching People and their Dogs
for over 50 years.

(505) 888-4221
Visit us on the web:
http://www.sdocnm.org

Upcoming Club Meetings
More details...

F

uture Board Meetings (in the Office at
the SDOC training building) - always
at 6:30 p.m.

Future General Membership Meetings (in
the SDOC training building) - always at
7:00 p.m.

January 23, 2018

January 26

(Banquet,, Jan. 6)

February 20

February 24 NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

March 27

March 30

April 24

April 27

May 22

May 25

June 26

June 29

July 24

July 27

August 28?

August 31?

(Ice Cream Social?)

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events.
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